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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and rend prayers.

GOVERNMENT BUAflUES-SUSflN-
BION oF STANDING ORDtERS.

As to Notice of Motion.

THE PREMIR (Hon. D. R. MoLarty-
Murray-Wellington) (2.32]: 1 wish to give
notice thMt at the next sitting of the Hous&7
I will move the following motion:

That, until the House otherwise orders, the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to en-
able the undermentioned Bills, after the mov-
ing of the second readings, to be passed
through all their remaining' stages on the
same day, vim:-

(1) Liquid Fuel Emergency Provisions Bill.
(2) Western Australian Transport Board

(Validation) Bill.
(3) Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act

Amendment Bill.
(4) Marketing of Apples and Pears Bill.
(5) Bush Fires Act Amendment Bill

(No. 3).

(6) Land Settlement (Notification of
Transactions) Bill.

Also to enable all messages from the Legis-
lative Council to be taken into consideration
on the same day they are received and fur-
ther to enable any Bill transmitted from the
Legislative Council to i e introduced and
passed through all remaining stages on the
same day.-

. Point of Order.

Hon. F. J, S, Wise:- On a point of order,
Mir. Speaker! Will the motion, of which
notice has been given by the Prefflier, if
approved by you as being in order, be
nmonied tomorrow-private members' day?

Mr. Speaker: Pehaps the Premier can
say whether the motion is to be moved to-
morrow.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I hope the Premier
realises what he is doing. I have known only
in the last three mini itcs of his intention to
take this coorse, which is grossly unfair anti
unnecessary. In addition to the Bills in the
list submitted by the Premier there arc many
Government measures still on the notice
paper and also many private members' Bills
-some of them being of greater importance
to this community than the Government
l3ills-which it is obvious the Premier in-
tends to see thrown overboard. So at this
stage I voice my protest, whether I am in
order or out of order, against the treatment
which the Premier is meting out in this rush
to finish the session. To submit this motion
tomorrow will constitute an unwarranted in-
trusion on private members' day.

QUESTIONS.

PRICES CONTROL.

As5 to Pending Prosecutions.

Mr. -HEG-NEY asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) What number of prosecutions are
pending against traders in connection with
alleged breaches of the Price Fixing Act?

(2) 'What commodities are affected with
respect to such proposed prosecutions?

(3) When are the prosecutions likely to be
finalisedl

(4) What period usually elapses from the
time an alleged breach is reported by a De-
partmental officer, to the Prices Comamis-
sioner until the ease is heard by the Court?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) Prosecutions pending-82 traders on
644 charges.

(2) Commodities-Beer, cheese, dry clean-
ing, footwear, flour, groceries, jam, kerosene,
matches, meat, men's and boys' outer-wear
and underwear, potatoes and onions, piece-
goods, soap, smaligoods, softgoods, tailored
suits, vegetables, women's readymade clothes.

(3) It is impossible to statb when each
proscution will be finalised, as this depends
on various factors, including the arrange-
ment by the Court for the hearing and deter-
mination of the issue.

(4) The usual period varies from three to
four months according to the nature and
size of the ease, the commodity, amount of
-work involved in the preparation of the ease,
and the locality where the offence occurred.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Commonwealth Assistance, etc.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is he satisfied that the Commonwealth
is observing the provisions of Clause 6 of the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment?

(2) Can he give any particular instances
in ivhich the Commonwealth has starved the
State Government of funds for home-build-
ing purposes since he was appointed as Min-
ister for Housing?

(3) floes he consider that the. Common-
wealth is hampering the erection by the State
Housing Commission of groups of workers'
homes in closely-settled rural areas?

(4) 'Is he satisfied that the State Housing
Commission has ranted a sufficiently high
priority in the supply of building materials
for rural areas?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) There has, been some concern at the

large programme announced for Common-
wealth building, which if executed would
compete seriously with materials and labour
for housing, hut it is hoped that consulta-
tions which have taken place will avoid this.

(4) Some rural areas require larger sup-
plies of building materials than they have
been receiving, but the Commission's policy

is to ensure as far as practicable a distribu-
tion which will be equitable as between rural
areas and the metropolitan area.

(b)- As to Permits to Build.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN asked the Minisl er
for Housing:

(1) How Afany permits to build have been
issued to applicants in all categories since
April this year?

(2) How many for the 12 months ended
the 30th June, 1949?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Permits.issued during the period the
1st MIay,*1949 to the 31st August, 1949 for
new buildings:-

Houses (private permits) .. 769
Houses (War Service Homes) 204
Houses (Commonwealth-State

Rental) .. . . 262
Other residentiats .. .- 4
Shops and other business pre-

mixes
Factories
Social
Hospitals
All other

TotEJ

14
-. 20

-. .. .. 8
-. .. .. 1

-. 83

-. .- .. 1,365

(2) Permits issued during the 12 months
ended the 30th June, 1949 for new build-
ings:-

Houses (private permits) .
Houses (War Service Homes)
Houses (Commonwealth-State

Resital) . . -

Other residential.. * -

Shops and other business p:
ises;.

Factories.
Social
Hospitals
All other

Total

2,281
776

5~ 7
86
19

4,519

(c) As to Accuracy of Figures.

Hon. J. T. -TONKIN (without notice)
askced the Minister for Housing:

In view of the figures he supplied this
afternoon, does he believe the figures he
supplied to me privately a week or two ago
with regard to permits for two- and three-
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unit families are correct, those figures indi-
cating that for the period the 1st May, 1949,
to the 31st August, 1949, approximately 50
per cent. had been issued to two- and three-
unit families, and that for the other period
approximately 42 per cent. had been issued?

The M1INISTER replied:
The figures that I supplied to the bon.

member were given to me by the secretary
of the State Housing Commission. I have
every reason to believe that they are correct.
I have here among my papers, the secretary's
memorandum, and as soon as I have an op-
portunity I shall be glad to show it to the
hon. member.

WAGES AND SALARIES.

As to Purchasing Power.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Premier:
In view of his promise when on the hust-

ings in 1947 as to "improving- the purchasing
power of wages and savings," will he inform
the House what was the purchasing power
of £1 in wages and savings in-

(a) June, 1947;
(h) June, 1049?

*The PREMIER replied:
As measured by changes in the "C" series

Retail Price Index, the purchasing power of
the £1 in Western Australia as a whole de-
clined by 18 per cent, between the June
quarter, 1947, and the June, quarter, 1949.
Despite this decline in the value of money
the real purchasing- power of wages showed
improvement during the same period.* Fig-
ures published by the Commonwealth Stat-
tistician show the following changes in aver-
aWe weekly earnings per male unit-

June qujarter, 1947-06.56.

June quarter, 1949-48.24.
The increase in retail prices during the
period was 21.9 per cent. whereas the in-
crease in average weekly earnings per male
unit was 25,6 per cent., resulting in an
increase in average weekly real earnings per
male unit of 3 per cent.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.

As to "Monoerete" aterials.

M3r. BRAND asked the' Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) Is it a fact that the manufacturers of
"Monoerete" building materials hare been
given contracts in-

(a) Canberra, for 300 homes;

(b) N.S.W., for 300 homes,
and have been requested by South Aus-
tralian authorities to- bring all equipment
to that State?

(2) Has any approach been made by local
manufacturers of this produLct to the W.A.
Housing Commission -for contracts to build
in Western Australia?

(3). If. so, what arrangements have been
made?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No detailed information is available,
but it is known that a number of "IMono-
Crete" homes are under construction in New
South Wales.

(2) Yes.

(3) Contracts have been let by the State
Housing Commission for the construction of
30 "Mon ocrete"l homes in Weste'rn Aus-
tralia, of which seven have been completed.
Quotes have been obtained from the manu-
facturers for the construction of further
"MIon ocrete"l homes of a more modest de-
sign, but the' prices were considerably above
those of brick homes of similar type and
were unacceptable to the Commission.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Engagement of Enlgineer in
England.

Mr* BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

Is he aware that the engagement of an
engineer outside the State Railways to re-
port on the purchase of locomotives from
orersea is causing grave concern to the en-
gineering staff in the State Railways, and
is likely to cause at number of resignations
in the ranks of the junior tradesmen.

The MNISTER replied:
No.

b_ AAs to Local Building of Rollingtxck.

Mr. BRADY asked the MXinister for Rail-
wars:-

Does the rehabilitation programme for
the State Railways contemplate the maxi-
mum use of tradesmen and machinery at
the Midland Workshops in building new
rollingatoek ?

The M1INISTER replied:
Yes.
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(c) As to Kalgoorlie Express, Earnings
and Cost..

Mr. STYAKTS asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) What was the cost of running the
Kalgoorlie expresses to and from that place
to Perth for the 12 months ended the 30th
June, 1949?

(2) What were the earnings of these
trains for the sme period-

(a) 1st class passenger;
(b) 2nd class passenger;

(c) other earnings?

The MI1NISTER replied:
(1) and (2) Sectionalised

earnings are not recorded.
costs and

(d) As to Ref reshument Services Return.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railviays: I

What was the financial return of the Rail-
way Refreshment Services for the 12
months ended the 30th June, 1949?

The MINISTER replied:

(3) N et profit, including bookstalls,
£4,172 5is. 2d.

TOWN PLANNING.

As to Provision for Regional Plan.

Mr. NEEDHAM,% asked the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) Did he note on the day following
the discussion on the Town Planning Esti-
mates that in the News and Notes column
of "The West Australian" of the 15th Sep-
tember, that the Sydney regional plan cost
£C13Q,000?

(2) Is he prepared to make a propor-
tionate sum available to the local authori-
ties, and/or the Town Planning Board for
the completion of a regional plan for the
metropolitan area in this State?'

(3) If the population of Sydney is a
million and a quarter, and the population
of Perth is slightly over a quarter of a
million, and the area of the two regions is
approximately the same, this would mean a
sum of at least £30,000: Is he, or the Gov-
ernment, prepared to go along the same
lines as the Government of New South
Wales 7

The MINISTER replied:

(Ij The Plan referred to is the work of
the Cumberland County Council. Metro-
politan Sydney comprises that County
Council's area. This area is approximately
1,401) square miles. The metropolitan region
of Perth is not more than 500 squkare miles.
The hon. member may examine q copy of
the Cumiberland Council's planning scheme
at the office of the Town Planning Board.

(2) Section 16 of the Town Planning Act
makes pror~son for the raising of finance
in connection with the preparation of town
planning schemes by local authorities.

(3) The present Government has provided
£3,000 for an aenial map of the metropol-
itan region which will shortly be available
(about two-thirds being now completed and
in use) to assist in the preparation of
schemes and other public works, If further
financial assistance by the Government is
considered necessary, representations will
receive csnsideration.

ROYAL SHOW.

As to Adjournm~fent of Parliament.

Mr. HEGNEY (without notice) asked the
Premier:

Can lie 'give the House an indication as
to whether the Government proposes to ad-
journ the sittings of the House during Show
Week?! If it is not proposed to adjourn for
the whole week, will he consider an adjourn-
ment to enable members to visit the Show
on Wednesday, the 5th October. 1949?

The PREMIER replied:

It iq not proposed to adjourn over the
whole of Show Week. That has not beern
the practice in the past. it is proposed to
adjourn on the Wednesday of Show Week-
People's Day -but at this stage I will say
the Hlouse will probably sit at 7.30 that
evening.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Buslifres Act Amendment (Soa. 3).

2, War Service Land Settlement (Notifica-
ti on of Transactions).

introduced by the Minister for Lands.
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BILL-LOAN (No. 2), £11,720,000.

Message.

Message from the Goverifbr received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PEMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
MNurray-Wellington) [2.47] in moving the
second reading said: The object of the Bill
is to provide parliamentary authority for
the borrowing by the State of the amounts
necessary to carry out the programme of
works detailed in the Estimates of Fixpendi-
ture from the General Loan Fund. TMh
amount proposed to be raised, namely,
£11J,720,000, is by far the largest for which
authority has ever been sought in one Loan
Bill, being more than twice the amount of
the previous largest, but nevertheless it is
no greater than will be required to complete
the programme. The first schedule of the
Bill sets out the various items on which the
money is to be spent, but the amounts shown
therein do not necessarily coincide with the
amounts for the corresponding items on the
Estimates.

The reason for these differences is that
there nirt uinspent balances. of amounts auth-
orised to he raised by previous Loan Acts,
and the sums appearing in the schedule,
when added to those unspent balances, will
be sufficient to meet the expenditure envis-
aged in the Estimates and, where necessary,
to provide for fufther expenditure on those
works until such time as Parliament has an
opportunity of again reviewing the Loan
programme and providing further authority.
There is provision in the Bill to authorise
the re-a4proprintion of certain moneys
which are not now required for the original
purposes. These moneys, and the Acts by
which they were first authorised, are shown
in the Second Schedule, while the Third
Schedule sets out the works to which it is
now intended to apply them.

The net public debt of the State on the
30th June last was £103,625,921, giving an
average of £195 10s. 5d. per head of popu-
lation, while the corresponding figures for
June, 194$, were £100,120,245 and
£194 5s. lid. During the year:a conversion
operation was carried out in London by the
Commonwealth, acting on behalf of this and
other States. The total amount dealt with

was £17,968,187, consisting of 3%/ per cent.
and 4 per cent. loans on which option of re-
demption had accrued: the Western Aus-
tralian stocks affecited being £877,408 of
3% per cent, and £4,666,583 of 4 per cent.
An offer of conversion to 3 per cent, was
accepted to the extent of £3,394,285 by
holders of the Western Australian stock'and
the -remainder was paid off with funds pro-
vided by the Commonwealth Bank.

Of the former Western Australian debt of
£5,743,991, £4,147,213 remained in London
at 3 per cent, interest, while the balance,
£1,596,778, was repatriated, the equivalent
in Australian currency being £2,001,960, for
which stock at 3% per cent, has been issued.
This conversion will have the effect of reduc-
ing our interest Bill by £66,763 per annum.
Other conversions effected in Australia re-
affted in a further met saving of £6,114 per
annum, Following on these and similar
operations of recent years, the average rate
of interest on the public debt has been
gradually reduced, and now stands at
£ 3 3s. 3d. per cent. 'Debt to the extent of
£1,145,516 was redeemed during the year
from sinking-fund moneys and approxi-
m'ately the same amount will be available for
further redemptions during the current year.
Imove--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. F. J. S. Wise, debate
adjourned.

AIFNUAL ESTIMATES, 1940-50.

In Committee of Sup ply.

Resumed from the 15th September; Mr.

Hill in the Chair,

Vote-Native Affairs, £10.5,402:

THE MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS (Hon. Ri. 'fl. McDonald-West
Perth [2.55]. Members will ohserve, in the
Estimates of this department, that expendi-
ture has increased and is proposed to b-e
still further increased. The expenditure for
the last financial year exceeded the estimate
by ff5,102. In 1947 I took the occasion to
give evidence before the Grants Commis-
sion, during its sittings in this State in
about September of that year. I conveyed
to the members of the Commission the opin-
ion of the Government that it had a re-
spons ibility to assume in this State for in-
creased expenditure on native affairs.

4!
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I told the Commission that the Govern-
ment felt it should accept this responsibility
and that we hoped for a sympathetic at-
titude. The matter was discussed with me by
the Commission on that occasion and I had
every reason to believe that it accepted the
position that our obligation to the native
section of our population would mean the
expenditure of more money than we had been
able to spend in that direction in the past.
I have every reason to believe that the
Grants Commission will regard that expendi-
ture as an important, part of the State's
social services and will recognise any reason-
able increase in the General Estimates as
an outlay that is justified.

For the financial year 1949-50 it is pro-
posed to expend £E10,300 more in this regard
than in the previous year in respect of the
two main headings under which expenditure
on native affairs is classified. The first of
those headings, salaries, shows an increase
of £16,000 for the current financial year.
This is made up of the salary and wage in-
crements and cost of living increases that
are common to all departments of the Pub-
lic Service. It is also made up in part by the
proposed engagement during 1949-50 of
certain additional staff iA the way of trades-
men, who will be working on the improve-
ment of buildings at native institutions and,
in some eases, on the erection of additional
buildings.

Although the expenditure under this head-
ing has been included in Revenue expendi-
ture it could really be said to he in the
nature of capital expenditure. The third
reason for the increase in expenditure un der
this heading is the additional field staff neces-
sary in order to maintain closer contact with
the welfare of our native population. Part
of the expenditure under this head is to
cover additional staff for new institutions
which it is hoped will he brought into being
during this financial year; in particular an
institution for the West Kimberleys which
will afford opportunity for the children of
that area and carry out institutional work
for their welfare. There is also slome pro-
vision to enabl the inauguration of a new
girls' home or additional accommodation for
girls who have occasion to be in the metro-
politan area, and to supplement or replace
tte limited accommodation now existing at
the East Perth Girls' Home.

The Contingencies Vote, which relates tu
various classes of expenditure on native,wel-
fare, shows a decrease of £5,665 on last
year's expenditure. This decrease is accounted
for partly by the transfer of the four north-
ern hospitals to the jurisdiction of the Pub-
lic Health Department, thereby relieving the
Native Affairs Department of the expendi-
ture which hitherto had been borne by the
Estimates of that department. Further,
when the Estimates were subject to Treasury
scrutiny, a reduction was made of thc
amount proposed and this reduction was
taken cjT the Contingencies Vote and not
taken off salaries. The intention in the ad-
ministration of the department will be to
limit the programme which was in view in
connection with the number of personnel
in order that additional'funds may be made
available under the second heading of Con-
tingencies. This will enable expenditure to
he undertaken as desired for projects which
directly affect the welfare of our native
population.

With your permission, Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, I am taking the liberty of circulating,
before I deal with more general matters,
some reproductions of the drawings of child-
ren at the Carrolup Settlement school. They
are reproductions in a Western Australian
journal. Many members may have seen the
drawings, but I think they will be of general
interest and will indicate the degree of artis-
tic ability and appreciation possessed by
these children. None of the artists is more
than 14 years of age. I might add that
Mr. N. H. White is the headmaster of the
Carrolup Settlement school.

If I may just go back a year or two, when
I had occasion to accept what I regard as
the very grave responsibilities of this depart-
ment; in April, 1947, I found, as the new-
her for Pilbara will recoflect, a disturbing
state of affairs in that district. It was
occasioned by what has been called a strike
of employees on pastoral properties in the
Pilbara-Marble Bar district, but was really
in the nature of a boycott of station employ-
ment by the employees. In other words, the
natives were exercising what was a right on
their part to abstain from employment on
stations. Although they did so under an
influence which was, I am afraid, subversive
and against their true interests, as far as
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the natives were concerned they were not
committing any breach of the law. At the
same time the condition was one to cause
apprehension, not only from the point of
view of the pastoralists whose economic posi-
tion would be seriously affected, and was
seriously affected, but also from the point
of view of the welfare of the natives. The
latter is the more important consideration.

As a result of measures taken, and by the
lapse of time, that difficulty, f or the time
being, was overcome and the natives, to a
substantial extent, returned to employment
on stations. Shortly afterwards I took the
occasion to make a rapid survey of the
northern areas. I travelled mostly by air
and visited many of the northern towns and
native hospitals to get some idea of the con-
ditions of the Kimberleys and of the north-
ern areas. I also wanted to see some of
the institutions which were serving the in-
terests of our native population.

In July, 1947, the Government decided
to ask Mfr. Bateman, Resident Magistrate,
to undertake a survey of native institutions,
and native affairs generally, throughout the
State. In 1934-35 the Government of that
day commissioned Mr. H. fl. Moseley, Resi-
dent 'Magistrate, to wake a similar survey
and, as something like 12 or 13 years had
elapsed, it was considered that this precedent
might wvell be followed and a survey by a
responsible independent officer of the Public
Service, in Mr. Bateman, would be of value.
The idea was for him to visit the various
parts of the State and present a report of
the conditions as affecting native welfare and
opportunity. He was also asked to make
recommendations, as thought fit, for the con-
sideration of the Government and the De-
partment of Native Affairs. This, in my
opinion, had become very necessary because
during the intervening 12 or 13 years a
number of factors had arisen which had
their impact on our native population. Per-
haps the greatest of these was the war when
the natives came into contact with war per-
sonnel and, in a number of eases, were em-
ployed in connection with war service of a
civil character. In addition theme has been
a steadily rowing contact due to improved
communications, particularly air services,
and that baa led to a dissemination of ideas
and a wider curiosity on the part of the
native population in those areas than was
previously the case.

1783

Further, during that period, there had
heen growing an industrial consciousness
on the part of natives in relation to their
employment and their conditions of employ-
ment, which was much more marked than
anything obtaining in preceding years. This
extensive survey by Mr. Bateman, in which
he covered the whole State, occupied him
until the beginning of last year, and he pre-
sented his report in the following June. I
think the report was one of extreme value.
In native affairs there exists a wide differ-
ence of opinion as to what is best to be
done, and with all Mr. Bateman's ideas there
can be reasonable differing opinions. How-
ever, his report was constructive and I was
glad to receive, not long ago, from an Eng-
lish society with world-wide interests, of
which the patron is Sir John Simon, and
which is concerned with the welfare of
native populations throughout the world, a
letter saying with how much interest they
had read Mr. Bateman's report and that it
was an important contribution to the study
of native affairs in our State.

On the receipt of Mr. Bateman's report
and since, a period of considerable activity
in the department ensued, and I think steps
have been taken that will contribute materi-
ally to the welfare of our native population.
There is an aspect of native affairs which is
of growing importance from a world and
national point of view. Native affairs are
not now something which is the concerti
alone of the State or country in which the
native population exists. They are the sub-
ject of discussion and criticism in inter-
national bodies, particularly the United
Nations Organisation, and it is a matter of
importance that any country which has a
native population should be able to say be-
fore these international gatherings that it
has made reasonably good provision to fulfll
the trust to those native populations which
rests upon it.

When in Canberra at the Premiers' Con-
ference, on two occasions I took the oppor-
tunity of raising before the conference a
matter of a contribution by the Common-
wealth to each of the States with native
populations of a sum of money from the
national exchequer to be spent by the differ-
ent States and to enable funds to be raised
for native welfare. The Prime Minister
did not feel able to accede to such request.
In such matters his view has been that any
expenditure which can be properly made can
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be recovered by this State through the
Grants Commission. But I was told by a
very high Commonwealth officer that he felt
a contribution from the national exchequer
to each State, especially Western Australia,
with a native population, to assist them
financially in discharging their duties, would
be something of very great value and would
enable Australia in the councils of nations,
such as the United Nations Organisation, to
indicate that the welfare of the native popu-
lation is not -left merely to the States but is
treated by the national Government as part
of the national responsibility. In our State,
we have the largest native population in
any State in Australia; the total, which is in
part an estimate only, being approximately
26,000 natives.

Mr. Hegney: 'That includes the half-
bloods, too?

The MINISTER., FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Yes, natives down to half-
castes. Approximately, those natives form
a minority of 5 per cent of our population.
It is evident, therefore, that we have a mino-
rity of a different race in our community in
Western Australia which presents particu-
lar problems and entails particular responsi-
hility, and, as the minority is large enough
to approximate 5 per cent, of our total
population, it must he realised that the duty
of caring for that minority, affording it
opportunities and safeguarding its interests,
is an obligation not without some magnitude.

Following Mr. Bateman's report, although
not necessarily associated with it, a new
Commissioner of Native Affairs, Mr. Middle.
ton, took office in August, last year. This
gentleman had served some 22 or 23 years
in the Commonwealth mandated territory of
Papua and, commencing as a young patrol
officer, he had acquired an extremely exten-
sive knowledge of native races and the prin-
ciples of administration and at the time
of his appointment to this State, he was
Deputy Director of Native Affairs in the
Commonwealth Territory of Papua. Mr.
Middleton had been trained under Sir Her-
bert 'Murray, the Administrator of Papua in
those early days; a man who has a name as
being one of the three or fonr greatest
administrators of native races which the
British Empire has produced.

After consultation with Professor Elkin,
of the Chamber of Anthropology, in Sydney,
and the Consultant of the Commonwealth

on native affairs and with the Hon. Leonard
Murray, who succeeded Sir Herbert Murray
as Administrator of Papua, an offer of ap-
pointmient was made to Mr. Middleton, and
I feel that in him we have succeeded in ob-
taining'a man of great ability, of wide ex-
perienpe in native affair8 and a degree of
idealismi and practical commonsense that is
necessary to discharge duties of this
nature. Mr. Middleton is a Qucenslander,
brought up on the western boundaries of
Queensland, and has been in touch with the
native population; in fact he received his
early education at a mixed school at which
natives and white children were taught
together.

-The administration of the department
has been reviewed with the idea of secur-
ing greater decentralisation. Thcfl tate has
been divided into two zones, the houndary
line running through the 26th parallel of
latitude, which as members probably
know, is just b~low Shark Bay. Officers

* have been appointed to districts in, the
northern and southern regions, and the
number of officers in the field has been
increased. The object of that is to do what
I feel is very essential, and as to which the
member for Kimberley, my predecessor in
office, had already taken the initial steps,
namely, by means of the increased staff to
maintain closer contact with the native
community and to study their welfare,
socially and industrially. By the additional
field staff enabling this to be done, it is pos-
sible considerably to relieve the police of
their dutties as protector-,, which hitherto
they have endeavoured to tarry out. Mem-
bers will realise it is a very invidious posi-
ticmn for a policeman when he is required to
carry out the dual role of enforcing the
law and at the same time acting as the
protector and partisan of the nativesi.

Mr. Hegney: An impossible position.

The 'MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: The police themselves have felt
the position very keenly, and one of the
reasons why the increased field staff will,
I am sure, serve a very useful purpose is
the relieving& of the police of this duty.
The department's own field staff will in
future discharge s far as possible the
duties of protectors and guardians of the
welfare, and the social an'd industrialf con-
ditions of the natives in their resented
areas. So much for the administration side
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and the intention of decentralising and
maintaining as close contact as possible
with the natives for their welfare in the
field.

On the health side, the four native hos-
pitals in the north of the State were trans-
ferred to the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Public Health early this year, and
as from the 1st July last, with a few minor
exceptions, the responsibility for the
health of the natives passed to the Health
Department. The reason for that move is
that while in the early days there -was a
medical officer attached to the department
-I -refer to Dr. Musso--that officer retired
in 1946 and it has not been found possible
to secure a successor. In addition to that,
dual responsibility in health matters be-
tween the Department of Native Affairs
and the Department of Public Health was
not, I think, desirable. In my opinion, it
was better that the Health Department,
with all its resources and with its profes-
sional administration at the top of which
there is the Commissioner of Public. Health,
should assume responsibility for the health
of our native population as it does in the
interests of the white population. Further,
it is evident that with increased communi-
cation facilities in our northern areas, par-
ticularly through air travel, there is a dan-
ger of introduced diseases, from which our
native population would have little, if any,
immunity, that might cause very serious
loss of life in our northern areas among
the natives of those regions. Therefore,
the responsibility was of such a nature
end of such weight that-in acocordance
with the position that obtains, I believe
elsewhere--the duty of safeguarding our.
native population against local and in-
troduced diseases passed to the Department
of Public Health.

Since that time, with the advantage of
the additional doctors the department has
been able to ensure in the North a very
extensive examination of the native popu-
lation, not only in the towns and the re-
serves but on stations and in institutions.
Having seen many of these reports I can
inform members that the examinations on
the whole have been reassuring with regard
to the general standard of health of the
native population in that part of the State.
Some concern has been expressed at the
incidence of T.B. amongst the natives in
the northern areas. No adequate tests have

hitherto been carried out in that respect,
but arrangements are now in hand as a
result of which, under Dr. Henacil's super-
vision, there will be an organised examina-
tion of all the native population in the
northern areas to ascertain to what extent
T.R. has obtained any footing.

I now pass to the matter of education.
In the northern areas, apart from the
towns, the opportunities of education for
native children, whether full bloods or
half-castes, have been limited, or, I might
even say, non-existent. Owing to war con-
ditions, schooling at the Moola Bulls Station
had to be terminated, and in any ease there
are no adequate quarters there for a teacher.
Although the member for Kimberley had in
view the Udialla. institution to take care of
part of this phase, that institution has not
yet been set up, but I hope it will be during
this 'financial year, when a determination
will be made whether Udialla will he the
most suitable site or whether, in view or
representations made from the West Kim-
berleys themselves, some other site such as
Fitzroy Crossing may be better suited to
meet the needs of the native population
there. It is hoped this year to provide a
teacher's house at Moola Bulla so that a
teacher may be sent there to undertake the
tuition of the children on the station with-
out any further avoidable delay.

As to the children further south, the Gov-
ernment has given encouragement to a new
native institution in the Pilbara-Marbie Bar
district by making available a station no
longer occupied known as White Springs,
which "will be staffed by members of an order
of the Roman Catholic Qhuirch and in due
course Will provide schooling for children
and vocational instruction for boys and girls
to enable them to have better opportunities
f or employment in the district. This institu-
tion will also cover welfare aspects of other
descriptions. There has been no institution
in that area to take care of native welfare
directly, and I feel that the institution at
White Springs will fulfil a need particularly
desirable in a district where influences 'have
been at work amongst the natives against
their own interests and where influences of
that sort are still being exerted from time to
time.

Further south steps have been taken to a
certain extent to review the roles of Carrolup
and 'Moore River Settlements. While
some children will need to remain at Moore
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River where, for various reasons, their
parents may be living, other children who
are orphans or who have no relatives there
will be given an opportunity of education at
Carrolup. The Moore River Settlement will
then he an institution where natives will be
sent for reformatory purposes and for the
treatment of disease, particularly venereal
disease, and where indigent natives may be
cared for. Wherever possible and convenient,
however, children will he removed from the
influence of and association with natives who
are sent to Moore River for reformatory
purposes and who, in some instances, are not
the sort of associates with whom children
can profitably be permitted to come into con-
tact.

Carrolup will not be used for reformatory
purposes, or for the treatment of natives
for certain diseases but will be developed
for general education and in particular for
vocational education. Already at Carrolup
the first class of native boys for agricultural
and pastoral training has been formed. This
class was formed. some months ago the cur-
riculum having been laid down by the super-
intendent, the farm manager and the head
master of the Carrolup State School. A num-
ber of boys are receiving practical and theo-
retical training in agricultural and pastoral
work, at the end of which they will be able
to go out to employment with a certificate
that they have reached a certain standard of
efficiency and consequently with more con-
fidence as to their ability to discharge the
duties they may undertake on farms or
stations.\

Last year, in consultation with the Educa-
tion Department, a survey of the mental
ability of half-caste children at Port Hed-
land was undertaken by Mr. P. Rogers, an
Honours graduate of the University of West-
ern Australia, who has p~articular qualifica-
tions for making a scientific survey of this
sort. His report has been reeived and will
he a valuable addition to the studies made
by a number of devoted State school teachers
of the mentality and abilities of native child-
ren. This is the first time that a graduate
of the University has been brought in to
make a study as to the aptitude of native
children for a wider scope of employment.
and I am glad to say that the report of
Mr. Rogers shows that an appreciable pro-
portion of the children he studied were cap-
able of proceeding to advanced education.

Consideration has been given to the em-
ploymient opportunities for our native popu-
lation. It has been decided that the Govern-
ment itself should set an example in afford-
ing an opportunity to suitable natives to
gain employment. To this end the Forests
Department has agreed to select natives of
the right type to work in the forest areas.
At 'Moore River, 100 acres of Pines will be
planted as part of the pine planting pro-
gramme and this work will afford an op-
portunity for natives at that settlement. The
nursery for the pine plantation at Moore
River has already been commenced.

Natives are being encouraged to undertake
work at the settlement and institutions that
hitherto they have not done on the same
scale. They are wvorking at Moore River as
carpenters and painters and at other activi-
ties. At Carrolup one of the girls is a
trainee nurse and the farm foreman, Fred
Winmar, is a native who is on the regular
staff of the department. Two half-caste lads
have recently been added to the staff of the
department; one is to be trained as a
mechanic and the other is to be trained for
contacting the native population. These two
boys are regular members of the staff of the
Department of Native Affairs. Thus the
department is commencing to build up a
definite section of natives who will take part
in the running of the department.

In all native institutions, there is a fair
amount of work to be done, including the
upkeep of buildings, domestic work, work
in the cookhouse, collection of firewood, gar-
dening, growing commodities of all kinds for
consumption on the settlements, work in the
butchers' houses and various other activities.
While a certain number of white employees
are always engaged at the settlements, it has
been necessary and desirable that native em-
ployees also should be engaged. These
natives have been paid a small wage in addi-
tion to receiving their keep. This wage has
been reviewved in consultation with the State
Department of Labour and a more sys-
tematic scale has been evolved and rates of
pay have been increased. I believe that the
effect has been advantageous in the increased
interest which the natives have shown in the
work they have been discharging.
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I want to say a few words about our two
main settlements in the southern areas, Moore
River and Carrolup. At Moore River steps
have been taken to improve the installations.
Bathrooms have been constructed which will
have hot water for use in winter. A new
laundry has been constructed and therehas
also been completed-and it will he in opera-
tion as soon as few minor sanitary fitments
have been secured, otherwise the building is
complete--a new sanitary section which is
connected to a septic system. Further, it is
hoped to take down and remove to a clean
and pure site, away from the foul ground
on which they hare been for the last 20 odd
yTears, some of the old buildings and ar-
range them in a more suitable way with
better ventilation and better appearance.
This can be done very largely indeed by
using the existing materials and the work
can be done by the natives under the direc-
tion of two or three tradesmen engaged to
work at the settlement. In the-same way
at Carrolup, where the department hopes to
im prove the educational facilities and oppor-
tunities, secondhand buildings to some extent -
have been secured and steps are being taken
by degrees, as occasion permits, to augment
accommodation and opportunities at that
settlement,

Hon. IF. J. S. Wise: The department has
supervision over stations not Government-
controlled. What is the position with regard
to them?7

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFA7IRS: The new field staff is maintain-
ing and hopes to maintain a contact with
the stations in the North-West and the
North, that is, a contact f or the purpose of
co-operative work. It is fully realised that
in some areas, and in particular the Kim-
berleys, various9 matters on the industrial
side require to be handled with a very great
sense of responsibility. Some of those mat-
ters are attended by difficulties, such as the
question of money wages in the Kimberley
areas. The department, through its field
officers, is seeking to assist pastoralists in
maaintaining good relations with the em-
ployees on their stations, helping and en-
couraging them to provide accommodation
step by step of a superior kind; but at the
same time trv ing to ensure that the :gradual
development, which is inevitable, of the
natives' appreciation of money and indus-
trial conditions, wages and so on, shall be

done in such a way as not to upset the
economic life of the area, but shall be done
consistently with the true welfare of the
natives,

Sitlin9 suspended from 3.46 to 4 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: The Leader of the Opposition
was referring, I think, to the various mis-
sionary institutions. It is an important part
of the work of the department to maintain
contact through its officers with those institu-
tions with a view to seeing that in their
p6liey they are proceeding on lines con-
sistent with the policy of the Government,
and in order to ensure that standards of
accommodation, hygiene, educattional oppor-
tunity, and welfare gelnerally are such as
should be maintained by institutions serving
our native population.

Hon. "A. A. 211. Coverley called atteitioa
to the state of the Committee.

Quorum fortmed.

The MINISTER FOR 'NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Last year the Land Act was
amended to provide that natives should have
the same opportunity to take up land under
that legislation as is possessed by the white
population, with the resen-ation that His
Excellency the Governor is entitled to exer-
cise some supervision as to the nature of
a -grant in order to he satisfied that
it -will be in the interests of the
native to receive it and work the land-
I wish t6 add a word or two about some of
the native institutions to which I have al-
ready referred. It is desired to extend the
institutional. side of 31oola Bulls Station at
Hall's Creek. Hitherto, the trading part has,
naturally I suppose, been predominant, and
it is now considered that the institutional
side should receive more attention. A start
has been made* with the foundations. and
erection of four houses for native employees,
and it is intended that a housing programme
shall continue in order to obtain a better
standard of accommodation for the people
working on the station, and those, generally,
who are maintained there. Mr. C. L. 'Mefeth
is at present in charge of the station, al-
though temporarily in Perth, and it is prob-
able that he will assume the superintendence
of the station, including the institutional
side of its activities.
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At Moore River, operations on the farm,
which is some dozen miles or so from the
settlement, have been suspended. The report
of the manager, Mr. Donegan, showed that
several thousand pounds would have to be
spent to get the farm going on a proper
basis. The matter was referred to the Agri-
cultural Department for report. For the
time being, activities on the farm have been
discontinued. The matter of the cultivation
of areas at the station itself, at Mloore River,
is, being examined with a view to growing
what is required for the settlement and the
areas in its vicinity.

Mr. Ackland. Are you going to plant
pines at the settlement?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: Yes, Ah initial area of 100 acres of
pine planting has been approved under the
forestry planting scheme, and a nuracry for
the growth of the pines has already been
commenced at Moore River. The area at
Cosmo Newbery has been extended by talk-
ing in adjacent land until the total area now
exceeds 1,000,000 acres. Buildings there have
been improved by getting from the adjacent
mining areas secondhand materials which
were no longer needed. The institution will
be developed to afford on a larger scale em-
ployment and welfare opportunities for the
na tivesR; and to enable natives to be sent
there who, are of such a chajacter that they
would not be suitabld for Moore River, or
who, having been sentenced to terms! of im-
prisonment, could be released into the
custody of the Commissioner and kept in
detention for the remainder of their term ali
Casino Newbery.

The institution at Curdeelee, north of the
East-West railway, ha%; been closed. The
welfare work in that area is now in the hands
of a district officer. The Cundeelee depot,
which was serving very few natives, was es-
tablished for the purpose of keeping themn
from the Trans. line, but -the housing there
for the superintendent was almost non-exist-
ent, and its continuance was no longer neces-
sary. The -new missionary permit granted
for Madura will, it is hoped, help to serve
the natives; in that area. The department
will be watchful to see the extent to which
one of its objectives can he obtained, namely,
the encouragement of the natives, away, from
the vicinity of the Trans. line. Munja
Station, under proposals which originated
in the time of the last Government, has now

been brought under the control of the near-
by Presbyterian mission, known as Run-
munya. This will, from every point of view,
be desirable as there is no need to have two
institutions side by side. The plans outlined
by the Presb~terian Church for the work of
its mission, and the staff which it is proposed
to employ there, will, I believe, mean that
much improved welfare and employment
conditions will he achieved for the natives
in that area compared with what has obtain-
ed in the past. In additiot to this there is
a saving of institutional outgoings, from the
point of view of natie affairs revenues,
and those savings can be directed to other
purposes.

The missions have an important contribu-
tion to make to the welfare of our native
population. There are many devoted ment
and women engaged in the work of those
missions and efforts have been made to as-
sist those institutions in certain cases. The
Carnarvon mission, whi~h takes care of nao-
tive children, has been helped in regard to
a water supply. Its activities are mainly
educational, and are expanding. It is hoped
to assist the Forrest River mission with a
more adequate water supply, to enable liv-
ing conditions for the native population and
the staff there to he on an improved basis.
Approval has been obtained for the con-
struction of 10 small camps, to he erected
in the South-West Land Division, on re-
serves, to be occupied by selected native,
who will be mainly if not all half-caste' na-
tives, with the idea. of an example being
shown to other natives, to encourage them
to aspire in due course to better standards
of housing.

I hope those houses, the construction of
whi-h has been dvferred for the time being
owing to claims for housing in so many
other directions, will be commenced in the
comparatively near future. In the meantime,
a mobile workshop, consisting of a truck
with a tradesman in charge and a cduple
of native assistants, has been established.
Its role is to work at various institutions
to improve the buildings and erect new
huildinl-s where required, and to go round
the reserves and put up, by degrees, shel-
ters to he occupied by natives on the re-
servels, and to improve their sunitary condi-
tions and generally, as a travelling, work-
shop, to move round the South-West Land
Division and rectify, as far as possible,
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defective living conditions in an effort
grdal oimprove the standards of ac-

commodatioug occupied by the natives, and
the buildings generally at the institutions.

We have in mind the establishment of a
similar mobile workshop for the northern-
areas, and roofing materials have already
been collected for the purpose of providing
more adequate shelters at Marble Bar, Port
Hedland and Derby. It is hoped that this
mobile workshop will be a useful institution
in the North, under the direction of a roan
qualified to act as a tradesman. As to native
welfare generally, there has been an in-
creased per capita grant by the department
to the missions, bearing in mind the increase
in the cost of commodities and the need to
ensure that the missions will be able ade-
quately to meet welfare obligations to the
natives in respect of whom the per capita
grant applies. The dietary scale in the de-
partmental institutions has been improved
at Moore River and Carrolup. The Army
scale has been established, together with the
Army system of indenting and rationing out
supplies. This has meant a better scale of
food, together with a saving in the coa' t
by the adoption of the Army system at
these institutions.

Sporting activities have been encouraged,
and I do not need to dilate on that aspect.
A holiday camp was held last year for na-
tives from the Carrolup institution. About
50 of them came to Perth end camped, and
saw the metropolitan area- most of them
for tbe first time. In the previous year they
had their holiday camp at Albany. Broadly
speaking, the department has been endeav-
ouring to maintain a reasonably close con-
tact with the natives in the field, in order to
co-operate with them in achieving better
standards and to encourage them and act
as guardians of their social, housing and in-
dustrial conditions. It has been the endeav-
our, in doing so, to s5pt in co-operation with
employers and station owners and all those
of our own race who are working and pro-
ducing in those -districts. I feel that, as in
all things, our native affairs' policy cannot
be treated as being static.

The natives are changing and conditions
are changing, so our policy must adapt it-
self to those chianging conditions in order
to do the best possible for our native people.
Paternalism, which has been a feature of
our legislation and administration, has

served a purpose, and to some extent it will
still do so, but more and more the native is
expanding his individuality. Through in-
creased contact with new ideas and new
people the native has become more
conscious of the world around him and I
think the role of the department is now one
of co-operation, and guidance and encour-
agement to the native. Its aim should be to
foster constructive and progressive meas-
ures for his betterment and to give to the
natives generally a sense of security and
confidence in themselves and their future,
with the feeling that opportunity lies ahead
of them to improve their conditions and
those of their children. We should make
them feel they are holding a position of re-
sponsibility and are accepted members of
the community in which they live.

Dealing with a subject on which much can
be said, I feel more than ever that difficult
as many prohlems are, and will be, our
native population, our native peoples, have
very con~siderable abilities. They have a
great capacity for advancing themselves
mentally, socially and vocationally. We can
justifiably, although progressively and over
a long period of time, look forward to the
time when they will be entitled to full status
as members of the community; certainly
vocationally and educationally, although
racially one has to acknowledge. that diffi-
culties exist. I think, we can regard our
native population as having a future in
which we can place confidence. To my mind
one thing is certain that no other approach
on the part of the department and State
is possible than an approach to our native
responsibilities on the basis that these people
have a future in which we can help and in
which, in some respects, there need be no
limitations to opportunities and to the rote
they can play in the community.

HON. A. A. M. OOVERLKY (Ktimber-
ley) [L4.23]: I feel somewhat handicapped
at being unable intelligently to discuss these
very important Estimates because for two
years we have not biad the report of the
Commissioner of Native Affairs laid upon
the Table of the House. Therefore the en-
tire administration of the Native Affairs
Department, during the term of this Gov-
ernment, has not been reported upon and-
the reports laid on the Table. At the
last sitting, when the M1inister for
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Housing introduced his Estimates on the
Forestry Department, which is a most im-
portent department with a large expenditure
of money, the discussion took about half
an hour only. The reason was that the
forest plan, under the Forests Act, had
been-

The Minister for Native Affairs: That was
tabled.

Hon. A. A. M'. COVERLEY: I was about
to say that the forest plan had been tabled
and any interested member had had an op-
portunity to analyse the operations of the
department for the forthcoming twelve
months. For that reason there was no need
for any member to spend very long in dis-
cussing those Estimates. However, we find
ourselves in a different predicament with
this most important department. I listened
with a good deal of interest to the Minister's
speech but I finished up somewhat dis-
appointed.

When speaking on the Gen eral Estimates
I asked the Treasurer to give us some reason
for the huge increase in expenditure of this
department. I pointed out that the ex-
penditure had been increased by about
£45,500 in the course of two years. The
Minister for Native Affairs interjected and
said that when be introduced the Estimates
I would be well satisfied. After his intro-
duction I .am most disgusted because this
huge increase has not been explained. It
was very briefly touched upon and the
Minister finished up with the department in
the same predicament as he found it, except
that he has reiterated various promises and
platitudes hut nothing of a material nature,
apart from this woeful expenditure on staff,
has happened.

So I desire to repeat what I said on the
General Estimates. The Estimates for this
department have increased from £80,000,
although the expenditure last year was
£95,102, and they provide for an ex-
pendituire of £e105,402, or an increase of
£(45,500 in two years. What is the
reason for this substantial increase?
What benefit has it been to the natives of
Western Australia? While this department's
Estimates have increased to the extent of
£4,5010, I find also that there has been a
terrific s avin ' L to it because of hospitalisa-
tion. When the present M1inister took office
the Department of Native Affairs was re-
sponsible for the hospitalisation of all

natives. That function has been handed over
to the Medical and Health Department but
no figures have been shown, nor did the
Minister explain just what will be the extent
of those savings. Members must realise that
there are several hospitals, one at Carrolup,
one at Moore River and four in the North.
These hospitals have been taken over and
staffed by the Medical and Hlealth Depart-
ment and members can imagine the vast ;ums
spent on wages by the Native Affairs De-
partment in the past.

The Minitster for Native Affairs: Onlyv the
four in the North have been taken over;
n~t Carrolup or Moore River.

Hon. A. A. 31. COVERLEY: That means
that the four hospitals in the North-West
are now under the administration of the
Medical and Health Department and that
department must supply the wages of the
staff, all the drugs and medicines, and pay
all the bills for food. One can visualise
what a vast sum of money will be saved
to the Department of Native Affairs _Dy
that transfer. The transfer has not been
of any benefit to the natives in any of those
four hospitals. There have been no accom-
modation changes, no improvements in the
medical sense and the hospitals are still
supervised by the local medical officers of
the towns at Broome, Derhy, Port Hledland
and Wyndham. This state of affairs is just
the same as it was when the hospitals were
under the Native Affairs Department. There
is no improvement in staff because the same
members arc still in charge of these hos-
pitals. Originally the hospitals were staffed
by qualified nurses, just as they are today.
The accommodation has not been improved
in any material way. Therefore I want to
know how the Goverunent, or how the
Minister, accounts for this huge saving.
Where has it gone I

There is another department in respect of
which the Minister has been able to save
money, and that deals with education. In
that respect the saving does not affect the
Department of Native Affairs at all. The
Minister circulated some pamphlets to mem-
bers to indicate just what the Education De-
partinent was doing for the natives. He can-
not claim any kudos for that. The Education
Department bad already taken over prior
to the Minister's assuming office, The Moore
River and Carrolup schools had been taken
over and qualified teachers of the Education
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Department were already ini charge. Any
credit in that respect is due to the Educa-
tion Department and particularly to the
teachers in charge. Thene was a considerable
saving under that heading because formerly
the Department of Native Affairs had at
least one teacher looking after the education
of the natives.

A further saving was effected because of
the handing over of Munja Station. Ini-
dentally, I have no grievance to voice re-
specting that transfer because before the
Labour Government left office, I made a
suggestion in that regard and had already
approached the mission people. We have
heard something recently about the school
at Udialla, and some saving was effected un-
der that heading. If members choose to
glance through the Estimates, they will see
-this was mentioned by the Minister him-
self-that in respect of the item dealing
with stores, provisions, clothing etc., and
all other expenditure incidental to promot-
ing the welfare of natives, a reduction Las
been provided for to the extent of approxi-
mnately £6,000. The Minister gave no sound
explanation regarding that reduction, and J
will deal with that point more fully later
on-

To ascertain the reason for the increasdO
expenditure and to ascertain what was hap-
pening, I asked some questions regarding
Government native institutions. I find that
with regard to Moore River the inmates in
1945-46 totalled 294, whle at present there
are 163, or a reduction of 131. When I
asked questions concerning petrol consump-
tion I found not a -reduction, but an in-
crease. There has been an increase of three
in the staff at Moore River during the two-
year period. I want to know what has hap-
cued to those intiates, particularly because
of the very few children who were trans-
ferred to Carrolup. It will be interesting to
know where those 131 natives have gone,
and why an increased staff has been neces-
sary to look after 163 inmates. The same
applies to the Carrolup Native Settlement.
The inmates there have increased from 140
to 1351. an addition of 11. In spite of the
transfer of 30 odd native children from
Moore River, Carrolup has only shown an
increased number of inmates to the extent
of 11. Yet the staff there has been increased
by three! I do not object to any increase in

staff or in increments paid to them, but I
would like to know that they are earning
their salaries.

I would also like to know that while in-
creases are being paid, the added money is
provided for legitimate purposes. If it is
for such purposes and on account of the
number of inmates in the various institu-
tions, it is all right. On the other hand, we
have no explanation as to why the natives
have left these two institutions or what has
become of them, nor yet why the extra staff
is necessary. The Minister explained the
educational system in vogue at the two in-
stitutions, and I have already indicated that
that has nothing to do with the Department
of Native Affairs at all. Had we at our dis-
posal the Commissioner's annual report, we
might hqvc learnt something about these
various mistakes to which I am drawing
attention.

I find from the Estimates that most of
the increased expenditure is absorbed in
increases paid to the staff. I am aware that
a number of fairly highly paid officials have
been appointeol to the Department of Native
Affairs, but the Minister advanced the ex-
planation that many artisans have also been
employed. I do not agree with that state-
ment, because very few artisans are em ploy-
ed by the department. I agree that each in-
stitution should have the services of artl-
sans for manual training purposes, hut I am
aware that very few are so employed. I
know the head office staff, which includes
field officers, has been increased out of all
proportion. I hare no objection to that, pro-
vided the officers are doing something f or
the natives who are their special care-but
they have done nothing. They have not
made agreements with the pastoralists in
the North, about which the Minister spoke
when be introduced his Estimates some 12
months or so ago. If there had been any
improvement respecting the head office of
the department, we might .feel that the
added expenditure was necessary, but if
members will cast their minds back they
will remember that every time I have sub-
mitted questions to the Minister, he has had
to ask for time to secure the requisite re-
plies. Apparently the staff was not available
to give the necessary answers, and even so,
the replies were not always correct. Often
they were incorrect.
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The Minister for Native Affairs: I do not
know of any incorrect answer.

Ron. A. A. U1. COVERLEY: I will draw
the -Minister's attention to at least one. If
he looks at "Hansard" No. 10, page 217, he
will find that I asked a question with regard
to the amount spent on car hire, and the
answer was that £144 had been spent. 1L
asked a similar question on the 1st Septem-
ber with regard to the amount paid for ear
hire and the answer was £122 12s. 6d.

The Minister for Native Affairs: That
was a question on the same matter.

Hon. A. A. 2X. COVERLET: I want to
know what is wrong with the accountancy
section of the department. On the 17th
August I asked what ivas the amount that
had been paid for taxi hire for depart-
mental officers' use and received the answer
that it was £144, and that further amounts
were Expected to he paid. A, fortnight
later I again inquired as to the amount and
was informed that it was £122 12s. Gd. in
any case, that expenditure in my opinion
was a wilful wasite of money. The Minis-
ter ought to pay more attention to the ad-
ministration of his department. I am not
the only one who is of this opinion. My
attention was drawn to this matter on a
couple of occasions. This is what one of
the principal citizens in one of the prin-
cipal towns had to sjay -

I was very pleased to see you having a go
at that taxi hire. W~e all think it is scandal-
ous and I feel that when the final bill comes
in it will he £400, plus the two men's wages
and travelling time.

Another comment I had was as follows:
I would like to know exactly what this trip

cost, and from what I hear niothing has been
accomplished. i would not like to have to pay
the taxi hire or even the wages on this par-
ticular jaunt.

That is local comment. We have had quite
a number of these highly qualified and
highly paid officials journeying around the
Kimberley district, some for long periods,
others for short periods. Expenses are pil-
ing up all the time and nothing is being
accomplished. The Minister would do well
to pay a little closer attention to these
officers who desire for some reason or other
to take a jaunt to the Kimberleys, hire
motorcars, draw travelling expenses and
burn petrol. When these highly paid ol-
ciaq are sent out for publicity purposes,
they might be provided with an office in

which to do their work. It is on record
that quite a number of them are walking
the streets with pocket book and pencil, but
have no office accomnmodation. As a matter
of fact, at Narrogin in the electorate of
the Minister for Work;, an officer, with
note book and pencil, has been seen inter-
viewing natives in the street.

The M1inister for Native Affairs: It is
not such a bad idea, either.

Hon. A. A. '11. COVERLET: 1J might be
a good idea from the Minister's standpoint;
but if I were interviewing a native-or an
employer-I would prefer to do so in pri-
vate, especially if I were asking questions
of a personal nature. Even the police take
people to the station to ask them questions.
I do not agree with the Minister that it is
agood idea; I think it is a very bad one!

The Minister for Native Affairs: There
should be and will be offices.

Hon.' A. A. M1. COVERLET:. The Minis-
ter said he did not know whether the de-
partment always told the truth. I would
refer him to a question asked by the mem-
ber for Hanna us. He asked whether a
highly qualified and highly paid official of
the department had come to an agreement
with reference to the Port Hedland strike.
The answer given by the Minister was
truthful, hut it did not tell the whole story,
which was that the newly appointed officer
went to the Port Red] and district, i4here
the trouble was taking place, and adopted
a conciliatory attitude with a communist
named Mcbeod. Hle joined with him in
addressing a meeting of 200 or 300 natives.
I think thtlt soi~t 'of thing- ought 'to be
stopped.

The Minister for Native Affairs: I am
afraid I have heard exactly the contrary.

Hon. A. A. M1. COVERLET: That is a
matter, of opinion.

The Minister for Native Affairs: He
adopted a rather stern attitude.

Hon. A. A. 21. COVERLET: I made the
statement I did because I have some know-
ledge of the characteristics of natives. In
my opinion, it would have a had influence
on the minds of natives to have a corn-
munist controlling a meeting, whether in
public or in private. Time alone will tell
whether the 'Minister's judzment is right
or wrong. The influence that the depart-
ment will have over those natives in future
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will, in my opinion, be absolutely nil. The
officer might just as well have handed the
whole thing over to Mr. MecLeod. The
natives would ridicule the department after
being asked to listen to the presentation
of a case by a departmental officer in con-
junction with a communist. Whatever pos-
sibility the department had of encourag-
ing the natives to return to work prior to
that meeting, it will not be able to do any-
thing now.

On occasions these -newly appointed officers
employ some of the older hands, on a reason-
ably high salary, and while travelling suck
their brains. This probably is not a bad
idea because they might learn something.
The unfortunate part about it, however, is
that when the newly appointed' officers have
learned all they desire the old hands get
notice to quit. This has happened on more
than one occasion. Whilst the Minister has
given no information on the points I brought
forward as to the saving to the department
of many thousands of pounds, he has given
a very lame reason for the increase in ex-
penditure. He made reference to many plans
with some of which I agree. When the Min-
ister took office most of those plans were al-
ready on the file.

The Minister for Native Affairs: That is
the worst of it; they wvere there and did not
get further.

Hon. A. A. 'M. COVERLEY: Not one of
them has been put into operation with the
exception of the- transfer of the children
to Carrolup from MHoore River. I admit that
was not one of the plans of the previous
Administration. Its plan was -to segregate
the natives at Moore Rivet- A new site was
to be selected and buildings erected for the
for the education of the children, and to this
settlement would be transferred the better
class natives so that they would not have to
mix with the more obstinate and criminal
types that were sent to the settlement for
detention. There has been no adjunct to the
Moore River settlement; there has been no
new home for the Perth girls; there have
been no homes built for half-castes at most
of the institutions, such as Moola Bulls,
Le Grange Bay, Carrolap, etc. The Minister
did gay that four houses had been commenced
at Manla Bulls. That is partly true; there
are four squares of atone in four different
places, but no actual building of any des-
cription has yet been started.

The Minister for Native Affairs: The ma-
terial is there.

Hon. A. A. M, COVERLEY: We have
beard that story before. The reply was that
there was a mass of cobwebs owing to mal-
administration, It is well to remind members
that in spite of all that was said about cob-
webs, the position has not been improved as
far as this department is concerned. Thai
is my grievance. No provision has been
made for the large plans envisaged when the
Estimates were introduced last year. I waw
given to understand that there was to be aia
award made under which the pastoralists
would make payments to the natives; I wani
to know what has happened in regard to it
We have had the highly-paid officers long
enough in the Kimberley district to mak(
some recommendation, and for something t(
be put into operation, but nothing has hap-
pened yet. There have been no imp-rove
ments to the hospitals. Tile only importan'
improvement has been in connection with th.
education of the natives, and that was ear.
ried out by the Education Department anm
put into operation by the predecessor of th4
present Government.

There is an increase on the Loan Ex.
penditure Vote for the purchase of stock foi
Cosuio Newbery. I would like the Mlinistei
to tell urs who recommended this, and why
The 'Minister later indicated that the arci
of Cosmo Newbery had been extended; tha
suggestions were made from an ngricultnrn
point of view, and that the Agricultura
Departmnent was being asked to report oi
the property. I hope the Agricultural De
partment will recommend that no stockinj
takes plae on this property. I am of thi
opinion-and I inspected Cosmo Newber
before the - Government bought it, aul
through ma-y inspection the Government wa
saved £C500--that it is too risky, even fo
a Grovernment inistitution, to stock that pro
perty with either cattle or sheep. I say t
the 'Minister, before he is led into a traged
by some of his officials who do not nndei
stand the country and the conditions, the
he should be very careful about putting an
sort of stock there.

When I inspected the property, befox
purchase, I said that it was an ideal posi
tion for local natives, but it would neve
carry sheep or cattle. I consider it wai
however, an excellent place for goats whie
would he all right to supply milk for t0
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children, and mutton for the adults. The,
,depuartomts would he wise to atick to raising
.goats instead of worrying about sheep or
cattle. I want to reter to some of the state-
,ments made by the Minister. fle said earlier
tbat up to 4ate be only tad plajis and pro-
miuaes. The increase of A16,000 on the Lasti-
mates wa s partly for tradesmen. I want

,to know how many tradesmen he has a~nd
witere they are. He said there was extra
11a gtag according to the native popula-
tioq. What .extra staff is needed? The
,population of the natives of this State has
DpOt accordirig to the statistics, altered to
any .$opt. The field staff is in conformity
with the poicy that was in operation. Our
idea was to have more travelling inspectors.
AAt tbet particular time, staff were bard to
ept because moost of the young men -were
at Ahe war. With extra field staff, the
natives may get more frequent visits, and
these might be a little more supervision by
the newly-appoihted people under a different
-name. That may he of some advantage to
the natives,

The Mfinister also said that there would
he increased institutiou4l weltare. , As a
matter of fact, so far as the Government
is concerned there is none, except that to-
day the Commonmwealth Government provides
child endowment. In the latter part of the
previous Government's administration
material was so hard to get that very little
of that mponey was expended. The Minister
spent little or none last year, and this year
I understand it has a large amount of child
endowment money for expenditure on in-
stitutional matters. Buildings and so on
,do not come out of revenue, hut from loan
funds. So, the Minister has a fair amount
to explain away in connection with the in-
creased revenue expenditure. He also re-
ferred to the various reports by Mr. Moseley
and Mr. Bateman. I had quite a lot to
say when Mr Bateman's report was tabled,
and I do not propose to repeat what I said
then, hut T -would like the Minister to tell
the Committee which of 31r. Bateman's re-
commendations, have been put into operation,
and just what value the report has been.

The 'Minister also had a few compli-
mentary remarks to pass about the Commis-
sioner of Naftive Affairs, ]Te again told u1.s
of his services. in the Papua and New Guinea
areas. I do not doubt that be made a good
administrator there, hut I am not so sure

that he is successful in his administration
in Western Australia. I would lie the
Minister, when replying, to tell us whether
Mr. 'Middleton is one of! the offiers, employed
by the State Government, who is already
drawing superannuation from the!Commoni-
wealth Government. I understand that quite
a few employees of the Native Affairs De-
partment aye drawing Commonwealth super-
annunation. If that is so, it should be
stopped, because, as I have said on other
occasions, there are many married men, able
to take these Positions and fll them
Kpecesfully. We have bad a number of
resigniations from the, department,..and %pAny
eof them were More or less forced on the
,officers concerned because of what they held
to be a grievance against the present ad-
ministration. Several cx-employees of the
department would, in uiy opinion, have been
abn to cary opt the -duties of the newly-
appointed offir.,s, wvithout importing s. ff.

Reference was made by the Minister to
the relieving pf the police officers of bonovary
proteetoisbip. I pay a compliment to the
vast mpj.owity of police ion stables who acted
as honorary protectors during the term I
had the honour of administering the depart-
ment. I frankly admit that there was an
occasional police officer who did not take the
position seriously enough, or who handled
it in the wrong way, but I want to clear up
the idea thdt one policeman acted as pro-
tector and prosecutor. That has never hap-
pened to my knowledge. There are always
two police officers in charge of a police
station, and one would be the prosecutoi,
and th other the protector of natives. If
we were not restricted in this debate to 9
o'clock tonight, I would give the Committee
quite a number of instances of where police
officers, as the protectors of native affairs,
were responsible for lenient treatment, or
acquittal of natives.

Mr. Bateman's report, to a larme extent,
criticise-d the employment of police offiers,
and I took exception to that. While I
admit that there may he one uir two odd
occasions where a police offier ha,. not
done the just or fair thing. T know of hun-
dred., of Pases where these- men wore than
justified their honorary protevtorships, and
were doing the job for nothing. In my
opinion, the ruslority of police officers who
acted aR protectors of natives did an ex-
ceptionally good job, and did much without
any payment.
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The Minister indicated to the Committee
that the reason for transferring the hospi-
talisation of natives to the Medical. and
Health Department was because of the re-
tirement of Dr. 'Mussi,. Dr. 'Musso was a
medical practitioner employed by the Dle-
paitment of Native Affairs, and he travel-
led the State examining and interviewing
natives from a medical and health point of
view. From the inception, and. even prior,
to the, appointment of a medical officer,
the Medical and Health Department
strongly objected to the appointment of a
medical officer who would come under the
administration of the Department of Na-
tive Affairs. The Medical and Health De-
partment raised every possible obstacle,
but Dr. Musso was employed by the Depar 't-
ment of 'Native Affairs and did an exc3ep-
tionally good job for the natives of West-
ern Australia. He travelled the State and
was ful of energy. He had no objection
to working 18 to 24 hours per day, when
JecPs~ary, and the plan as then operated
was entirely successful. I would say that
it was more successful than is the present
one.

The 'Minister indicated that more medi-
cal officers are available and that more in-
spections are being made. Thbat statement
is entirely incorrect. There are two medi-
cal officers in Derby as against one during
the days of Dr. Musso, but the officers in
Derby have a. much 'larger number of
patients to attend to, and their territory
includes Yamipi Sound. One officer has to
t-ravel to Yampi Sound every alternate week
for inspections. As well as thvt, one medi-
cal officer has to do what is locally termed
the ,milk round, and visit the various
stations. So, during the last two years, the
medical officers in Derby have pnade only
cursory inspections of the natives; in the
West Kimberley district. Those office,*
have not done half the job that br. Musso
did. That statement is not meant to be
detrimental to the doctors, because they
have not had the time, or the conveyances,
to get around in ihe same way as Dr.
Musqo. That officer had nothing else to
attend to and therefore he devoted all
his time to the natives. I am satisfied that
the change-over was forced upon the Min-
ister by the Medical and Health Depart-
ment.

The Minister for Native Affairs: That is
quite wrong.

H-on. A. A. Ml. COVE-RLEY: I know from
my own experience that the Chief Medical
Officer, and the entire staff of the depart-
ment, had serious objections to a medical
officer being controlled by the Department
of Native Affairs. Everything possible was
done to prevent the appointment being
made. Even after the appointment over-
tures 'were made to the Prexnier'r Depart-
ment on more than one occasion. This was
done in an endeavour to have t~e medical
officer appointed and controlled by the
Medical and Health Department. The na-
tives have not received any beneft from the
c~hange-over of the hospitals. The~ hospitals
themselves have neVer been altered, the
medical treatment has not been altered, ac-
commodation has not been altered and food
supplies have not been improved. There-
fore I want to know from the Minister
just where this considerable saving is going.

The Minister for Native Affairs: The
change-over has operated only during the
last three months and you do mnot get a
proper appreciation of it in that time.

Hon. A. A. -M. COVERLEY:- It has been
operating for 12 months and surely that is
a reasonable time in which to give it a
trial. If it is to be any improvement, surely
it will have been apparent during that
time. I mentioned-

The Minister for Native Affairs: It is
only three months since the change-over.

Ron. A. A. M. COVE'4TsEY: -on the
General Estimates, that -it was impossible
for the Medical and Health Department to
improve the hospital accommodation or
staff position. That department could not
improve the conditions for our white popu-
lation in the metropolis or country areas,
so how could it make any improvement in
tile far-distant northern areas?2 When
speaking about the education of natives,
the Minister referred to Vdialla. He said
he was awaiting a decision as to whether
any institutional facilities could he estab-
lished there. He said he was, waiting on a
decision because there was another proposi-
tion about establishing an institution fur-
ther north in the Fitzroy area. I tell memn-
bers now that before this Parliament meets
again,' T'dialla will have been sold to a pas-
toralist for the establishment of a sheep-
breeding proposition. The offer has already
been made, and before this Parliament
meets again Udialla will be in use as a
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stud-breeding' establishment. That is the
barren, eaten out property that the Gov-
ernment had to give away on the advice of
its officers!

The Minister for Native Affairs: Do you
think the idea of going further north would
be, a good onel

Hon. A. A. 1M. COVERLEY: I have no
objections, as long as the Government, or
its officers, is prepared to tell the truth.
'My greatest objection is that the Minister
was given information which was not 100
per cent. correct. My grievance is that a
story is being told to members which is not
100 per cent. true.

The Minister for Native Affairs: It is
perfectly true.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The Minis-
tdr indicated to the Committee that Moore
River was to he separated at last. I want
to know when. That would be more to the
point. This promise of separating the
natives from Moore River has been given to
the Chamfer for a number of years, but up
to date nothing has eventuated. This Gov-
ernment has had two and a half years to
make up its mind about purchasing some
other property, but up to now it is only a
promise and, if my guess is correct, the
next time these Estimates are discussed it
will still be only a promise and still be under
consideration. The Minister said that Car-
rolup was to become the educational and
training ground for the native children. That
is a very sound move and I agree with it.
*The Minister also said that some forestry
work was to take place at Moore River, and
I agree with that too. We would probably
have had 12 months' or two years' growth
of pine forest at that institution had there
not been a war and had we been able to ob-
tain the necessary forestry staff to collect
the seedlings and the necessary machinery
to do the cultivation.

I think that Moore River might be a suc-
cess in the growing of Pines. That is the
only thing that could be done successfully at
that institution unless it became a detention
camp. The planting of pines over a few
thousand acres might eventually pay and be
a worthwhile proposition. The area is suited
to the purpose and, with care, attention and
supervision from the Conservator of Forests,
this should be a payable proposition. From
any other point of view the land is not of
much use.

Dluring his remarks, the Minister said
there had been some improvements at the
settlement by way of baths, landries
and other sanitary conveniences. That is
most laudable and I am very glad that the
works have been put into operation. Some
months ago I asked the Minister what,
amount of money was being spent on the
Superintendent's residence. I did that for a
special purpose, because the men employed
on inproving the sanitary conveniences were
taken off and sent to work on the residence
of one of the newly-appointed officers of
the department. Some of the men were taken
down, I ami told, to paint the superinten-
dent's house, plant lawns and gardens, and
perform various other tasks. The Minister
replied that the superintendent's house was
in a very bad state of repair and that it
was urgent to have this work put in hand.
I have no doubt that it was in a bad state of
tep ai

The Minister for Native Affairs: It was
about to slide down the hill.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: -but it was
quite good enough for all the many other
superintendents prior to this importation.
Surely the men should not have been taken
away from doing work on the sanitary con-
veniences, and particularly until the work
at the kindergarten had been finalised.

The Minister for Native Affairs: That
work was going on pt the same time.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: No, it was
not. The Minister is astray. Those works
were being Put into operation when the new
superintendent arrived, and he took the men
from that job and put them to work on his
own residence.

I mentioned earlier that I thought it a
good idea that Munja native station had been
handed over to the Presbyterian Mission.
However, I would like the Minister to give
us some more information as to the condi-
tions of the transfer. I ask that question
because this area, as far as various diseases
are concerned, is the most troublesome in
Western Australia. No other area in West-
ern Australia, from the point of view of
natives, can compare with this particular
one. It is a hotbed of leprosy and venereal
disease, and the natives also suffer from
yaws, which is a disease unknown to white
people. Some years ago, the superintendent
in charge of the mission would not forcibly
send these people down to the hospital for



[20 SEPTEMBER, 1949.] 24

treatment. He told me that he used to ask
them whether they wanted to -go, and if so
be would send them to catch the lugger. If
they said "no" he would leave them there,
I do not know whether that position has been
altered or not, but if it has not been altered,
then the Minister should -see that these
natives are sent away for medical treatment.
If they are not sent away, they are lef t in
the bush to spread diseases to the rest of the
natives, That, 6f course, is not a healthy
state of affairs, and ought to be stopped.

IIf the Minister has to pay something by
way of assistance to the mission he ought to
see that these natives are collected and
brought down for treatment. From the
natives' point of view, it is imperative that
they be collected and brought either to the
Derby leprosarium or the Derby native hos-
pital, for treatment. That area has been a
hotbed of disease for many years. I am sure
the Minister can wake no excuses from a
financial point of vi~w, because he has re-
ceived quite a deal of money from the Chili
Endowment and be could have spent much
of that oil this particular item. In summing
up, the hugle increase in this Vote, which is
shown inl the figures on the Estimates,--an
increase of £4,500-is hard to explain be-
cause the department has saved itself quite
a lot of expenditure by transferring some
of its activities to the Medical and Health
Department. It also has effected savings at
Carroli~p and Munja and has shown a de-
crease of expenditure in the item providing
for the welfare of natives of approximately
£6,000. There is thus a vast amount of
money being saved by this particular depart-
ment.

On the other hand, there has been a lot
,of expenditure which, by closer supervision
by the Minister, may have been avoided.
Listening- to the Minister, I have come to the
conclusion that he finished up with platitudes
and ideals. He did not explain to any ex-
tent the various problems of the Native Af-
fairs Department when he took over, such
as hospitalisation, which problem he gave
away to the Public Health Department.
Scvetal other items which presented
problems, such as Munja Station, he also
gave away, as well as protectorships, con-
cerning which some People were in disagree-
ment. That is typical of the attitude adopted
by the Minister in the last few years. If he
is confronted with a problem he gives it
away and it is a problem no longer.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) (5.15]:
If the member for Kimberley had not been
for nearly three-quarters of an hour-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: I was not as
long as the Minister.

'Mr, ACKLiAND: --criticising the depart-
ment and its administration, I certainly
would not have risen to my feet.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: It will not make
much difference; no-one will take much
notice of you.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not pretend to
know as much about natives as the member
for Kim berley should.

Hon. A. A. MW. Coverley: You are a good
apologist for the Minister.

Mr. ACKLAND: He comes from a part
of the State where natives are in numbers
and also he has been a Minister for Native
Affairs in a previous administration.

Mr , Reynolds: That is why he is in a
position to criticise.

Mr. ACK.LAND: So he should know far
more. about natives than I do.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Stick to the
Estimates and stop talking about natives.

Dix ACKLAND: I do not pretend to
know much about the natives in other parts
of the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You ought to make
a very good speech.

Mr. ACKLAND: There is nothing wrong
with my eyesight or my nose. When I made
a statemnent on the 12th August, 1947, tel-
ling the House of the conditions existing at
the Moore River Native Settlement, it was
a definite understatement. The conditions
were far worse than I outlined, as has been
borne out by the findings of the commission
conducted by Mr. Bateman.

Mir. Hear. How are the communists get-
ting on amongst them 9

Mr. Reynolds: Are there any communists
there?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. ACKLAND: Wherever one went
about that place it was unwholesome and
smelly. If one went into the hospital it
was nearly as unwholesome as any other
part and the dormitories were a disgrace
to all those sleeping in them. Yet one could
not come away from there without a good
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deal of sympathy for the people who were
trying to conduct the settlement. Also where-
ever one went, whether into the wash-house
or the carpenter's shop, or around places
where the men were supposed to be working
on various jobs, people were found gambling,
which gives an idea of the administration
at that time.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That did not
exist under my administration.

Mr. ACKLAND: I was there quite re-
cently and the conditions are now entirely
different. I will admit that in most in-
stances the same buildings were there-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Was the same smell
there?

Mr. ACKILAND- -and as one moved
around it could be seen that the hospital was
as good as any country hospital. The place
was clean, it was painted and perfectly
wholesome; the same conditions existed in
the dormitories. One found the natives en-
gaged on building-and carpentry repairs and
an air of activity pervaded the whole institu-
tion. I think the greatest difference was in
the natives themselves who lived around that
district; at Dandarragan, Moora, Watheroo
and Miling. Previously there was a feeling
of antagonism by the whites towards the
blacks. The blacks were a menace; in fact,
the people at Mliling were constantly asking
for police protection, but today one finds
that there is a totally different feeling exist-
ing, under this new administration.

I am certainly of the opinion that any
extra expenditure 'which has been incurred
in bringing about that state of affairs is
very much to the benefit not only of the
natives but the whole of the State. I wish
to commend the administration for the im-
provements it has effected. I well remember,
soon after my trip to Mogumber, my visit
to the Native Affairs Department in Wel-
lington-street, where I met, if not with hos-
tility, certainly a feeling of great unfriend-
liness. In fact, they went so far as to tell
me that I should have been prosecuted for
not first having obtained permission. I wish
I had been prosecuted because I would have
been able to ventilate the position as it
really existed if I had been taken to Court
for having been on the premises of an insti-
tution without first having received per-
mission.

If one goes to the Native Affairs Depart-
ment today-and I expect my treatment is
no different from that given to anyone else
--one meets with assistance and encourage-
ment to look into all the affairs of the ad-
ministration and the officers are willing to
discuss their plans and intentions. I say
there has been a marked improvement not
only to the benefit of the natives but also
the whole of the State.

NM * MANN (Beverley) [5.25]:- The
member for Irwin-Moore may extol the Min-
ister on his part but we still feel in the Rev-
erley district that the treatment and the
welfare of natives are a positive disgrace
to any Government. We have a large body
of half-castes lolling around the district
without any accommodation and no attempt
mnade to house them! Travelling home from
Perth I see the usual two-up school with as
much as £200 in the ring.

Mr. Reynolds: Where was this?

Mr. MANN: I am not saying, because the
moment I make that disclosure the police
will take steps in the matter. The natives
are entitled to gamble if they so desire hut
what livelihood have they? They are work-
ing on farms today but there is no future
whatever for them. I suppose there would
be at least three or four hundred half-caste
people in my district. Some of the children
attend school and there are some brilliant
students among them. I want the Govern-
ment to initiate a programme of small
homes for them. The future has to be faced.
Why talk about camps on various areas such
as Mogumber and Carrolup? All I am con-
cerned with is a very large population of
people spread over a wide area. I am re-
questing the Government to try to provide
small houses for them.

Mr. Reynolds: How many natives have
you in your area?

Mr, MANN: Easily 300 and the position
is going from bad to worse. The permit sys-
tem is a bad one because those natives who.
are granted permits for the consumption of
liquor and other concessions cause much
more trouble. The payment of child endow-
ment is merely an incentive to breed chil-
dren so that the parents will not work and
they produce large famnilies in order to collect
that endowment. I believe theme must be
some future planned for them. What is the
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use of having one or two spots where they
are controlled when there is this large body
of nomads wandering around? I would have
expected this Government to have done
something because for 14 years, when we
were on the Opposition side of the House,
we were offering criticism as to what should
be done.

I consider that the Government is
barren of any ideas to overcome the prob-
lem. We are going to face a much greater
problem with the half-caste race We are go-
ing to allow them to continue with no future
and with not possible hope. Sur-
rounding many of the towns of this State
there is a certain amount of commonage
land held by the road boards and
I would like to see 20 or 30 acres of such
land allocated to some of these people. The
members of the Cabinet can smile as widely
as they like, but if they have any thought
for the half-castes they will try to do
something for them. I often wonder whether
they have any such thought.

The, Minister for Housing: Members of
Cabinet have much more sincerity than the
member for Beverley.

Mr. MANN; They think it is quite-

The Minister for Lands: You do not ex-
pect us to burst out crying, do youI

Mr. MANN: I am casting no reflection
on the Minister for Native Affairs, and
I aw only suggesting that on this common-
age land 20 or 30 acres could be set aside
for these half-castes, on which they could
build a small home and keep their own cow
and poultry and thus assist themselves to
become decent citizens. Another feature
that must be attended to is that of educat-
ing the children.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Where are they being
educated?-

Mr. MANN: They are not being edu-
cated.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is a fir~e thing!

Mr. MANN: The native children in my
district attend school when it suits them.
I saw a half-caste child at the Bruce Rock
school studying for her Leaving Certifi-
cate. and many more could do likewise if
they were encouraged. This problem has
to be faced by building small homes for
these natives on small lots in commonacre
areas where the husband of the family Pan

go out working on the farms or in other
avenues. These people, if provided with
small homes, could be kept under super-
vision by officials of the local health auth-
ority to ensure cleanliness. I know one
of these men who has a wife and five child-
ren and his home is such that it would
appeal to any white person. That is an
example of what can be done by a clean
homely woman living under decent condi-
tions. However, the state of most of these
people is tragic. It is our responsibility
to help them. In my remarks on this sub-
ject, I am speaking very candidly, and I
say that nothing has been done to help
these people. They are still living in bush
shacks -in wet weather and in hot weather
and I maintain that they are entitled to
better conditions:

There is one restriction I would insist
upon and this is that no half-caste should
be granted a permit to buy drink. Some
of these folk have citizen rights and I am
afraid that some of them buy liquor and
distribute it amongst others and thus cause
trouble. I regret that nothing has been
done for these peopli. Promises have been
made but have not been fulfilled. Right
down the Great Southern to Wagin and
Katanning something ought to be done.
Howvever, as I have pointed out, there has
been an entire lack of system to deal with
these people and at that I express my re-

pet.

MR. OLIVR (Boulder) [5.32]: 1 wish
to take this opportunity to express my dis-
satisfaction at the condition of the natives
along the Trans. line and also at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder, where they may be seen seek-
ing succulent morsels from the garbage
tins. That seems to be the source of the
food supply of some of those people. They
do not appear to have any object in life,
apart from getting a little food, and that
they get either from garbage tins or by
begging.

Nothing appears to have been done for
these natives, as anyone who lives in Kal-
goorlie knows, and they come there from
hundreds of miles around. I do not intend
to belabour the Government for the posi-
tion of the natives, but it is high time that
some interest was taken in them and that
efforts were made to improve their con-
dition, instead of allowing them to live in
the filthy state in which they exist at pre-



2248 [ASSEMBLY.]

sent. I am not blaming Ministers for their
condition. I suppose we are all responsible
for it, but I suggest that it is a reflection
,on us that these natives should be allowed
to live in the way they do. I consider it
would not be a costly business to organise
the matter and improve their lot. The half-
caste problem, in may opinion, is worsening.
The native position in Kalgoorlie 'and
Boulder is certainly a sad reflection on our
-social system and steps should be taken
immediately to improve it.

RON. E. H. H. HALL (Geraldton)
(5.35]1I listened with interest to the long
statement made by the Minister and also
to the criticism by the es-Minister for Na-
tive Affairs-the member for Kimberley. If
more time were -availabile, I would have
spoken at greater length on this important
subject. However, as our time is limited, I
desire to refer to one matter only. I under-
stood the member for Kimiberley to say that
the Minister had supplied the Chamber with
untruthful information. While I admit it
is the duty of an es-Minister, who is in a
privileged position, to criticise the adminis-
tration of the present Minister, -whatever
department might be under consideration,
I think the Minister for Native Affairs
should take notice of the statement of the
member for Kimberley. When we seek in-
formation, we have a right to expect the
Minister in charge of the department to ex-
ert his utmost, endeavours to ensure that
what is supplied to him by the departmen-
tal officers is carect. For the member for
Kimberley to say that incorrect or untruth-
ful information had been given-

Hon. A. A. MI. Coverley: What I said was
"statements not in accordance with fact."

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Then the bon-
member's assertion that statements not in
accordance with fact have been given us by
the 'Minister should be cleared up. We have
a right to expect that the Minister, even
though be proposes to vacate his portfolio
shortly, should not permit that statement to
pass -unnoticed,

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.381: 1 would not have spoken
but for a statement made by the member
for Beverley. I assume that he knew what
be was talking about, but he made a very
disquieting statement to the effect that con-

siderable numbers of half-castes in his dis-
trict are not receiving any education at all.
1 recall that, when we were sitting on the
Government side of the Chamber, we had
repeated complaints from the then Opposi-
tion about native children being' educated
with white children. We hear nothing about
that now, but I understand that such native
children as are being educated are, in the
main, still being educated with white child-
ren in the same places whence protests were
previously made. Therefore it appears to
make a difference whether one is sitting on
this side of the Chamber or on the Govern-
ment side.

The point that concerns me, if it is true,
is that there are large numbers of half-caste
children who are not receiving any education
at all. If that is so, we are storing up a
heap of trouble for ourselves.

The Premier: Where are those children?

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: I understood from
the hon. member that they were in Bever-
ley. The Premier heard the hon. member's
remarks. I questioned him by interjection
as to whether they were being educated and
he replied, "Not at all." If that is so, it
is a most unsatisfactory state of affairs.
Education is a responsibility of the State.
The Conmmonwealth Government makes
money available for expenditure on the
natives in various directions, but it is not
a responsibility of the Commonwealth to
provide for their education. That is our
job. If we are going to disregard the in-
terests of these children in the matter, a
number of them will later present a pretty
problem for us. We have a responsibility
and should shoulder it.

I prefer-I have always said this, al-
though members opposite never did-that
native children should be educated along with
white children in order that we might eventu-
ally assimilate them, but they should be
educated somehow, and, if not with white
children, should have schools of their own,
but they should not he left to continue to
run wild without any education at all. The
provision of proper education for them is
the responsibility of the State, so I hope
that some attention will he given to the
matter in order that an effective remedy
might be applied as speedily as possible.
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M. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [5.421: 1I
do -not intend to speak at iength on
this Vote. There are quite a few natives
wandering around my electorate and I fedl
they arc entitled to be there, perhaps more
so than I am. However, there are some
unsatisfactory features that ought to receive
attention. Recently I had occaion to visit
some of my electors in Paddington. Pen-
sioners living there are paying 12s. 6id, per
1,000 gallons for water. Unfortunately one
of these pensioners is blind and the other
is fairly'deaf. The natives are using the
water for which these old-age pensioners are
paying. I do not say that the natives should
not have water, but it should he the respon-
sibility of the Government to supply them.
I suggest to the responsible Minister that
a supply should be provided at some point
where the natives could satisfy their require-
ments. Admittedly, these natives are knock-
ed about from pillar to post. They come
into Kalgoorlie and use the water for which
the residents have to pay and, as the mem-
ber for Boulder pointed out, often rely for
food upon the straps obtained from garbage
tins,

THE MINSTER FOR NTATIVE
AFFAIRS (Hon. R. RI. McDonald-West
Perth-in reply) [5.44):- Taking the last
point first of all, I shall make inquiries into
the matter raised by the member for Han.
Dans. As to the remarks of the member
for Oeraldton, I gathered that the member
for Kimberley did not suggest that I know-
ingly gave the Chamber untruthful informa-.
tion.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: I think I made
it clear that I was referring to the informa-
tion supplied by your staff.

The MINISTER ,FOR NAT17VE
AFFAIRS: The hon. member was referring
to certain figures of expenditure, as to which
I shall make inquiries. It is always possible
for errors to creep into figures supplied by
departmental heads, however careful they
might be. I want to assure members that I
have the most complete and implicit con-
fidence in the officers of the Native Affairs
Department and believe that the information
they supply is completely accurate in their
view in reply to any questions asked in
Parliament, or elsewhere.

The member for Boulder spoke of the
natives on the Trans. line. That is something
to which he very justifiably referred. The
whole situation is one that we should ia-
prove, and we should remove the unsatis-
factory conditions obtaining there as soon as
possible. The additional field staff is for the
purpose of dealing with matters of that
kind. One of our district officers is now
stationed at Kalgoorlie, and part of his duty
-almost the main part-is to try to effect
an improvement in the situation of the
natives east of Kalgoorlie and along that
line.

Hon. &, H. Fenton: The trouble starts
wheni they go to Kalgoorlie.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: That is so; and we want to try
to get that situation on to a more effective
basis. The member for Beverley referred to
half-casates. I think there are some cases of
nomadic half-caste parents whose children do
not receive the regular schooling they should.
It is a matter of difficulty to ensure 100 per
cent, attendance, but I do not think it is
correct to say that there are large numbers
of half-caste children not receiving school-
ing.

There is a growing consciousness on the
part of natives in favour of better oppor-
tunities for education for their children, It
is a matter of encouragement to find that
attitude existing. On the whole, in the South-
West Land Division, I think a steady im-
provement has been made in the'attendance
of the native children at schools; and once
again I want to say that part of the in-
creased expenditure is for the very purpose
of having district officers who will go around
and ensure that children do attend school,
and keep in contact with the children and
the parents in order to improve their con-
ditions. And we cannot have a good type
of district officer without spending more
money.

The member for Kimberley is quite en-
titled to differ from policy views which are
held by me as his successor, and I am just as
entitled to differ from his; and I have
not the slightest hesitation -in differing-
from him regarding the transfer of certain
matters to the Health Department. I came
t5 the conclusion that I would not continue
as Minister for Native Affairs if the healthr
of the natives were to remain under the-
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,completely inadequate system that pre-
vailed before. I would not have it on my
c!onscience that through lack of proper
supervision and control from headquarters,
hundreds or thousands of natives might
-die thr~ugh some introduced disease which
might have been obviated bry some effective
-administration superior to the dual sys-
tern which had previously operated. I make
no apology for any change of policy in
that respect.

The hon. member referred to the absence
of reports. I regret that is so. When I
became 'Minister for Native Affairs in
April, 1947, I found that the last report
of the Commissioner that had been tabled
here was for the year ended the 30th June,
1944, three years previously. There was
at that time an acting Commissioner-the
Commissioner being ill-and other acting
officers, and the administrative part of the
department's activities was being conducted
-under difficulties.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: There was prac-
tically a temporary staff during the war.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Yes. I am not blaming the
previous M1inister for the arrears of re-
ports in his time; but since then reports
have been in process of compilation under
the direction of Mr. Middleton; and I hope

taby the time this Parliament rises, at'
reports up to thi- 30th .June, 1948, will hove
been laid on the Table so that we shall be
right up to date.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You will admit
that the irepcr-t will not be of value then.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Undoubtedly. But when I took
office -reports were nearly three years in
-arrear and we have heen trying to overtake
the lag ever since. One of the reports-
for 1044-4.3-has been filed, and other rc'-
ports to 'he end of June, 1948, are about
completed and, I hope, will be tabled be-
fore the end of the session.

We are spendinir much more money, and
I would not spend a penny less. We have
patrol officers going through different parts
of the State and T hope we will have more,
with this added money, looking after the
natives: seeing that the children go to
school and that they get a fair elane;
"eeina- that satisfactory and equitable
-money arrangements are made as between

employers of native labour and the natives;
keeping an eye on the missions; and seeing
that the institutions are run on proper lines.

Hon. E. Nulsen: The missions are doing
a fairly good job.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: I pay a tribute to the missions
at which there are devoted men and women
who are giving their lives to the better-
ment of our native people. Part of the
expenditure is for tradesmen who are work-
ing in the native institutions at Moola
Bulla, Moore River, Carrolup and else-
where. The mobile workshop of which I
spoke is visiting the reserves to build up
decent camps.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That is not in
operation yet.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: It is. Today it is working at
Pinjarra. Of course one cannot mention
Pinjarra without some reaction. The mobile
workshop is about to go there because the
local road hoard, which has an interest in
the natives, following the visit of the dis-
trict officer, gave £25 for the purpose of
erecting buildings on the local reserve. I
believe other road hoards will follow suit;
in fact, some have already done so. In
the district of the member for Northam
there has been a definite interest in hous-
ing accommodation for natives; and with
the aid of the mobile workshop in improv-
ing conditions on reserves in the way of
shelters and helping institutional buildings,
we will imake some impression.

I am satisfied these officers are doing
good work and they are the best men that
could be obtained. They were not selected
by me or by the Commissioner of Native
Affairs, but by the Public Service Comnmis-
sinner. I have seen the list of applicants:
and the men appointed as district officers,
whether they were local or came from other
States or from Papua, were outstanding
beyond doubt in the qualifications they pos-
sessed for this particularly important and
responsible duty amongst natives, a duty
that requires qualifications not found in
everybody.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I think they have a
pretty tough job.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: We are spending money-a lot
of mioney- and I hope 'we shall spend a lot
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more. I hope the next Minister will ask for
a lot wore. At our native institutions we
employ natives in domestic and other occupa-
tions. Sometimes they work on cattle stations.
Altogether there are some 300 or 400 natives
so employed.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: I told you two
years ago you would want £100,000.

The 'MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: If the bon. member said
£100,000, he was right. I am spending it,
and I hope more will be spent. We are pay-
ing those native labourers, and that accounts
for part of the increased money that has
been spent. Under thd old scale, in addition
to their keep, they were paid as low as 3d.
per week. The average wage at Moore River
under the old scale was Is, 4d. per week in
addition to keep. We are altering that. I
am not going to maintain a system under
which people who work are paid that
amount. That is reason for part of the in-
creased expenditure. The natives have been
paid less than is allowed to people in gaols,
who were sent there for having committed
crimes. At Moore River we are spending-
money. In 1935, 14 years ago, the then Com-
missioner, 'Mr. Neville, wrote to the Minis-
ter in these words-

I feel that if wve attempt to carry on much
longer in existing circumstances we are bound
to meet serious trouble. We have the health
of the staff, as well as the inmates, to con-
sider, and as you know from your own per-
sonal visits the condition. of affairs in this
respect is very far from 'what it should be
at a Government institutioni.

Twelve years after that report and many
other reports from the Health Department,
which I do not want to weary the Commit-
tee by -reading, Mr. Bateman reported-and
his report is mild compared to the reports
of the health inspectors-

Sanitation and hiygiene are merely words
without meaning at -Moore River, the lavatory,
bathroom and laundry conveniences being not
onlyv prim-itive but in some eases disgraceful.
The bedding in the children's dormitories was
filthy.

We are altering that; and if nothing else
had happened during the last 12 months, I
would be content with the fact that we have
put in a new laundry, a proper ablution sys-
tem and a sanitary system with a septic
basis, at Moore River. We are in process of
-removing the buildings which have been con-
demned by the health authorities and re-

designing and re-constructing them so as to
make the aektlement worthwhile. Concerning
Moola Bulls, Mr. Bateman wrote--

rThe~ department has circularised all stations
in the North requesting them -to provide bet-
ter housing for their working natives. While
this action ntay be commendable in itself, it
is a btrange. request coming from an authority
which has made no effort itself to provide
housing for many of its own native inmates.

That is a report on Moola Bulla after all
these years. Well, we are spending money
there to provide housing. So in relation to
all these activities we are spending money,
because we must. We are spending money
ini the South-West land area amongst half-
castes, and we have patrol officers out there
who are paid a decent salary. I hope we
will have more, because I regard the situ a-
tion of half-castes as one which is capable
of being saved. But every minute is precious.
Unless we can do something to get these
people upon a better basis, from the point
of view of living conditions, education, at-
titude towards society and responsibilities of
eitizcnship, we shall be building up a wealth
of trouble. We will have a gypsy race which
will be a social problem for, perhaps, genera-
tions. But 'we are just ia time:

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do not forget educa-
tins is not the least important requirement.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: I do not forgot that. I men-
tioned education.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is not the least mn-
haorts tt requirement.

The M 3iNISTER -FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: It is not. It is most important.
That is why we arc spending money on
patrol officers and district officers, particu-
larly in the Great Southern district. We can-
not afford to wait a year longer before doing
what we can to reclaim our half-caste popui-
lation for acceptsane into the community and
the observance of standards of responsibility
and decent citizenship. And we can do it,
hut I want the support and encouragement
of the member for Kimberley, with his great
knowledge of the native;, for the work of
this department.

The officers concerned, from the Commis-
sioner downwards, are devoted men faced
with a tremendous and difficult task. They
are filled with anxiety and worry over the
problems with which they are faced. Al-
though the Commissioner has been there for
only a year he has done an enormous
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amount of work. He is such an enthusiast
that when I go away with him on a long trip
I sometimes become almost a little tired. He
talks of nothing but natives, all the time,
because he is so napped up in the work.
Again 1 ask for the support and encourage-
ment of members and of the public for the
plans and aspirations and work of this de-
partment, and I am sure that help and en-
couragement will be forthcoming.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, W230,705:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Tborn-Toodyay) [6.21: In introducing
the Estimates of the Lands Department I
wish to inform the Committee that the
revenue of the department for 1948-49 was
an all-time record, the total amount col-
lected being £C389,073, due to the increased
demand for land, good prices and excellent
seasons. During the year, the department
held a number of auction sales of town
lots. The returns received from each sale
were exceptionally good. It is considered
that the release of these lots had a steady-
ing influence on the market price of vacant
land. The department's expenditure for
1949-50 is estimated to be £44,537 over that
of the previous year, owing mainly to the
provision of additional staff in the Survey
Branch, where the arrears of work are ex-
cessive, due to the routine work of the de-
partment being set aside during the war
years in order to cope with urgent defduce
surveys and plans. "The staff of the Land
Settlement Branch has been increased, as
well as that of the Immigration Branch.

During the year the department took
over the staff of the Land Sales Control
from the Commonwealth. Provision was
made in the Estimates for a f ull year's ex-
penditure, but with the discontinuance of
the Act on the 31st December next the
Estimates have been reduced to Salaries
£1,167, and Contingencies £300. The Leader
of the Opposition made mention of the sale
of Crown lands. I agree that in the past
the value placed on land has been low, and
I do not think that in i tself is wrong. but
what does require review are the improve-
ment conditions in regard to Crown land.
It is regrettable that large areas of free-
hold land remain undeveloped. This has
been hrouaht about by the easy conditions
of sale of Crown land.

In view of the big demand for farming
lands today, I consider it advisable to have
the question of improvement conditions re-
viewed, and intend to look into this matter
at an early date. At the present time vani-
ous projects for the development of Crown
land are under consideration. This will
solve the question of development to a
great extent, as the developmental work
will be sufficient to ensure that farmers
taking up the holdings are in a position to
meet their liabilities and to earn a reason-
able living from the areas ranted to them.
The total area of land in the State alien-
ated, or in the course of alienation, amount%
to 32,161,903 acres. Of this area, 15,223,328
acres are cleared. The total area sown to
rain is 3,716,671 acres and that sown with

other crops is 657,321 acres. The area of
established orchards and vineyards is
32,088 acres, and land used for gardens,
etc., totals 8,716 acres. The area under
sown pasture is 2,459,112 acres, and the
land used for grazing totals 6,249,941 acres.

The Estimates submitted for expenditure
by the Surveyor General's office, during the
year to the 30th June, 1030, provide for in-
creased amounts for field work, consequent
upon more surveyors being employed, and
an increase in the cost of the work. Costs
generally are high, and estimates fom trans-
port and upkeep of motor vehicles are
greater than in previous years. The vehicles
are old, but cannot be replaced under pre-
sent conditions, also increases in costs are
caused by an advance in the schedule of
payments to contract surveyors, more sur-
vevors being employed, and a greater wages
bill. There are now five contract surveyors
and five staff men in full-time employment,
and three contract surveyors employed
part-time.

The normal routine surveys are still
greatly in arrears, but it has been found
possible to keep up with the more urgent
work for land settlement and the Housing
Commission. MuIch of the routine wvork is
being done, but the demand is increasing,
and must take second place to surveys of
a more urgent nature. The number of sur-
veyors in the field is about half what is
really required, and it must be some con-
siderable time before the an-ears of work
ean he caught up. Further aerial surveys
are contemplated for State mapping. The
benefit of the aerial surveys made in the
last two years is becoming apparent, and
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photo-maps to required scales are being
published, and Wre found of great value.
The Chief Draftsman is now producing
mile-to-the-inch photo-maps of the Ord
River Valley and adjacent country, for the
use of the Department of Works, from
photo-maps made by the R.A.A.F.

The high prices being received by pri-
inary producers have been reflected in an
increase in applications for Crown lands,
particularly in areas of light country. This,
with the developmental work being carried
out in the southern parts of the State,
presages a very busy year for the Survey
Branch. The Leader of the Opposition
made reference to the work done by his
Government to adjust the position of farm-
ers on repurchased estates, with particular
regard to Yandanooka and Avondale. It
may interest him to learn that the commit-
tee set up by the present Government to
examine the repurchased estates, and the
individual farmers' accounts in connection
therewith, is now nearing completion of its
work.

It has been found necessary to transfer
some farmers to other holdings with a view
to giving extra land to those remaining on
the estates. The major -work being carried
out is the consolidation of the Lands De-
partment and the Rural and Industries Bank
accounts, with a view to farmers having to
deal with only one department. In some
instances it has been necesstary to write down
the debts of both the bank and the Lands
Department.

Ron. A. H. Panton: That has been going
on all down the years.

The MKINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
we are separating the accounts and getting
them in order. The mnain difference will be
that one department will be responsible for
the one account. it is hoped that as a
result of the work of the committee, repur-
chased estate farmers will, in future, be able
to meet their liabilities. The Government
has continued to press all aspects of land
settlement during the past 12 months, but,
in view of undertakings given with respect
to the rehabilitation of e-Servicemnen upon
the land, first attention has been given to
those problems affecting the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme.

It has been the desire of the Government
tbat the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme should not he regarded as a water-

tight scheme within itself, but as part of
a general land settlement policy. In putting
this policy into effect, the Land Settlement
Board, while continuing to purchase as many
suitably developed or partly developed pro-
perties as possible, has at the same time
proceeded with plans for the development
of suitable Crown lands, both for war ser-
vice land settlement and for private de-
velopment. The occupation on the care-
taker-allottee basis, which enabled properties
to be occupied a short while after acquisi-
tion, has proved most satisfactory and has
avoided properties being thrown out of pro-
duction between the date of purchase and
allotment on the perpetual lease basis as
required in the agreement. Owing to re-
quests \vhich were received from numbers of
ex-Servicemen for an opportunity to help
in the development of properties, a scheme
for the allotment of such properties to ex-
Servicemen who would be prepared to work
under wages conditions, or as contractors,
in the development of their farms, was
formlated and put into operation early this
year.

The first property to be allotted on this
basis was the "Tootra" estate, 'where 26
farms were advertised, the allottees under-
standi~ng thait it would be approximately 12
mouths before developmental work, such as
fences, water supply and housing, would
enable the occupation of individual blocks
to take place. Approximately 200 applica-
tions were received. A number of other pro-
perties has been advertised since then, and
the number of applicants has indicated that
many en-Servicemen are 'prepared to live
under difficult conditions, for some time and
help in the development of farms, provided
they have an assurance that the properties
will ultimately be allotted to them. The
special advantage of this scheme is that the
developmental work can be carried out more
expeditiously and economically, particularly
where additional labour has to be employed.

Sitting suspended !rain 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- I was
dealing with the allotting of prope rty on tbe
allottee-earetaker system with the object of
allowing the allottee an opportunity to work
on the development of his own property. I
believe that the development and occupation
of farms has, been placed on a realistic and
equitable basis, which has overcome criticism
that may have been levelled at the War 5cr-
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vice Land Settlement Scheme to the effect
that it was somewhat Utopian in conception.

The provision of housing and farm build-
ings continues to be one of the most difficult
problems. Last year I did not have an oppor-
tunity to introduce the Lands Estimates, On
that occasion I had intended advising mem-
bers that the Land Settlement Board had
investigated the possibilities of pre-fabri-
eating a temporary 2-roomed cottage, which
ultimately would become the employees'
quarters on the farmn when it was possible
to build a more permanent structure for the
er-Serviceman lessee. These cottages over-
came the problem of assembling materials at
isolated places in the country, which was the
principal reason why contractors were un-
willing to tender for houses or buildings on
farms. I approved of a contract for 50 of
these cottages, all of which have been deliver-
ed. An experiment in joining two of these
2-roomed cottages and adding verandahs,
back and front, with wash-house, bathroom
and sanitary accommodation, indicated that
the pre-f abrication of 4-roomed houses would
probably overcome the question of the erec-
tion of permanent homes on War Service
Land Settlement farms.

Mr. Hoar: Are any of those in the South-
West?I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yec5- A
contract for a hundred of these houses,' to-
gether with a hundred combined shearing
and machinery sheds, has been let, and 50
of these cottages are ready for delivery.

Mr. Nalder: What is the estimated cost?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some-
where about £800, erected. Of these cottages,
30 have been delivered already and have been,
or are, in the process of erection. Great
credit is due to the contractor, Mr. 0. A.
Doran, for his initiative in developing this
system. As much use as possible is made of
private contractors in the erection of farm
buildings, but the greater part of the reno-
vation of buildings is being carried out by
the building division controlled by the Land
Settlement Board. The programme is still
very extensive, as the following statistics
dealing with completed and contemplated
buildings will show.

Hon. J. T_ Tonkin: Did you say "ceon-
templated" 1

The MINISTER FOR LA'NDS:- Yes.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What does that
meant

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: In the sweet by and
by; that is what "contemplated" means.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
contemplated.

Eon. J. T, Tonikin: And no hope.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of course
there is; they are an established fact. They
are there already.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They are contemn-
plated in the sweet by and by.

The MINISTE R FOR LANDS: They are
there!I The statistics arc as follows:

Coin- Contem-
pleted. plated.

New houses............... 17 173
Renovated houses.......... 65 114
Temporary quarters (Later-

employees) .. .. ..
Dairies ..... .....
Shearing, machinery or hay

she s .. ... ..

36 222
55 44

28 230

This shows we have everything organised and
know what is before us. Owing to the short-
age of material, houses are being given first
preference, and the board is working in close
co-operation with the Housing Commission
in regard to the best utilisation of materials
such as galvanised iron, piping, asbestos,
etc.

With regard to the purchase of properties,
the Land Settlement Board took special steps
during the year to avoid delays in advising
vendors that properties under offer were
suitable for the scheme, or otherwise. Land
and estate agents and stock firms have co-
operated with the Land Settlement Board,
and the number of properties purchased by
the board is approximately the same as dur-
ing the previous years. The close co-opera-
tion between the Chief Valuer responsible
for the valuation of properties and also the
staff of the Commonwealth Director of War
Service Land Settlement has continued, with
the result that approvals for the purchase
Of Properties have not been delayed for un-
reasonable periods. The total number of
properties purchased since the inception of
the scheme to the 30th June, 1949, was 414,
costing approximately £2,342,625. These
properties. will subdivide into about 550
farms.

Hion. A. H. Panton: At whose cost? That
of the Commonwealth Government?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Yes; but,
of course, we bear some share of it. During
the 12 months ended the 30th June, 1949, 157
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properties were purchased costing £653,635.
1 am pleased to report that the occupation
of farms has continued during the yea;, the
limiting factor to the speed of allotment be-
ing materials for development, such as hous-
ing materials, fencing wire and cemint for
dairie., but, wherever possible, measures
have been taken to provide emergency lividg
conditions. The allotment of farms now
totals 395, of which 368 have been occupied.
A further 39 farms have been advertised
also for allotment. The task is still a formid-
able one, as there still remain approximately
833 qualified applicants for wheat and sheep
farms and 149 qualified applicants for dairy
farms awaiting allotment. In addition to
these qualified applicants, there are approxi-
mately 450 applicants requiring practical
training, although it is believed that a con-
siderable proportio n of these are in good
positions and have probably changed their
minds regarding the development of farms.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They will be too old
lbefore they can get their farms.

The MTNISTER FOR LANDS: An in-
teresting result of the increased speed of
allotment of farms has been the apparent
renewed interest in the scheme by ex-Ser-
viemn, snd there are some 80 compara-
tively recent applicants who have not yet
been classified. Progress so far has been
encouraging and it appears that all appli-
cants for dairy farms will be placed within
a comparatively reasonable time, perhaps
two years. However, the position is not so
favourable with regard to applicants for
wheat and sheep farms. For this reason,
the Government has been most anlxious to
push on with the development of Crown
lands in areas suitable for wool and fat lamb
production with some cropping, which would
give those originally desiring wheat and
sheep farms an opportunity to obtain a
property upon which their experience would
be valuable.

The War Service Land Settlement Agree-
ment provides that at the end of the assis-
tance period, which is 12 months, the farmer
is expected to commence paying his commit-
ments consequent upon the leasing of his
property. During the assistance period, the
whole of the proceeds of the farm are paid
to the Land Settlement Board, the net pro-
ceeds being available for meeting commit-
ments; at the end of the assistance period.

In order to permit the farmer to handle
his own proceeds and manage his property
on his own account, arrangements have been
made for the accounts of the farmers who
have reached the end of the assistance period,
to be transferred to the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank, and 152 accounts have been al-
ready transferred. However, the Land Settle-
ment Board is still responsible for
arrangements for the completion of* the
developmental work on each property.

As the Commonwealth Government is un-
willing to make funds available for the pur-
chase of stock and plant when properties
are offered for sale, the State Government
undertakes to purchase properties on the
"walk-in walk-out" basis wherever possible,
in view of the shortage particularly of farm
machinery. The number of stock being heldI
by the board varies from time to time as
stock are purchased from the Pool by
allottees. Sheep numbers, including lambs,
vary* from 25,000 to 80,000, whilst dairy
cattle, including heifers, vary from 500 to
1,000 available for distribution.

There has been criticism in certain
quarters, probably clue to a lack of appre-
ciation of the developmental work being
carried out on repurchased estates, that the
placing of ox-Servicemen on purchased pro-
perties did not lead to any worthwhile
developmental programme, but was merely
the replacing of one farmer by an ex-Ser-
viceman. I have already mentioned that
over 409 properties have been purchased,
and these will subdivide into approximately
550 farms. However, this does not indicate
the large developmental programme on such
repurchased properties.

A total area of approximately 90,000
acres remains to be cleared on repurchased
farms. Of this area, 13,600 acres have been
completed and 16,500 acres have been
treated, usually by bulldozing, and are
ready for burning this summer. The great
hulk of this work has been done by private
contractors Who are showing an increasing
interest in clearing required by the Govern-
ment, in view of the comparatively large
areas being handled, which do not necessi-
tate the travelling of heavy machinery so
frequently or such long distances as on
private properties. During the year, a com-
mencement has been made in utilising im-
migrant labour, and a training camp for 50
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men has been in operation for some months.
After an initial period of training, this
labour is proving satisfactory, and it is
planned to increase its use progressively
during the next 12 months.

With regard to the establishment of pas-
tures, 94,000 acres of pasture have been
planned on repurchased farms. Of this
area, 15;000 acres have been completed, and
it is anticipated that at least 16,000 acres
will he planted next season. This does not
include areas which will be developed on
Ciown lands,' it is surprising that very few
farms that have been purchased ha\'e a rea-
sonably safe water supply for stock, al-
though many of the properties pnrchased
have been fanned for half a century.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Why surprising, see-
ing that it is so all over the wheatbelt?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is sur-
prising.

* Hon. A. H. Panton: There is no water
there during the summer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What I
am indicating is that the previous owners
made no provision for ample water supplies
on their properties. As a" adequate water
supply is essential on all farms, the board
provides for a large "key'' dam in the
dry areas to enable stock to be carried
through a full season under drought con-
ditions. The programme at present provides
for the construction of 390 dams varying
from 1,500 to 4,000 cubic yards, depending
upon the district. Owing to the lack of
dam-sinking equipment, only 81 dams were
sunk during last year, although contractors
are showing increasing interest in work on
behalf of the board. In addition to dams,
the possibility of bores is being explored
and 66 successful bores have been located
and the majority equipped.

Because of the lack of maintenance diur-
inz the war years and the necessity for
additional fencing where properties are
subdivided, the fencing programme is a
very considerable one, as the following
figures will indicate:-

93 miles of new fenc-ing bave been com-.
pleted, and

928 miles prodided for in the future pro-
gramme.

188 miles have been reconditioned and pro-
vision made for a further 1,634 miles.

It has been impossible to obtain a constant
supply of fencing wire of any type from
local sources, and in order to make some
progress it has been necessary to import
supplies from oversea. Lack of fencing
material will he a severe limiting factor
on the development of Crown lands unless
a greater quota of local production than
that now being received can be made avail-
able for such a large programme. I re-
quested the board to purchase any avail-
able supplies from the Army Disposals
Commission, and valuable quantities of
barbed wire have been secured from this
source. Fifty-three miles of rabbit netting
have been imported from Singapore and
196 miles from Belgium, as well as 292
tons of barbed wire from Japan.

Hon. F. S. S. Wise: Have you details
of the cost9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The de-
tails are in hand, but I cannot state them
from memory. In addition to these im-
portations, a further quantity of 300 tons
of 121/ gauge steel tensile fencing wire
has been ordered from overses. These
activities, together with the administra-
tion involved in financing developmental
work and the activities of allottees, have
necessitated an increase in the administra-
tive staff, which is reflected in the Esti-
mates.

During the year a scheme for, the de-
velopment of the tobacco industry was
submitted and accepted by the Common-
wealth Government. The scheme initially
provides for the establishment of at least
60 tobacco farms within the next three
.years. The tobacco industry, being of a
highly technical and specialised nature,
necessitates practical training in the vari-
ouis cultural techniques before success can
be expected. A training school has been
established at Manjimup where quotas of
20 prospective growers will receive 12
months' practical training. The course in-
cludds the growing of approximately 25
acres of tobacco and the first quota will
complete its training next Suly. The school
has necessi tated the building of dormi-
tories. amenity rooms, kitchen and other
buildinv% required on a practical tobacco
farm, this work being carried out by the
building section of the Land Settlement
Board. Training and instruction at the
school are under the direction of the De-
partment of Agriculture.
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With regard to the dried fruits and
wine industries, a proposal has been sub-
mitted for the establishment of up to 30
vineyards as a project under the War Ser-
vice Land Settlement Scheme and accepted
by the Commonwealth, provided suitable
land can be found for this purpose.

Since I submitted the Estimates last
year, progress has been made in planning
and commencing operations in the develop-
ment of areas of Crown lands in the higher
rainfall districts. A stimulus to the nees-
sity of urgently developing Crown lands
and generally improving the production of
alienated lands throughout the State has
become momentous, in view of the demand
from Great Britain for additional supplies
of foodstuffs, particularly meat, under the
15-ycar plan now under discussion between
the Commonwealth Government and the
British Ministry of Food. The Premier
has already submitted a plan to the Com-
monwealth Government for the develop-
ment within five years of up to 1,000,000
acres in the southern areas of the State
enjoying a rainfall of over 16 inches. In
addition, be has pointed out that a quick
survey of representative farmers. through-
out the road board districts in this rainfall
area above 16 inches has shown that at
least 800,000 acres would be cleared on
occupied farms if contractors for this work
were available. The limiting factor is an
adequate supply of heavy tractors and
equipment for clearing and dam sinking.

A strong case has been submitted by the
Government to the Comptroller General of
Customs for dollars for the importation of
machines and inquiries are being made as
to the possibility of obtaining such equip-
ment from non-dollar areas including Great
Britain, France and Italy. The most ex-
tensive undeveloped areas for which informa-
tion regarding soil surveys and other essen-
tial information is available are those areas
which serve the port of Albany within a
radius of 50 to 80 miles. The Government
has already formulated plans and is coin-*
mitted to extensive works in this area cover-
ing essential utilities, such as harbour de-
velopment, .re-grading of the railway south
of itatanning, erection of superphosphate
works. extension of the Agricultural Water
Supply Scheme to Mt. Barker, extension of
the electricity main from Albany to 7Mt.
Barker, and expenditure on "feeder" roads,'
all of which 'form an essential base for a

widespread development in the surrounding
districts. The projects included in this area
of approximately 1,000,000 acres embrace
essentially six principal districts varying in
their agricultural use according to soil and
climatic factors as follows:

The Manypeaks area of approximately
50,000 acres commencing 20 miles east of Al-
bany. This area has been accepted now by the
Commionwealth Government as a War Service
Land Settlement project, following on inspec-
tions by C 'ommionwealth officials of approxi-
mately 350 acres which have been cleared and
sown to pasture during the present season.
Preparations are being made now for the clear-
ing of this area on a face, the speed of which
will be dependent upon the success in the ef-
forts now being made to obtain machinery
specially suitedl for this work. The estimated
cost of development is approximately £500,000.

North Frankland, which includes die Rocky
Gully area of approximately 20%~000 acres. The
soil survey of this area is now complete and
a submission will be forwarded to the Commnon-
wealth Government within the next few weeks
for its development under the War Service
Land Settlement Scheme into farms suitable
for sheep grazing, cereal growing and, where
suitable, dairying. The estimated cost of de-
velopment is approximately £2,000,000. A
working plan has been arranged with the
Forests Department for the utilisation of
marketable timber and this will enable de-
velopment to proceed as rapidly as equipment
will permit.

South Stirling. This area of 3450,000 acres,
consisting of treeless undulating plain, extends
from Woogenellup eastwards to the Pallinup
River, bounded on the south by the coast, and
enjoying a rainfall of from 16 to 25 inches
The area, reglarding which there is not a grat
deal of factual information, has b>een soil sur-
veyed on the western end. ThMe soil survey
will be completed during the coming year. The
Government has approved of the development
of up to 10 "pilot" farm, each of approxi-
mately 2,000 acres. An area of over 4.000
acres has, been ploughed, embracing the various
types of land in the soil survey, and about
1,000 acres were sown this season under experi-
mental conditions. The area is suitable for
wool and f at lamb production but not for
wheat growing.

Dcnbarker. This area of approximately
120,000 acres, carrying jarrak and redgum, lies
between Mt. Barker and Denmark. A soil sur-
vey has been completed and the area would
be suitable for dairy farmning in the southern
portion, extending to wool and fat lamb pro-
duction in the north. The Forests Department
advises that the whole area carries marketable
timber of from one and a half to four loads
per acre, and leases have been arranged for
the milling of the timber commencing at the
northern end. This area will not be developed
on a large scale until sufficient equipment is
available so that development can take Place
concurrently with that in the Frankland River
arma.
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Narrikup. Extensive areas of low-lying
sandy soil extend e"sward from the Great
Southern railway line south of Mt. Barker. The
government has approved of up to 10 1 1pilot"
farms fbr dairying in an area north-east of
Narrikup. These farms, which will be only 17
to 27 mules from the port of Albany, will con-
sist of a minimum of 400 acres of land suit-
able for pasture, of which 200 acres will be
developed and eventually carry 40 milking
cows. The Government proposes that in the
initial stages these farms will be made avail-
able to applicants outside of the War Service
LAd Settlement Scheme who possess some
capital, but preference will be given to re-
turned soldiers. Development has commenced
in this area and at least five properties will he
ready for burning off during the current
summer.

North Stirling. The Northr Stirling project,-
embracing approximately 300,000r acres, con-'
sists for the maina part of clay loanis to sand5'
soil in a block south of a line from Ongerup
to Needilup down. to the Pallinup River, The
area carries principally mallee in the northern
quarter, but the remainder consists of treeless
undulating plain. The Deprtment of Agri-
culture is carving out experiments which indi-
cate that the -area is deficieat in zinc and prob-
ably copper,,but would be suitable for cereal
growing, including wheat on a long rotation,
and wool and fat lamb produetion. The de-
velopment of this area would not present any
clearing problems.

Inquiries have shown that it is possible, sub-
ject to Commonwealth collaboration, to de-
velop these areas within five years, leading
to a production of various types of 8,000
tons of meat (660,000 lambs), increasing to
14,000 tons of meat (1,000,000 lambs) with-
in ten years. This will be in addition to
2,000 tons of butter which would be pro-
duced in the area suitable for dairying.
This plan has already been submitted to
the Commonwealth Government and is being
actively investigated by it. The Government
haq% also received approval from the Corn-
monwealth for the fnrther development of
.30 farms at Northcliffe, following upon
demonstrations during- the last 18 months
that, with the use of suitable equipment, the
re-conditioning of abandioned areas and the
clearing of selected types of virgin country
can he carried out econcmically.

In conclotion on the Lands Estimates, I
woul 11 o to pay a tribute to the chairman
of the land Settlement Board and the
members a"-ocinted with him. They have
applie-d themselves to this lob with great
earnestness. The details I hare given to-
night will indicate to members the large
amount of work that the board has dune.

I would also like to pay a tribute to our
field supervis-ors. I have not, with respect
to visiting the country, been inactive regard-
ing land settlement. That is the best way
of gaining first-hand knowledge of what is
taking place. I have made many trips dur-
ing the last two years through the countryN
with the chairman of the hoard, and I have
seen for myself what is going on. I have
met the field supervisors at the different
centres. It is pleasing to see the type of
men appointed, and their enthusiasm for
the scheme. The policy with respect to
soldier land settlement is to appoint re-
turned soldiers to the different positions.
Our field supervisors are, generally speak-
ing, returned men of the 1914-18 war. As
I previously said, it is gratifying to see
their enthusiasm. They are not concerned
about a seven-hour day or an eight-hour
day. If there is work to he done, or they
can give help to the young men-the new
allottees-they do so.

H on.- F. J. S. Wise: Can you give us
any details of the State's requirements, to
meet the soldier settlement needs of the
State ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
afraid not. We are marshalling all details
of our requirements for the scheme. We
are only heing fed from hand to mouth
because of the great shortage of materials.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I am talking of pro-
perties-

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: I have
indicalted during my speech that up to dafe
there has been no falling-off of properties;
they are still being offered to the scheme.
I feel it is the Soldier Land Settlement
Scheme that is making the market for land
today. If we held our hand for any leng-th
of time there would, I think, he a great fall-
ing-off of market values. I may not be
right, hat that is what I think. We have
consulted the big-ger firms, such as Dal-
getys, Elders and Goldsbrough-;, and we
have an understanding with them that they
will continue to offer properties to us. I
am hoping they will.

Mr. Hoar: I should think they would now

that there is no limit.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
still on the market. I have given notice of
a Bill to make provision for the offering
of these properties, and undoubtedly we will
have to pay the market price.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Why did not you try
to amend the Resumption bf Land Act?
That would have been better.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: if it
becomes necessary to do so, I feel that we
shall. The sdhere has to go on.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise! You have no chance
of meeting it out of Crown lands.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
n debatable question, too. We have -some
big schemes in action now that will go a
long way towvards providing-

lion. F. J. S. Wise: What new areas?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
just mentioned them.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: They are not new.

The MINI§ER FOR LANDS: They
may not be, but when I came into office
nothing was being done.

Eon. A. H. Panton: Manypeaks was
surveyed. I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All that
was taking place at Manypeaks was a soil
survecy.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Was it not started
in 1946?S

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; It does
not matter when it was started; it was not
moving because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was not interested in it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It has nothing to
do with the Commonwealth Government.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
because, after all, we want to use Common-
wealth finance. I shall get on to migration.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You had better get
off this.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no need to.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The soil survey of
Manypeaks was completed in 1946. You
cannot deny that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not too sure of that. The point I am try-
ing to make is that the Commonwealth flov-

erment was not interested. The State Gov-
ernment found £6,000 for the initial experi-
ments.

Hon. A. H. Panton; The last State Gov-
ernment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would
not deny the hon. member anything. While
he was occupying the position, he pushed
it along as ha rd as he could.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
had better address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
activities of the Immigration Branch of the
department are rapidly increasing and pas-
sages of migrants to Western Australia are
becoming more regular. From now on there
will he a constant flow of British people.
In addition, a large number of displaced
persons will be earning to this State. I have
had the opportunity of meeting a number
of these people, and can say they should
make good citizens. The. Railway Depart-
ment and the State Housing Commission
have lodged nominations for special trades-
men, and these men are now arriving in the
State. They will make a valuable contribu-
tion to the building programme and to the
rehabilitation of the railways.

Arrangements have been made to accom-
modate th families at Point Walter until
they can make their own arrangements else-
where. There are no facilities at Point
Walter for families to cook their food, and
it will be necessary for them to obtain meals
under a cafeteria system at th 'e hostel dining
halls. The Public Works Department is at
present extending the ablution block and
erecting additional accommodation. In ad-
dition to the special tradesmen, the State
has nominated a group of workers includ-
ing domestics, and farm and general labour-
ers. This increase in migration will over-
come the shortage of labour in various in-
dustries and be of great benefit to the State.
I come now to the Rural and Industries
Bank.

Point of' Order.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I notice that the
Minister for Lands is introducing the Esti-
mates of all his departments, seriatim. I
want to know from you, Sir, whether, when
von call the item or Division, "Lands," you
will permit us to discuss lands, mirration
and agriculture?
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The Chairman: If the Minister introduces
all of his Divisions, members can discuss
any that he has introduced.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Even on the first
Division you call!

The Chairman: Yes.
.Committee Resumed.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I move-
That the Minister be not now beard.

I draw attention to the fact that the
Ministers are taking up the time of the
sitting. Private members will not have a
chance of doing anything. The guillotine
is hanging over us to fall at 9 o'clock. I
refer to the difference between this year and
last year. Last year the introduction of
the Minister for Lands' Estimates took up
about 12 lines. I adpit that the Minister
for Education did the job, but he had the
notes of the Minister for Lands, and he
could have been just as long as the Minister
for Lands has been tonight. He is mono-
polising the sitting.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! What Stand-
ing Order is the hon. member quoting?

HRon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Standing Order
No. 116. 1 have moved in this way because
the Minister will monopolise the rest of the
sitting, and members on this side of the
Chamber will not have a chance of ventilat-
ing their grievances on the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not think
the member for Fremantle is in order in
moving under Standing Order 116.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why not?
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Has that been sus-

pended tooI
The CHAIRMAN: I refer members to

Standing Order 139. It would have been
quite competent for the hon. member to have
moved under Standing Order 116 before the
Minister had started, but on looking at
Standing Order 139 I am afraid it is not
competent for the member for Fremantle
to interrupt the Minister in the middle of
his speech.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I draw attention
to the fact that I did not interrupt the
Minister when he was on his feet. I got up
when the Minister had resumed his seat. He
was sitting there.

The Minister for Lands: You did nothing
of the sort.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister was
sitting in his seat when I moved. The
Minister is not going to bluff his way
through as he has done before. He was in
his seat and you, Mr. Chairman, know it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Fremantle must obey the Chair. We will
clear up the point as to how the member
for Fremantle is moving. The Minister for
Lands has the floor. The member for Fee-
mfintle got up on a point of order, anid the
Minister for Lands immediately resumed his
seat at my request. The Minister still has
the floor unless there is a particular point
of order on which the member for Fre-
mantle has risen.

Motion ruled out.

Dissent from Chairm an's Ruling.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Then I must dissent
from your ruling, because the Minister was
not on his feet.

The Chairman: Order!

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I am in order. I
am moving that your ruling be disagreed
with. I am perfectly in order. Refute
that, Mr. Chairman, if you can. Am I not
able to move that your ruling be disagreed
withI Are you going to gag us as the
Government has with the guillotine? If so,
it is time we 'got out of the place. I am
moving to disagree with your ruling.

The Chairman: Is the member for Fre-
mantle moving under Standing Order 1189

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: Yes.

The Chairman: I rule that the member
for Fremantle should have taken action be-
fore the Minister started his speech; that
it is not competent for him to interrupt
the Minister for Lands in the course of his
speech.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How can he be inter-
rupted if he is not on his feet?

The Chairman: That is my ruling.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I would like' to
clarify this if I may, calmly. The Minister
for Lands was not on his feet. I was speak.
ing to you, Sir, on a point of order seeking
an explanation as to what we may discuss
on the first item, and the Minister for Lands
was in his seat when the member for Fre-
mantle rose.
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The Chairman: The Minister for Lands
still has the floor. A point of order does
not interrupt his speech, so as to give leave
to take action under Standing Order 116.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What Standing Order
gives the Minister the right to explain the
various departments under his control, even
though they refer to different Divisions?
It is the normal practice, when a Minister"
is handling several departments, to introduce
one, and allow it to be debated, before intro-
ducing the others. What gives him the right,
if he so desires, to proceed with the lot?

The Chairman: It is Standing Order No.
390 which provides-

(a) A general discussion on the whole of
the Estimates held on the first Vote.

(b), A general discussion on the administra,-
tion of a, Minister's department held on the
first Vote of that department.

I take it that the Minister is entitled to
discuss the whole of the portfolio. Would
the Minister he agreeable to allow discussion
to proceed on the other departmentsl The
Minister has the right, if he so desires, to
carry on but, if he wishes to introduce them
separately, other procedure can be adopted.

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: I want to, know
whether you are going to allow the Minister
to ruzi1 the SiiOW, Llr. Chatirmlan, mar whether~
you are.

The Chairman: My ruling is that, if the
Minister desires, be is entitled to introduce
all the Divisions cowing within his portfolio.
If he wishes to introduc *e them separately
he is entitled to do so. It is for the Minister
for Lands to decide whether he wants to
proceed.

Hon.- J. T. Tonkin: Do not ride rough
shod over the lot of us. Mr. Chairman,
mierely because the Government has 'A
majority. Let us be reasonable. If you have
a right course to take then indicate what that
course is and back it up with a Standing
Order. You answered my question by refer-
ring to Standing Order No. 390. My reading
of that Order is that it refers to a depart-
ment in the singular and not in the plural.
It states-

Notwithstanding the provisions of Standing
Order, No. 3.75, -no member (except the Minis-.
t-r. who shall have the right to reply) shall
speak more than once during-

(a) A general discuanion on the whiple of
the Estimates held on the first vote.

(b) &. general discussion on the adminis-
tration of a Minister's Department held on
the first vote of that Department. -

In both eases the reply of the Minister shall
close the debate.

In all Qther ecases the rules of debate in
Committee of 'the whole shall 'be maintained.
That says nothing about the Minister having
the right to deal with several departments at
the one time and on the Vote of one depart-
ment.

The Chairman: The custom in this Cham-
ber, as far as I can recollect and other mem-
bers will recollect, has been for the Minis-
ters, in many cases1 to introduce all the
Divisions coming under their portfolios.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Provided nobody
takes objection to it.

The Chairman: If objection is taken the
Standing Order can be interpreted in differ-
ent ways. If the Opposition takes objection
then I will ask the Minister for Lands~

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is not what the
Minister for Lands would like.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Mr. Chairman, I
have given notice that I disagree with your
ruling. Until that motion has been (lecided
the debate cannot continue.

The Chairman : Does the hon. member
want to wiove that my ruling be disagreed
withI

Ron. -J. B. Sleeman: I moved that your
ruling be disagreed with in so far as you
refused to accept a motion that the Minis-
ter be not now beard. You claimed that I
should have done it before the Minister rose.
How could I possibly have done that? Once
the Minister gets on his feet and says "Mr.
Chairman" he has the floor. Before the Min-
ister for Lands started to speak I did not
know who was going to speak. I did not
know that until he got to his feet.

The Chairman: I think the member for
Fremantle has sufficiently explained his
motion. That will have to be debated before
the other debate can be resumed. Do I under-
stand that the member for Frem antic de-
finitely wishes to disagree with my ruling?

Hon. J. B. Siceman: I have already moved
to that effect.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman having stated the dissent.

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: Are you going to give
a ruling Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: I want to hear the bon.
member's version first.
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Ron. J. B. Sleeman: Standing Order No.
.116 says-

A motion may be made that any Mfember
irho bus risen "Be now heard,'' or ''Do now
speak," or "Be not now beard."

The Chairman of Committees states that I
should have moved my motion, that the Min-
ister be not now heard, before the Minister
was on his feet. I say that is absurd. For
the moment I am not to know whether any
memher on the front bench is going to get
up. The Whip in the back bench may he
going to get up or even the member for
Swan. Immediately a member rises and
says, "Mr. Speaker," he has the floor. I
want to know why this Standing Order was
inserted if it cannot be moved. I know that
you, Sir, will refer me to another Order
which says that a member cannot interrupt
another member when he is on his feet. As
as matter of fact the 'Minister was not on
his feet at the time although, I will admit,
he perhaps had ihe right of the floor. How-
ever, he was in his seat when I moved my
motion because the point of order had been
raised and the Minister was not speaking at
the time. Therefore I did not interrupt him
while he was speaking.

This Standing Order No. 116 must be put
there for a purpose and I say that it is put
there in cases where a man goes too long or
has been disobedient, or some such thing.
The motion can be moved that the member
he not now heard and I think it is a neces-
sary Standing Order. it is especially es-
sential tonight because, as I have pointed
out, the Minister for Lands, and other Min-
isters have deliberately wasted the time of
the Chamber in order to bring the clock
round to the hour of nine when the guillo-
tine will fall.

The Premier: There has been no deliber-
ate wasting of time.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Minister for
Native Affairs took about one and a
half hours to introduce the Estimates for
his department and, although I will admit
that it is an important department, I say
there are departments which are larger and
just as important and which have not -yet
been discussed. I refer to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Railway Depart-
ment, the -Mines Department-

Mr- Graham: And the Prichs Branch.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: -and many others.
Ministers have been mnerely wasting time
waitingr for the clock to reach nine and

then the Opposition will be gagged again
as we have been once before. Last year
wvhen the Minister for Lands was ill the
'Minister for Education introduced the
Estimates on his behalf. The 11inister for
Education introduced the Lands Estimates
just like a barrow full of bricks. He tip-
ped them into the Chamber and said,
"Here they are; do what you like with
them. " He should have made a speech
in introducing those Estimates because the
Minister for Lands should have had all
his no tea here and he could have given
them to the Minister for Education before
he left. The Minister for Education could
then have explained them to the Committee,
but he did not do so.

Last year the Minister for Health when
introducing the Estimates for that impor-
tant department, took only 15 lines of
' 'Han sard.'' Fancy introducing an im-
portant department such as that in such
a short time! The Lands Department Esti-
mates took only half a dozen lines but to-
night, because the guillotine is about to
fall, the Minister for Native Affairs takes
one and a half hours to introduce his
Estimates. The way the Minister for
Lands is going it will be some time before
he finishes because I understand he intends
to go on with Agriculture and put the two
portfolios in the one barrel. That is quite
wrong and I hope the House will agree
with me that the Minister be no longer
heard. If that is done members on this
side of the House will he able to have a
few words to say before the guillotine falls.
I will not take up any further time but I
hope the House will agree to my motion.

The Minister for Lands: I was proceed-
ing with my Estimates. I had sought ad-
vice on the matter and was informed that
I could proceed and I did so. I did this
to give the Chamber full opportunity to
discuss all departments.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: To give your-
self full publicity.

Mr. Graham: That'Is it.

The Minister for Lands: I am not like
the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: That at least is something
in my favour.

The Minister for Lands: The Leader of
the Opposition rose on a point of order
and under Standing Orders, when a mem-
ber rises on a point of order, the member
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speaking has to resume his seat. I re-
sumed my scat and was rising to continue
nmy remarks when the Chairman gave his
decision and when the member for Fre-
mantle rose on a point of order. There-
fore I had no option but to resume my
seat again. I do not want to upset this
Chamber and I thought that if I continued
my remarks it would take only another 10
minutes. That would have given members
of the Opposition a chance of discussing
the whole of my Estimates.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: How much chance?

The Minister for Lands: It would have
given the members of the Opposition suffi-
cient opportunity. However, I am quite
happy to leave the matter in your hands,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Turning Parlia-
ment into a butcher's shop.

Mr. Speaker: As far as I can see it
there are two Standing Orders in question;
they are Standing Orders No. 116 and 130.
Standing Order No. 116 reads-

A motion may be made that any member who
has risen "Be now -beard," or, "Do now
speak" or, "Be not now heard."P

Standing Order No. 139 says-

No zucinber slall interrupt another member
while speaking, unless (1) to request that his
words be taken down; (2) to call attention to
a point of order; or (3) to enu attention to
the want of at quorum.
This is a peculiar cast and that makes it a
little difficult in trying to interpret the
Standing Orders. My point is that the Min-
ister did resume his seat, but only because of
a point of order. That, of course, is not
covered in the second part of Standing
Order No. 139. Therefore, I have to de-
cide, where Standing Orders are silent,
what the intention was. I can only con-
clude that when a member is interrupted
by a point of order he is not interrupted
in his speech so as to prevent him com-
pleting it, but merely interrupted at that
point, and therefore his speech is still in
the process of being made and he has the
right to continue it. Therefore the motion
that he be not now heard could only have
been taken when he bad risen but before he
started to speak. Therefore, I rule that the
Chairman of Committees was in order.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Before you leave
the Chair, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask for your interpretation. If the Minister

for Ldnds rises and says, "Mr. Speaker,"
he starts to speak. If that is the ease he
has the floor has he not?

Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Then you, Sir, say

that I should do it at that stage. If I can
do it then I can do it now. Once a man
rises in his place and says "Mr. Speaker,"
he has the floor. It is impossible for me
to ask that a member be no longer heard
before he rises in his place because I am
not to know when he is going to rise. It
might be that a member whom I very much
want to hear is intending to speak, and if
I move that the member be no longer heard
I might be referring to him and that would
not he my intention. Could you give a
ruling on that, Mr. Speaker'?

Mr. Speaker: Like many other Standing
Orders, there is room for improvement. We
have already decided that once this session.
I think the intention of the Standing Order
is quite clear. It does not say anything
about speaking and I thtrefore support the
Chairman of Committees.

Committee Resumed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I realise
that the members of the Opposition are not
too favourable to my continuing. I had
started on the Estimates for the Rural Bauk
an1d as there are only another 12 lines I
will complete them and then resume may
seat. Salaries show an increase for 1949-
50, but incidental expenditure is the same
as f or last year. During the year the staff
of the bank will enjoy the benefit for the
whole 12 months of those increases granted
under the award, and the payment -involved
will increase salary expenditure. Certain
payments will also have to be made to
officers, who, by the Commissioner's permis-
sion, will receive payments in respect of
long service leave which accrued up to the
date of the award. While last year's in-
cidental costs showed a decrease of £14,881
with the Estimate of £50,000, provision is
again being made for £50,000. This will
provide for the opening of additional
branches, but it is hoped that once more
actual expenditure will be below the esti-
mated figure. I do not know whether mem-
bers would like to hear any more.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: No. We've heard
enough.
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MR. HOAR (Nelson) [8.29]: will not
taki up very much time of the Chamber.

Mr. Graham: You can't even if you wanted
to.

Mr. HOAR: I do not want to take up
much time because I know the Premier is
anxious to get away as early as possible and
hide his bead in shame. flowerer, there are
one or two matters in connection with Lands
and Agriculture about which I would like to
make some reference. It must here become
increasingly clear to the Minister for Lands
that the problem of soldier land settlement,
which seemed so simple two and a half years
ago, is not as simple as it appeared.
* The Minister for Lands: You are imnagin-

ing things now.

Mr. HOAR : *1 am not imagining at all.
The Minister for Lands: Of course you

are,

Mr. HOAR: When I had the honour to
sit on the other side of the House for some
time, this particular subject was one which
was ridiculed to a considerable extent by
members of the present Government and they
attempted to deride the efforts of the then
Government to settle soldiers on the land.

The Minister for Lands: You show us
that in "Hansard."

..Mr. HOAR: I can find it.

The Minister for Lands: Then quote it.
Mr. HOAR: I cannot find the remarks

in "Hansard" for the moment as I have not
a copy with me.

The Minister for Lands: Of course you
cannot.

Mr. -HOAR: I quoted themn last year from
"Hansard." This task is a difficult one for
any Minister to undertake but the public
were misled just as much on this particular
question as they were on housing and other
matters concerning which members opposite
chose to criticise the efforts of the then
Labour Government. The progress over the
last two and a half years has not been nearly
so fast as I would expect under this Govern-
ment in view of its promises to the people
in 1947, and considering that it has received
extremely favourable treatment from the
Commonwealth for the Soldier Land Settle-
ment Scheme.

The Minister for Lands: No more favour-
able than did the previous Government.

Mr. HOAR: That is definitely untrue be-
cause in the original draft, which laid down
the standards for the Soldier Land Settle-
ment Scheme, the agreement between the
Commonwealth and the State made the re-
quirements so stringent that when this Gov-
ernment assumed office it found them un-
workable and it strained every nerve to con-
vince the Commonwealth, even within a
matter of a few weeks of assuming office,
that those conditions were not workable in
Western Australia. In its attempt to do so
it said that it would do no better than the
previous Government did as far as putting
soldiers on the land was concerned, unless
the conditions were broken down. As a
result, ;ihen we -bear the Minister quoting
figuares in respect of the 368 farms, most of
which are in the wheat areas, we know full
well that they have only been acquired be-
cause of the Commonwealth Government's
approval being obtained to break down thbe
terms pertaining to soldier land settlement.

We know that under the original agree-
ment it was necessary to have a house built
conforming to a certain standard. That
standard has been broken down, and it is
now possible to house a soldier settler and
his family in quarters which the previous
Government would have considered sub-'
normal. The other provision pertaining to
the dairying industry, namely, that a 40-cow
stage should be reached before a farmer
could be declared to be self-supporting or
alternatively that he had to be a solvent
member or a good customer of the Rural
Bank, has been broken down. Numerous
conditions that were previously in existence
have also been broken down. So, any pro-
gress that has been made during the past
two and a half years refets credit on the
Commonwealth Government and no credit
is due to this Government. There has been
a good deal of dissatisfaction among soldier
settlers themselves, in spite of the fact that
much has been done for them.

I know of instances where a number of
men have formed an association purely to
protect. their own interests against what they
have considered to be the overhearing atti-
tude of this Government. They have held
protest meetings on various matters that
have affected them personally and action
has had to be taken by the department over
the past 12 months to try to smooth things
over. There has been definite evidence of
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bad farm-planning and we have had some
corroboration of that in the questions that
were answered last Friday by the Minister
for Lands and were. asked by the member
for Loeederville. There were eight questions
all told and in the answers to a number of
them the Minister attempted to explain away
the questions, and in at least three of them
he requested some further information. As
to that, I want to know whether the Minister
and his department are not sufficiently in-
terested to seek this information for them-
selves thrdugh their own field supervisors.

Some important charges were levelled on
those questions because one cannot consider
them to be anything other than some sort
of challenge to the Government if the in-
formation or the implication behind them
is correct. There was one in respect
to a house built in a swamp and the man
cannot get within half a mile of it with his
car because of the fiature of the ground upon
which it is built. That is bad farm-planning,
because it is obvious that this question is
backing up something of substance that is
particularly sound or would not have been
asked. The man on this particular location
evidently knew 'what he was talking about
and he wanted to know why these things
happen. I also wish to find out why houses
and wells for dairy-farmers have been es-
tablished in places that have been condemned
by health officers.

Many things have gone wrong with sol-
dier settlement so far as it affects farm-
planning. Therefore, I do not believe the
Minister is at all justified in taking too much
credit upon himself for what has been ac-
complished. A good deal has yet to be
done before the Minister realises his ambi-
tion of getting farms for these other 149
applicants. If the present speeding up of
allotment continues in the way it is doing,
it will be some six and a half to seven years
after the cessation of hostilities before the
last soldier settler will be placed on a dairy
farm. That indicates to the State
and the people generally that when
this Government sat in opposition and
pointed the finger of scorn at the Labour
Government it certainly did not know what
it was talking about or what it had to face.

The Minister made reference to a tobacco
venture that has been' undertaken in the
Manjiniup area. We know of course that

there has been a research station of
some 17 acres established there to which this
and the previous Government have rendered
support. In addition, there is an establish-
ment some four miles away on suitable land
and of sufficient acreage for the purpose of
training some 00 soldier settlers whto desire
to take up land for tobacco-growing. It is
not long since I inspected that establish-
went and I found that all the Minister had
said about it was true. It is well ipid out,
the living quarters are very comfortable and
none of the men that I spoke to had any
complaint to make of the facilities provided
for them. But there is, to my way of think-
ig, serious ground for complaint in respect
to ceitain conditions there.

I do not belie*N it is right that any man
in this- country should work for less than
the basic wage and that is what those men
are doing. If the Minister's desires are ful-
filled, the. 20 men who are there for 12
months wvill normally pass on and will be
replaced by another 20, that is, provided
suitable land can be obtained for them.
However, the ruling rate for married men
is £5 15s. a week plus a living-away-from-
home allowance of 30s. a week. The single
men receive £5 109. a week.

The Minister for Lands: Do they get an
allowanc?

Mr. HOAR: No.

The Minister for Lands: That is very
cheap board and they are being paid to
attend school and learn something.

Mr. HOAR: Most of these men are mar-
ried and, because of the inadequacy of ac-
commodation in Manjimup, their families
are living in Perth and elsewhere and out
of £C5 15s. per week they are expected to
keep two homes going.

The Minister for Lands: That is all the
Commonwealth Government will pay them.

Mr. HOAR: I knew quite well the Minis-
ter would blame this on to the Common-
wealth Government.

The Mfinister for Lands: It makes the
allowance.

Mr. HOAR: It is not right for the Min-
ister to sit down and accept that, or that
these men should have to work for less than
the basic -wage.
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The Minister for Lands: Have you taken
the matter up with the Commonwealth
authoritiest

Mr. HOAR: I am taking it up with the
Minister now because they are not being
paid £5 15s. a week for a 40-hour week but
for a M4-hour week, and they can be called
npon at any time of the day tn order to
ensure the efficiency of this training centre.

The Atto'ney General: Is not the rate
the same as the other Commonwealth
trainees are receiving?

Mr. HOAR: That is so, hut I am asking
the 'Minister to approach the Commonwealth
Government to have the matter rectified.

The Attorney General: it is not work;
it is a school, is it not?

Mr. HOAR: The Attorney General is tell-
ing me it is not work! He should go down
there and have a go at it himself.

The Attorney General: They are not em-
ployed.

Mr. HOAR: It does not make any differ-
ence whether they are employed or not. The
position is that these people are expected
to keep two homes going on £5 15s. a week
and such conditions should not be allowed
under any scheme between this State and
the Commonwealth, whether they are work-
ing or not; but as it so happens they are
working extremely hard. I would like to
see the Minister do something about that.
The married men are being underpaid by
eli 12s. a week and the single men by £1
17s. a week: that is, according to the basic
wage, and allowing for the four extra hours.
It is not right that the Minister should
accept this position just because the Com-
monwealth said those are the rates which
should apply, but he should take steps to
have the rates increased. These men are
expected to pass out of the school and get
on to their own farms, but obviously they
are beirg done an injustice. The Minister
is the only one whom I can approach, And
that is what I am doing.

Another matter, which is surely not a
fair one, is the question of permits to travel
on the State railways. Under this scheme,
only one permit is granted per year to these
people to rejoin their families. If they
desire to make any further trips, they must
pay for them out of their own pockets, and

that costs them about £3 on each occasion.
Apart from being underpaid they are suf-
fering the further imposition of being sep-
arated from their families and, if it is their
desire to see them a little oftener than once
a year, they have to foot the bill.

The Minister for Lands: They are receiv-
ing. 30s. a week away-from-home allowance.

Mr. HOAR: Yes, but that does not apply
to single men.

The Minister for Lands: Living is cheaper
in AManjimup than here.

Mr. HOAR: There is no argument about
this, and I think it is a matter the Min-
ister could well take up and make a railway
permit available once every two months.
That is not too much to ask for these men
and it would give them an opportunity to
visit their families a little more frequently
than they are able to do at present, if they
so desire.,

The Minister for Lands: That is reason-
able.I

Mr. HOAR: I desired to say something
on the Estimates of the Department of
Agriculture.

The Minister for Lands: I was trying to
give you an opportunity.

'Mr. HOAR: We have had the spectacle
of Ministers occupying three-,quarters of the
day's sitting so that little time has been left
for others to discuss the matter. If the
Minister is so anxious to get out of the
public eye as soon as possible and go into
hiding, I had better leave any further re-
marks until some other time.

3M. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(8.46]: I regret that our time is limited, but
I have a small matter I wish to bring to the
notice of the Mlinister with regard to sur-
veys. For a long time, every member who
has had dealings with the Lands Depart-
ment on behalf of country clients has found
that surveys are a long way behind schedule.

The Minister for Lands: That is correct.

iMr. KELLY: It is high time the Minister
took some remedial action. We have been
told that it is difficult to get men to do
surveying work without having previously
had a considerable amount of training. I
understand that is correct.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.
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Mr. KELLY: At the same time, it is use-
less for me to go back to the farmers and
tell them that they cannot proceed with their
fencing or other plans because the depart-
ment is under-staffed.

The Minister for Lands: Have you any
private surveyors up there

Mr. KELLY: The Minister has had three
years in which to set up a school for the
training of surveyors so that the existing
position might not continue for all time.

The Minister for Lands: There is a cer-
tain number of trainees now.

Mr. KELLY: I asked a question two years
ago about the number of trainees, but very
little has been done. If the trainees will not
be of any use to the department for another
year or two, efforts should be made to im-
port a sufficient number of surveyors in
order that arrears of work might be 'over-
taken. There is another aspect, namely, that
extra work is being thrown on the present
staff, During the last three years and prob-
ably for a longer period, those men have been
working long hours in the face of great diffi-
culties and under great mental stress 'because
of the knowledge'that the work is so far in
arrears that they cannot do justice to their
positions- The Minister should give consid-
eration to this aspect.

It is unfair that applicants for land should
be held up so long. There are a hundred-
and-one ways in which the farmers have been
handicapped. While the officers of the de-
partment are doing an excellent job, their
task should not be made harder by a con-
tinuance of the present system. 'When at
man applies for land and arranges to get
stock, it is disheartening to find that he is
denied the right to fence, even though he
has been successful in gathering secondhand
fencing material perhaps to repair a break.
The Minister should give an assurance
that be will rectify this difficulty. The war
ended several years ago, and the excuse of
the war, which wag quite valid at the cessa-
tion of hostilities, is of no use today. I am
sick of telling people that they cannot have
this block or that block on which to run
stock.

During the last 12 -months and until
the rains came in May and June, people
desired extra land that was available for
their stock but, because the areas had not
been surveyed, they were denied the right to
use the land. The department should not be

allowed to continue under the handicap it
has suffered for a number of years. The
Minister should indicate what is likely in rze-
lation to trainees, how long before their ser-
vices will be available to the department,
and if that period is too long, what remedial
action he proposes. to take to reduce the
number of unsurveyed holdings. Even
though the Minister W1l not be in office
much longer-

The Minister for Lands: That is wishful
thinking.

Mr. ]KELLY -1 hope be will be able to
clear up this difficulty and leave his suc-
cessor in a position to do a better job.

EON. r. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [8.52]:
'I intend to occupy a minute only in mak-
ing a protest at the action of the Govern-
ment in preventing the introduction by Mn
isters of the Estimates of very important
departments as distinct from the oppor-
tunitv denied to members of criticising or
commenting on the departmental operations.
Since the Premier moved his motion, which
means the guillotine, I have attempted to
get the Government to see reason in the
matter. It has been very noticeable that
when such departments as Housing, 'which
are the subject of much public criticism, can
bring to their feet four or five members on
the Government side" in caustic criticism of
the Government-

The Minister for Lands: On a Point of
order, Mr. Chairman, ate not we discussing
the Es~timates; of the Lands Department?

The CHAIRMAN: I take it the Lender
of the Opposition intends to link up his
remarks with the Lands Estimates.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am surprised
that the Minister for Lands should start
squealing. He has given no-one ian oppor-
tunity to criticise his administration or the
affairs of his department. Can the Govern-
ment blandly maintain that, since its own
mnembers-whether encouraged or not, I can-
not say-have spoken after the guillotine
motion was moved, it has been fair to other
members of the Chamber? When I movedI
another motion last week, I forecast that
Ministers would not have time even sketchily
to introduce the Estimates of their depart-
ments, and this has proved to be true, It
is noticeable that since the Premier moved
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his moction, six hours and 25 minutes have
abeen occupied by Ministers up to this even-
ing-and a third one this evening-with 32
Divisions of the Estimates still not intro-
daftd So I protest against the attitude of
the Government in attempting to save its4
skin in such a miserable fashion.

The Minister for Lands; On a point of
erder, Mr. Chairman-

Hon. J, B. Sleeman:- Sit down!

H-on. A. It, G. Hawke: A Government
of butchers I

The Minister for Lands: The Lands Esti-
mates are under discussion and the Leader
of the Opposition is taking an opportunity
to criticise the action of the Government.

H~on. 3. B. Siceman:' I think that you,
Mr. Chairman, are quite capable of looking
after the interests of members.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I take it that
the Leader of the Opposition intends to
connect his remarks with the Lands Esti-
mates. I hope he will not carry on much
longer in the present strain.

lion. F. J. S. WISE:- I have finished on
that point. r shalt not have an opportunity
to carry on much longer, but I hope the oc-
casion will arise for criticising trenchantly
many of the Estimates of the Minister for
Lands and of other M1inisters. Regarding
land settlement, which was the feature of
this Minister's Estimates, no reference was
made to many aspects of his administration,
and so we are placed in the position of not
knowing what is happening in relation to
many phases of conditional purchase areas,
pastoral leases and the activities of the
Department of Lands ond Surveys, as well
as mnany other sections that come under his
purview.

It was very interesting to note his com-
ment that the Frankland River area, upon
which £2,000,000 is to he spent before it
can he considered to he subdivided and
developed into economic units, represents
perhaps the best area of undeveloped Crown
land in the State.

The Minister for Lands: Without a doubt.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It is an important
commentary on the difficulties associated
with land settlement in this State when the
Crown, after a little more tfian a hundred

years since the first settlement took place,
is forced to repurchase land on which to
settle returned Servicemen. In the Trea-.
surer's Estimates this year is an item of
£54,000 representing the loss last year which
this State shared with the Commonwealth
in amounts that had to he written off hold-
ings occupied by es-Servicemen during the
financial year. It is noteworthy that on the
same item this year only £20,000 is pro-
vided. If the Frankland River area which,
I repeat1 is the best undeveloped stretch oE
country belonging to the Crown, is to cost
£2,000,'000 to reader it fit for production, it
shows how vitally necessary it is that atten-
tion be given to other parts of the Lands
Department administration for the resump-
tion of land adjac~nt to railways and served
by mnany amenities provided at the cost of
th State. Therefore, the action off the
Minister in sectionalising only that one
activity left much to be desired.

I was interested in the 'Minister's com-
mient regarding the repurchase of estates in
former -years. The repurchase of estates
between 1016 and the present has been very
costly to the State. It was not until the
administration of the department under the
Hon. M. F. Troy, which was continued by
me, as to the re-pricing of those areas, that
any attempt was made to give settlers a
chance. If the member for Beverley eared
to speak, he could tell members how his
personal interests and assets were saved by
that action, along with those of many other
soldier settlers.

'Mr. Mann: Quite true.

Hlon. F. J. S. WISE: This applied not
only to the Avondale Estate but also to
many other repurchased estates, where the
settlers had no oppoqrtunity of success until
that action was taken by a Labour Govern-
ment. Ats to other areas, especially the
outer conditional purchase areas, there was
no opportunity at all of success, as you,
M1r. Chairman, know, until the Government
of the day took drk~stic action in the mat-
ter of re-pricing that land. In so far a3
the pastoral areas are concerned, anyone
would think, from the M1inister's introduc-
tion of his Estimates, that that industry
did not exist. But there is a story to be
told in connection with pastoral lands; in
connection with surveys of land-
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the
Leader of the Opposition please resume
his seat!

Ron. V. J. S. WISE: Mr. Chairman, I-
The CHAIRMAN:- Order! Th& time is

9 P.M.
Bon. F. J. S. WISE: Well, Mr. Chair-

man-
The CHAIRMAN: Order I The Leader

of the Opposition must resume his seat.
Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There will be an

opportunity, I hope, to voice a protest in
the matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Leader
of the Opposition must resume his seat.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE:- Well, I want to
know if there is to be an opportunity-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will bear
nothing further now. The Leader of the
Opposition must obey the Chair.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Well, Mr. Chair-
man-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the
Leader of the Opposition obey the Chair 9
The question is;

That Divisions a2, to 62 inclusive stand as
printed.

Question put and declared to have been
passed.

Mr. GRAHAM:- On a point of order, Mr.
Chairmgn!

Bon. J. B. SLEEMAN: On a point of
order! Why should we -put the question
now?7

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of
order.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: Is there not?
What is the motion you are putting?

The CHAIRMAN: The question was
that-Divisions 32 to 62 stand as printed
and I~ have given the decision that the
question was passed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You are a great
Pooh Bah!

Opposition Members: Divide!
The Minister for Lands: You should be

ehueked out. 31r. Chairman, the membyer
for Fremantle called you a Pooh Bah.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not hear it.
The Minister for Lands: He is the big-

gest Pooh Bah here!

The CHAIRMAN: Ring the bells!
Bells rung and the Committee divided.

Remarks During D itiaion.

Mr. Marshall:- Why not go to the people
and let them decide?

The Premier: We will tell the people
about it. Do. not worry!

The Minister for Lands: You stone-
walled for 100 hours.

Hon. A. R. G. Eawke: Butcher McLarty!
He looks the part, tool

Ron. A. H. Panton:- You know what
General McArthur said: "I will come
back.'" So will we!

Mr. Marshall: Never in my long experi-
ence here, with all the burly-burly that has
taken place, has anything as disgraceful
as this happened!I Do not forget you will
be over here after the next election and
we will use the stick, too. We will flog
you with it.

Mr. Styan is: Those that live by the
sword will die by the sword. The people
of Western Australia will ngt stand for
this.I

Mr. McCulloeh: On a point of order,
Mr. Chairman!1

The Chairman: Order!1 The member
for Hannans will please sit down. The
question is:-

That Divisions 32 to 62 inclusive stand as
printed.
Mfembers voting with the Ayes will cros
to the right of the Chair and members vot-
ing with the Noes will cross to the lef t
of the Chair. I appoint the member for
Greenough teller for the Ayes and the mem-
ber for Roebourne teller for the Noes.

Point of Order.

Hon. A. H. Panton: On a point of order,
Mr. Chairman! Two members crossed the
Chamber after the tellers had been ap-
pointed. That is not in order. They must
go back. There is no 'doubt that the mem-
her for Maylands and the member for Vic-
toria Park crossed the floor after the tellers
had been appointed.

The Chairman: If any members crossed
the floor after the tellers were appointed
they must move back,

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: Are butchery,
Mr. Premier! Move for the suspension of
that Standing Order!
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The Premie: The member for Maylands
was aver on this side before the tellers were
appointed.

The Chairmen: Was the member for May-
lands across the Chamber before the tellers
were appointed?

The Premier: Yes!
Mr. Shearn: On a point of privilege[

Like my colleague, I did not know what it
was all about.

The Chairman: I am not interested in that.
The point is, was the hon. member there be-
fare tellers were appointed?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Speaker was
not inside the bar at the time. F

The Chairman: Yes. He is there now.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He crawled in

afterwards.

Committee Resumed,

The CHAIRMANX:
as follows:

Ayes
Noes

A tie

AYI

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell
Mrs. Cardel-Otiver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hall
Mr.' Hill
Sir N. Keenan
Mr. Leslie
Mrt. Mann

The division resulted

23
23

0

Mr. McDonald
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimao
Mr. Seward
Mr. T~horn
Mr. Watt.
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates.
Mr. Brand

(Teller.)J

Noss.
Mr. Brady Mr. Oliver
Mr. Coverloy Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox Mr. Read
Mr. Graham Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Hawke Mr. Skearn
Mr. Hegmey Mr. Sleemab
Mr. Hoar Mr. Styants
Mr. Kelly Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Marshall Mr. Triat
Mr. Mc~ulloch Mr. Wise
Mr. Needhanm Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Nulsen .(TelleCF.)

The CHAIRMAN: The voting being
equal, I give my vote with the Ayes.

Question thus passed.

This concluded the Revenue and Expendi-
ture Estimates for the year.

[The Votes thus agreed to were as fol-
lows :-2he Rural and Industries Bank, £5;
Agriculture, £62742395; College of Agri-
culture, £28,912; Labour, £5,850; Factories,
£14,800; Chief Searetaryg, £44,631; Registry,
ancd Friendly Societies, £.30,896; Prisons,

£77,887; Observatory, B2,050; Tourist
Bureau, £164198; Harbour and Light and
Jletties, £654,085; North-West Gew.ral;g,
£6200; Mines, L208,778; Police, £5504179;
Public Works and Buildings, £409,230;
Crowon Law Offices, £274,958; Licensing,
£34563; Arbitratio Court, £144,33; MediS-
cal, £105,496; Public Health, £336,255;
Mental Hospitals and Inebriates, £i279,023;
Fisheries, £24,656; Goldfilds Water Sup-
ply Undertaking, £2896,500; State Abattoirs
and Sale Yards, £1084589; Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
£243,650; Other Hydraulic Undertakings
Chargeable to Revenue, £190,610; Railways,
B7,779,000; Tramways and Ferries,
£782,360; State Batteries, £804500;- Cave
House, £18,141.]

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Can I ask for a
check count? I do not know whether a mis-
take has nat been made.

The CHAIRMAN: No. The question is
that I do now report to the House.

Resolution reported.

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the
report he adopted.

Question put and a 4ivision taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

-Majority fo]

Mr. Abbott
'Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Deney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Sir N. Keenan
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Fox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Needhawl

21

Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimac
Air. Perkins
Mr. Reed
Mr. Sea=
Mr. Ser
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

(Teller.)J

Ur. Nelsen
Mr. Oliver
'Ar. Psuton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleeman
'Mr. tyat

Mr. Triat
Mr. Wis -

Mr. Rodoreds
(Teller.1

Question thus passed; the report adopted.
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A-1 to Committee of Ways and Means.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the Speaker do now leave the Chair

and the H1ouse resolve itself into a Commrittee
of Ways and Means for raising the Supplies
granted to Hlis Majesty.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will put the question.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The motion you,
Mr. Speaker, recited was not that moved
by the Premier.

Mr. Rodoreda: It certainly was not.

ilon. F, J. S. WISE: I think it necessary
for both the Premier and yourself, Mfr.
Speaker, to he calm. The Premier moved a
motion appropriate to passing the Supply
Bill or the Appropriation Bill, but I think
his intention is to mqve that the papers
dealing with the State Trading Concerns be
laid on the Table of the House.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We have carried the
other one.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The question
is-

That the Speaker do now leave the Chair
and the Rouse resolve itself into a Committee
of Ways and Means for raising the Supplies
granted to His Majesty.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House resolved into Committee of

Ways and Means, Mr. Perkins in the Chair.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. D. R. MeLarty-Murray-Wellington)

19.15]: I move--
That towards making good the Supply

granted to His Majesty for services of the
_year ending the 30th June, 1950, a. stum not
exceeding £18,389,230 be granted from Con-
solidated Revenue fund.

Hrnn. J. T. TONKIN: I think at this
stage--

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. A.- R, G. Hawke : Let us burn the
Standing Orders!

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think it is
possible for the member for North-East
Fremantle to debate this. I shall read the
resolution carried by the House uinder which
1, as Chairman of Committees, am working.
It states--

And the several questions and consequent
procedure, shall be put without ameadmut or
-debate.

Hon. J. T. TONXKIN: That was at nine
o'clock.,- This is not nine o'clock.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is-
That the motion be agreed to.

Question put and a division taken with
the following 'result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Baoel
Mrs. Oardell.Oliver
Mr. Corn ell
Mr. Donor
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Sir N. Kegan.
'Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald

N1r. Brady
Mr. Coverloy
Mr. Fox
Mr. Groaa
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Segney
Mr. Heat
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Meculloch
Mr. Need barn

26
21

&yea.
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nelder
Mr. Nimm-n
Kr. North
Mr. Read
Mr. Seward
Mr. Shearo
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

(Telle

M r. Nulsee
Mr. Oliver
Mr. Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Slemran
Mr. S tysots
Mr. Tonkin
M r. Tri at
Mr. Wise
Air. Rodoreds,

(Teller.)
Qum-tion thus passed.
1?I-uiution reported and the report

adopted.

PAYERS-STATE TRADING
- CONCERNS.

Details of Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure.

.HE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [9.20]: 1 have here
the report showing details of the Estimates
of Revenue and Expenditure of the State
Trading Concerns. I move-

That these papers do lie upon the Table of
the Hotqse.

Question put and passed.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1949-50.

In Committee.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June. 1950, now con-
sidered; Mr. Perkins in the Chair.
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Division-Stale Engineering Works,
f272,800:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If no-
one else wishes to speak on this Division
it might be desirable for me to say a few
words.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Who said up-one else
wished to speak? We are naturally giving
the Minister precedence.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: Prob-
ably the matter is not worth arguing about.
This trading concern is of very real value
to the State and I am anxious here to
acknowledge the very fine service rendered
and the most efficient control by the
Plant Engineer, Mr. Henderson. In
order to give some idea of the diversity
of the work done by the State Engineering
Works I have here a list of some of the
outstandirur jobs done by this instrumen-
taflty. They are as follows:-

(1) Pneumatic tyred rollers, transporters,
graders and tree dozers for Plant Engineer's
Branch.

(2) Complete overhaul of dredge "'Par-
india"l for Harbour8s and Rivers Branch.

(3) 1-30 ewt. crane and new locomotives for
North-West Department.

(4) New printing machine for Government
Printing Office.

(5) Quantity of sink cupboards and china
cabinets for State Hiousing Commission.

(6) Large quantity of tubular steel desks
for Education Department,*

(7) Major maintenance work on ''Kybra,''1
''Koolind,' ''Dorrigo" and "Dlero
fot State Shipping Service.

(8) Locking gear for W.Af.R
(9) Coffer dam, ironwork ec., for new

Causeway.
(10) Supplying 36 inch C.L pipe" for Somth

Fremantle Power Station. &
(11) Carrying out of ub-contracts on Great

Boulder winding engine, as well as machining
rice dryer parts and also winch drums for
Queensjaad Railways.

There is an item also which shows that
this department, unlike certain others, does
manage to make a smaill profit. The appro-
priate item reads, "The Profit and Loss
Account for the year ending the 30th June,
1948, showed a net profit of £4,893 after
reserving £19,350 for amenities, .super-
annuation. pensions, deferred maintenance
and replacements and general purnows)'"
I would mention another item which has
a bearing on the Trading Account. It is
"The Trading Account and Profit and
Loss Account and Balance Sheet for the
year ended the 30th June, 1949, are not yet

completely finalised. but their preparation
is sufihicently far advanced to indicate a
profit being shown on the year's operations,
slightly less than for the previous year."

Hon. J. T. TONI: I suppose the Pre-
mier expects us to have some opportunity
of saying something about these Estimates.
le talked a lot of humbug recently about
the time available to members to discuss the
Loan Estimates. The Premier hnew it was
humbug, because he said, "I repeat that
ample time will be provided under these pro-
posals for members not 'only to debate the
General Estimates, but the Loan Estimates
as wyell.''

The Premier: And you got plenty of
time, far mnore than usual.

Hon. J. T. TONJ IN: The member for-
Northam said, "That is not true," and the
Premier replied, "It is true."

The Premier: And so it is.

Hon. J. T. TONKL\ The Premier said
there would be ample time and yet he knows
that not a single member took more time
than he was entitled to. I said at the time
that the Ministers would take eight hours if
they introduced the principal Estimates, and
the Premier did not agree. However, the
Ministers took six hours and 25 minutes and
there were still four or five departments not
introduced, so had they dealt with them all
at least eight hours would have been taken
up. There were only 30 hours available to
members at that stage, if no other business
had been dealt with, and so it was pure hum-
hng- for the Premier then to say there would
be ample time.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
North-East Fremantle is getting a long way
from this Division.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I fail to see it.
We were told we would bg given ample time
to disdiss the Estimates of the State Trad-
ing Concerns and I am dealing with them
'and the possibility of discussing- them and
the assurance given by the Premier that we
would be allowed ample time. What the
Premier said then was pure humbug, as will
be borne out by the time allowed for the dis-
cussion of these Estimates.

The 'CHAIRM1AN: The bon. member
must deal with the State Engineering
Work'. We are dealing with Division No. 1.

Iron. 3. T. TONKIN: It is just deferring
the m~tter, because I will have ample oppor-
tunity to speak on the Loan Estimates, and
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I will tell the Premier then, It was pure
humbug, to say there would be ample time
given for us to discuss these departments.
If I take all the time I ought to take on
a matter such as this, concerning my own
electorate, there will be little time left for
other members to deal with items coming
tinder the heading of "State Trading, Con-
cerns." The State Engzineerin Works have
made a valuable contribution to the economy
of this State, despite the fact that a Govern-
ment of the same complexion as that now
in office did its best to 'hamstring them.
At~onc time there was a proposal to sell the
State Engineering Works, because they were
coming into competition with private enter-.
pnse and, although the then Government did
not go that far, it starved this concern for
funds So that the machinery and equipment
were at H very low level and the works could
not operate efficiently.

The Premier: It sounds like the days of
the depression, to me.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It was not a mat-
ter of the depression hut of the policy of
members an that side of the House, and
of the Government of that day, which was
deliberately to prevent the State Engineer-
ing Works from becoming an efficient under-
taking.

Eon. F. J. S. Wise: Is not this a social-
istic undertaking?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think it was de-
termined at the time that the State 'Engi-
neering Works should not undertake con-
tracts of a certain -kind and, in order to
make it more difficult for the works to
function, they were obliged to provide for
interest and sinking fund in their costs
when they were tendering, and they had to
pay taxation as well. That was done in or-
der to put the works on a comparable basis

;with some of the private enterprises which
would have been getting the work then go-
ingr to the State Engineering Works. How-
ever, it all came to naught in the final an-
alysis and the State Engineering Works
were able to live through that period and
gradually build up.

During the war they demonstrated their
capacity to provide excellent services at the
wharves and the general manager was
highly complimented; upon the excellence
of tt$ work done in the repairing of a
number of damaged vessels which came ID3

front time to time. Not only that, but the
con ren was able to make a very substan-
tial contribution towards the general var
effort by the engineering work done for
various branches of the Services. I recall
initial troubles with regard to the making
of track links for Bren-gun carriers. How-
ever, after a lot of experimenting the dif-
ficulties were overcome and the works did
a most valuable job in regard to those items
of equipment for the Forces and the finan-
cial aspect was quite satisfactory for the
State as well.

During those times the opportunity was
taken to build up the engineering equip-
mont of the shops and it can be truthfully
said that today the State Engineerin g
Works aire satisfactorily equipped with UP-
to-date machinery and buildings. Amenities
put in for the staff resulted in a better atti-
tude towards the -work on the part of the
men and I think a higher standard was
achieved as a resplt. One important
work being done at North Fremantle is that
in connection with furniture for State
schools. I can remember members of the
Chamber of Commrerce being quite hgitated
at one time because the school desks were
being made at the State Engineering
Works. Members of that chamber felt that
this was a job that ought to go to private
enterprise but it seems that the undertak-
ing has been able to keep this job in the
face of competition a-nd excellent work is
being done -with this particular line of
equipment. I have no doubt that represen-
tations have been made from time to time
in order to have some alteration made to
this policy and I marvel that something has
not been done about it by the Government.
I suppose that something on those lines is
in store for us, although no mention has
been made of it. However, I would not he
surprised to see it occur despite the fadt
that the establishment pioneered this class;
of work.. The works were also subject to the
costs involved in changing the design and
in designing patterns. I do know that the
standard of equipment being provided is
excellent and is proving most satisfactory
in the schools.

An attempt wats made on the part of
somebody to cause the works to use karri
instead of jarrak for the tops of some of
the school desks. However, I understand
that as a result of representations miade by
the manager, they were permitted to revert
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to jarrab because karr& was most unsatis-
factory for this type of work. A great deal
remains to be done, but if ample funds are
provided I am satisfied that we have down
there the right management and the right
personnel to enable the works to compete
,on equal terms with private enterprise. The
difficulty many years ago was that the
works were starved for funds and for es-
sential equipment. However, the up-to-date
equipment and the skill, both managerial
and otherwise, are there to enable the works
to compete with any outside enterprise.

I do know, too, that at times when pri-
vate business has been unable to fulfil com-
pletely contracts which have heen obtained
they have sublet portion of them to the
State Eng-ineering Works, and have done
so with confidence. Those firms know the
ability of the works to do a job and they
have no cause to regret having sublet con-
tracts. One such contract was in connection
with the power station at South Fremantle.
A private firm had the ipajor contract for the
job and it sublet portion of it to the State
Engineering Works. The company sublet it
at a- price which was similar to the price it
-was rce~iving and I understand that the
work was satisfactorily completed for all
concerned. So, over the years, these works
'have fully justified their establishmnent and
it would have been a sin had the plans of
At previous Government, of a similar 'com-
plexion to this, been put into operation and
the works sold to private enterprise.

The works originally established as a State
works have been able, not only to do an
excellent job, hut also to provide a stabi-
lising influence in the community so far as
the prices for engineering .1.,bs are con-
cerned. I very much doubt whether there
exists in Western Australia today a major
engineering concern which is as well situ-
ated and equipped to do essential work
for shipping as the State Engineering
Works at North Fremantle. They will prob-
ably expand as the vblume of work avail-
able may be expected to increase. I hope
that nothing will be done which will re-
sult in a retardation of the ability of the
-works to render a service for Western Aus-
traila, but on the contrary that they will be
given every assistance so far as capital
equipment and capital resources are con-
corned. If this is done, I am prefeetly satis-
fied that the works will continue to justify
their existence.

Division put and passed.

Division--State Quarries, £1,835:

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is just a small explanation which might be
desirable.

Hon. A. R. U. Hawke: Hlear, hear!1

The 'MINISTER FOR WORIKS: This
trading concern which has not operated for
quite a number. of years past-certainly
not during the last three or four yearsr-
has an estimate of £1,535. That represents
interest and sinking fund on a capital debt
of ;bout £36,500. At present the only
assets that I know of on the property, of
any conlseqjuence, are one cottage, which
has just been sold, and two other cottages
which are more or less of the humpy type
and not worth very much. It would seem
that the amount might pretty well be
cleaned up now which will mean, of course
that this trading concern, as such, -will
very shortly cease to exist.

Division put add passed.

Dir ision--State Brick 'Works, £,67,000:

Ron. A. A. 31. COVERLEY: I hope this
extremely important item will not be
passed in a cavalier fashion. The State
Brick Works is a moat important depart-
ment to Western Australia, particularly
in view of the present housing position.
Plans were made for heavy expenditure
on brick works some years ago. There
has been vast improvement in brick pro-
duction in other parts of the world, and
I think this Government has fallen down
on its job in that it has not had some. of
these improvements incorporated in our
brick works ere this. This is one of the
departments that could assist materially in
the building programme if the Government
had had enough foresight to introduce some
of these new hriekmaking systems shortly
after taking office. There is an increase
of roughly a8,000 :in the Estimates, which
means thr.t some slight alterations have
been made in our State Brick Works. I
am not satisfied that this Government has
done everything& possible to increase the
production of bricks.

This is one of the items regarding which
a Government of the same colour as the
pres~ent one some years ago passed through
a motion in this House to assume the right
to ,ell all of these State trading concerns

without reference to Parliament. It leads
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one to believe that that composite Govern-
meat and this one have something in com-
mon. This Government has not bothered
to do all that it could have done to intro-
duce various inventions which have been
adopted oversen. On the other hand, it has
held out all sorts of encouragement to pri-
vate concerns to establish brickworks. Be-
cause of that and its policy, the State is
suffering today in its brick production.
The Minister might give us some informa-
tion as to what his Government proposes
to do, instead of permitting the production
of bricks to lag.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think it can be said with justice that the
Government has been active in this par-
ticular enterprise. When it assumed re-
sponsibility for the State Brick Works in
April, 1947, and an examination was wade,
it was found that the installation was in
an extremely derelict condition and had
a few years of life only, with a very
limited capacity for increased output. The
result was that the Government sent the
manager, Mr. Kitc' hing, to England within,
a few months of assuming office, to study
the latest methods of mechanised produc-
tion in briekworks and to make arrange-
ments to secure plant to replace the exist-
ing structure which had a comparatively
short lease of life. I have explained to the
House that unfortunately at the end of
1947 Mr. Kitching died while abroad.
There was no opportunity of securing a
successor with a knowledge of meebanisa-
tion in Australia, although attempts were
made, and, through the Agent Genera!, Mr.
Elston was secured in 1948, and he came
here to take charge. He went into the
whole position and dealt, by correspond-
ence, with English firms with the idea of
securing the necessary plant which has to
be acquired in England.

Progress was so slow that the Govern-
ment sent 'Mr. Elston Home by air in order
not to lose any time. Ile. has now returned
by air and the necessary orders-have been
placed for mechanised equipment which, as
I told the House last week, will invol]*
an installation that will turn out between
300,000 and 350000 bricks per week as
against a production of 200,000, which is
the approximate production now obtained
from the existing works. It will be some
time before these new works are in produc-
tion, hilt in these days, when there is so

much difficulty in securing machinery and
plant, we have to face that possibility. In the
meantime, the construction of the works
will be commenced at an early date. The
Public Works engineers have already been
put there, the Architectural Branch has
been asked to prepare the necessary plans
for building, and the works will be pro-
ceeding to be ready to receive the ma-
chinery when it arrives,

Last year the expenditure showed a de-
crease below the estimate of £2,335, and
the revenue showed an increase of £1,280.
The net result for last year was a surplus,
after meeting certain charges, of £5,608
in the conduct of this instrumentality. For
the current year, the estimated figures are
expenditure £67,000 ,and revenue £70,000
showing a surplus of £3,000. During the
year ended the 30th June last, there was
an increase in output of 498,725 bricks,
bringing the total, for the year up to
11,195,700. Bearing in mind that opera-
tions were carried out last year with the
full impact of the 40-hour week, this in-
creased production of nearly half a mil-
lion bricks is very creditable for the man-
agement and control of the brickyards and
the work of the men engaged in them.
This has been achieved to a material ex-
tent by the new methods, resulting in in-
creased production, which have been intro-
duced in the works by the new manager,
Mr. Elston.

I would like to add that although the
State Brick Works are )'small, they pre
equipped with amenities quite equal to
those found in larger establishments, A
lunchroom, hot water system, change room
and facilities for washing have been pro-
vided end are fully used by the men., Hot
showers arc also provided. During last
year, to meet, the transport difficulties in-
volved by the railways having to cart such
large quantities of super., wheat and water,
arrangements were made for the bricks to
go by road, and the road transport sys-
tem has, been organised to handle the bal-
ance of deliveries from the works. I feel
that the increase of approximately half a
milligu bricks is a creditable feature.
Everything possible is being done to com-
plete the new instalments at the earliest
possible moment and enabole the works to
make a contribution of value to the ma-
terials of the State.

Division put and passed.

2275



[ASSEMBLY.]

*Diviei--Stefle Saw Millk £.858,412:

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
State Saw Mills have been doing good work.
On the financial side, their operations have
been profitable. I do not think the State
Saw Mills were designed to make large
profits. They were designed to serve the
needs of the people, hut Id the same time
it is preferable that they should conclude
the year with a proper balance between
revenue and expenditure.

For the year just ended, after contribut-
ing £40,104 to the Treasury, there was a
cash deficit of Z6,754. This mealDs actually
that the surplus of earnings over expendi-
ture, after making all proper and usual
allowances, was something over £33,000.
For the forthcoming financial year, it is
expected that the figures will be somewhat
less. We estimate that there will be a
surplus of revenue over expenditure of
approximately £21,000.*

The reason for the somewhat decreased
earnings of the mills rests .upon a num-
ber of factors. One is increases in wage
scales; another, the increase in the cost
of materials; another, the increase in royal-
ties payable to the Forests 'Departmnent
under a general scheme by which royalties
have been increased to provide for further
expenditure by the department in fire con-
trol and other necessary services to pro-
tect the forests and build up our forest
produce.

There will also be a diminution of earn-
ings on account of the limitation of over-
sea exports which has been imposed as a
matter of policy to assist the volume of
timber available for State purposes. To-
wards the beginning of this year, in order
to assist the housing and building position
generally, the State Saw Mills were asked
to make a greater contribution to the tim-
ber supplies of the sort used in building.
That contribution has been substantially
increased from the beginning of the year
to the present time, so that the instrumen-
tality is being used as far as is reasonably
possible to meet the special needs of the
State in the way of timber supplies.

T ast year the production was somewhat
less than that of the previous yeaLr. This ip
attributed to the full impact of the 40-hour
week together with labour difficulties. A
number of benches were closed down

through lack of employees able to work
thema. Although a number of displaced per-
sons have been drawn into the employment
of the State Saw Mills, the cost of training
them is high and in a number of cases these
men have not been suitable for the industry.
Therefore their production has been limited
as compared with the production obtained
from experienced men in an industry which
is technical in its nature.

Difficulties have been occasioned also in
the matter of transport by rail owing to the
obligations cast on the Railway Department,
hut the Government has assisted in certain
instances by subsidisin g road transport
from the nearer mills in order to get timber
for metropolitan supplies and for despatch
into more distant country centres.

The main yard at Carlisle, in Victoria
Park area, has been in process of re-organ-
isation, which is now nearly complete. This
has resulted in the handling of timber much
more expeditiously and at a, reduced cost,
and has enabled a greater proportion of
timber to be directed to the local trade.
Mfachinery improvements have been pro-
vided at Carlisle to expana the utility of the
yard and to enable re-sawing to be done to
assist the volume of timber for the build-
ing industry in the metropolitan area.
As to amenities, som progress has been
made. A number of new houses have been
erected as well as some single men's huts,
and additions have been made to a number
of houses in order to improve the con-
veniences for the occupants.

I should like to refer to the new mnill at
Shannon River, There has been,. delay in
the construction of the mill mainly due to
the lack of rails and steel of all descrip-
tions, and difficulty in securing suitable
labour. The link by rail with the Govern-
ment line has not yet been made, although
the formiation has been prepared. Rails are
now coming forward from the Sandstone
line, which has been pulled up, and it is ex-
pected that the rail link at Shannon River
will be completed before Christmas. An-
other year or 18 months will elapse before
this large maill-it is a mill of considerable
capacity-will be in production. Even this
will depend upon the labour and necessary
material supplies, including steel products
in particular, being forthcoming.

The ease mill at.Pemherton is heing pro-
ceeded with. This has been authorised with
a view to increasing the volume of eases for
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the fruit industry. This department is the
largest supplier of cases of any sawmiller
in the State, making as it does the main
contribution to our case production. The
new case mill at Pemberton is intended to
augment the number of cases produced by
the State Saw Mills. A slicing machine has
been seured and experiments are now being
carried out with it. With further neces-
sary equipment, which is on order, and ad-
ditional labour suiiplies, the erection of
this mill will be pushed ,forward as ex-
peditiously as possible.

The report by the general manager, Mr.
Gomme, is that last year's resflilts on the
whole were good taking into account the
many difficulties that attend businesses of
all kinds, especially the sawmilling business,
in these days. The financial side has been
maintained in a healthy condition. It has
been possible to put aside funds for obso-
lescent machinery for replacing out-of-date
installations and expanding the capacity of
the mills. The State Saw Mills have been
making an important contribution to the
State and T am sure they -will be able to do
still more in the comparatively near future
when the plans which are now being carried
out bare arrived at completion.

Mr. ROAR: From the Minister's re-
marks on the State Saw Mills. it can, I
think, he gathered by anyone that this de-
partment, at all events, is a most efficient.
one. It is efficient not only so far as the
actual output of timber is concerned in
comparison with other mills and private
companies, but it is also efficient insofar as
it has been able during the last few years
to provide reasonably good living standards
for workers in the industry. It will be re-
called that some years ago, a Royal Comn-
mission was appointed to inquire into the
housing conditions of our timber workers;
and, although its report did not produce
anything -wortliwhile from the legislative
point of view, it nevertheless indicated to
the House and the Government of the day
just what conditions were experienced by
people who were expected to go into thc
bush to earn their living timber-getting.

The Minister for Housing: I think it had
a stimulating effect on the house building
standard at mills, particularly Nyamup.

Mr. HOAR: Yes, it did, there is no doubt
about that. The report included a -recom-
mendation for a minimum standard of

house and although, as I say, an improve-'
inent was not brought about by way of leg,
islation, nevertheless it acted as a stimulus
to sawmillers throughout the State to pro-
vide wherever possible better homes for
their employees. That occourred, as the Min-
ister said, at Nyamup, and it is also in evi-
dence at Quinuinup and Northeliffe, and I
know it will be in evidence at Shannon
River. This makes clear that it is the saw-
millers' intention in future, wherever new
mills are established, to ensure that suit-
able home conditions shall be provided.
However, so far as I know, no provision at
all is being made by the sawmillers, or at
least I baye that impression, for improving
the existing conditions at some of the saw-
mills, beyond employing a few carp eaters
to do repairs. Wgen all is said and done1
the work done in that direction is nothing
in comparison with the houses being erected
at nlew centres. So far as the State Saw
Mills are concerned and those mills which
are already established and have a number
of years to run, I think every effort should
be made to bring the housing conditions uap
to those which are expected when now mills
are opened.

The Minister for Housing: There are
good houses at Donnelly.

Mr~f. HOAR: I am glad the Minister is
seized of that idea, as I know') of a number
of places that have many years of activity
before them and I think it only reasonable
considering the profits made out of timber
in these days, that portion should be re-
t-rad fee the ;urpoDsz zf ;zcriinim tt
housing conditions than those which pre-
vail at present in a, number of centres. I
was particularly interested in the Minis-
ter's references to the Shannon River mill.
With the exception of Quinninup, I think
the Shannon River mill will prove to be one
of the largest and most efficient mills in the
Sonuthern hemisphere, and that is saying a
great deal.

The 'Minister for Honsing: It will be the
first mill towosite to be laid out by the
Town Planning Commissioner.

Mr. HOAR: That is true and it is a very
good sign. Of course, I believe that the pre-
vious Government had a lot to do with that
plan.

The Minister for Housing: Yes. It was
done before my time.
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M1r. HOAR: - It is very hice that in a
change of 'Government the plan has not
suffered in any way. As I said3 I am ex-
tremely interested in the establishment of
thisi mill not only from the point of view
of the conditions that are or will be found
there, but also from the point of view of
what the present Government intends to do
in regard to feeding the boilers. I have
made several references in other debates to
the use of sawdust to be blown into the
boilers. Surely, when we are building a new
mill that is the best opportunity to estab-
lish it in such a way as to make use of our
waste product of sawdust and at the same
time make available for other purposes
timber which is now being used for fuel.

The Minister for Housing: A step grate
is to he used at Shannon River.

Mr. HOAR: For use in connection with

the boilers?

The Minister for Housing: Yes. The saw-
dust consumer is part If the Shannon Rivet
plan.

MNr. HOAR: It is not only the sawdust
consumer I am interested in, because we
have these in a number of mills today. The
consumer could quite easily be a conveyor
belt by which the sawdust is taken through
a tube into a big hole in the ground where
it is eonsum I.

The Minister for Housing: I mean to
feed the boilers.

Mr. HOAR: That is the main thing, be-
cause it is only by that means that- addi-
tional timber can be made available for
other purposes.

The M1inister for Housing: That is so-

Mr. HOAR: If it is the Government's in-
'tention to do that at Shannon River, then
it muA tihave somnething in mind about what
to Po, with the waste timber. T was hoping
the 'Minister might have had something to
say in that regard toni 'hot, because it is not
mutch good using sawdust as. fuel unlescs we
11tili"e the off-cuts now being used for that
purpose. It is well known, T would not may
in reard to the- Shannon River mill hut
certaiinly in rezard to the State sawmills at
Pemberton, that excellent opportunities
exjqt today to establish subsidiar *y indus-
tries. So far aq wecondary induztries; in this
State are concerned, T think myself that,
with the exception oi the iron and steel in-

dustry which it is proposed to establish at
Bunbury, no greater opportunities exist
than in the J imber industry today. Of
course, alongside that is the need for us to
expand our pine plantations to the very
limit. I think pine planting ought to he
undertaken in the lower South-West to a
far greater degree than it is at present.

We have established our greatest pine
plantation north of Perth on poor soil; but
from experiments it is known that in the
poor soils of the South-West pines can be
-grown three times as fast as in Europe.
That is something to know, because there
are many hundreds of acres of poor soil in
the South-West adjacent to the Shannon
River mill which could be devoted to that
purpose. The activities of that mill could
he undertaken in conjunction with the
Forests Department and arrangements made
for pine plantations in that and other areas
of the South-West. If we are prepared to
do this then I say that we have all the con-
stituent parts and ingredients, as well as
the raw material, not only to establish an
iron and steel industry in this State and the
production of charcoal and chemicals, hut
also,' all the raw materials, provided we in-
crease our pine plantations, for a rayon in-
dustry. This is something I think this State
should move into as quickly as possible, be-
cause there is a definite market for the
product.

We know quite well that the competitive
spirit between other States in the Common-
wealth is such at the present time that if.
we do not hurry up we will lose this indus-
try to South Australia on account of their
heavy pine plantations over the years; and
it wouldl be a great pity indeed if this State,
with probably better opportunities for set-
tliniz people and undertaking new industries
than any other State in the Commonwealth,
and with greater potentialities for prod ne-
tion and development *than any other State,
should iis this glorious chance- that is
offering to it today.

I hople that the Ilinister, in starting in
A small way the feeding of sawdust4 into
boilers, will he fully aware of the value that
can be obtainedl from the waste timber that
would ho saved as at res n~tt(of that process.
Not only would it he possible for us to in-
troduce into this State an important and
valable ray' on industry, but we could also
have a wall-board industry, particularly
from szawdusit, and from the crughing of
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-waste timber under very high pressure,
which is being done in one of the Eastern
States at a heavy cost there compared with
what it would cost us. Red-gum also is
considered to be of very little value in this
State but it is well-known to he a valuable
constituent in the production of pulp for
tbe ordinary coarser kindA of paper.

If we look at the things that are distinct
possibilities in the South-West in relation
to timber, that we know are important
to our economy, we realise we should be get-
ting valuable money from 80 per cent, Of
our timber that is now wasted. So surely
there is suffcient encouragement to any
Government to expend in these directions
large sums of money, if necessary. The Pre-
mirer has plenty of money. Hie has only to
ask the Prime Minister for money these
days, and he can get as much as he wants.
'There is no shortage of money. There may
be a shortage of labour. But in this State,
in regard to the possible opening up of the
industries I have mentioned, there is no
shortage of material; and I believe that
with proper and vigorous effort made in' the
direction of obtaining the right class of
people for this country, there would be no
shortage of labour either. So if we have
the materials, the labour, the money and
the opportunity, we are not, doing justice
to this State, and the timber industry, and
the State Saw Mills-which I would like to
see take the lead in this matter-if we fail
to do anything now. I hope the 'Minister
will give some thought to that. Perhaps he
has already done so. But he made no re-
#,.pnp to i4 in -his remarks, so I felt ds
posed to refer briefly to it myself.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I would
like the 'Minister to tell me the reason that
the anticipated profit $ar the forthcoming
y.,ear is approximately £10,000 below that
of. last year. I listened fairly attentively to
him but I dlid not obtain Any indication as
1&~ the reason. It may be that the establish-
ment of the new Shannon mill has some-
thing to do with it. In 1948-49 the profit
was £40,104 and the anticipated profit for
1949-50 is less by approximately £C10,000.

Hon. J. T. TOX'IN: I would like to be
assured by the Minister that we are doing
all we should in regard to the provision of
fruit-eases. Three Years ago the position
was most acute, and certain plans were
in train then to increase considerably the
production of fruit-eases. I know that

the position is still acute. The fact that
the fruitgrowers have to seek acquisition
for a further year is indicative of the
need for some step-up in the production
of these eases. I feel that greater energy
could be displayed in this direction with
better results.

There is a tremendous leeway to mate up,
and the cost of the imported cases is far
too high. It is really prohibitive, and we
should do our level ,best to provide the
maximumn in this State. I feel that some-
thing more might he done and wvould like
to hear from the Minister with regard to
it, because it is a very important thing
for the industry. Not only is it important
for the fruitgrowing industry, which needs
an adequate supply of cases, but it is also
of vital importance to the sawinilling in-
dustry; because I understand it provides
a useful timber which would not be so ser-
viceable in some other directions. There
should be less waste of timber and we
should be providing something which is
now costing a considerable amount of
money in imports to make up the leeway.
I want to be assured by the Minister that
everything possible is being done in this
direction.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Nelson, earlier this year, made
some very interesting and constructive re-
marks about the better utilisation of forest
products, which particularly impressed ine
because my mind had been working in the
same direction. When speaking last week
on the Forestr Estimates I made some
referece to the posittion. Atter thBe non.
member had made his remarks on this sub-
jef some two or three months ago I dis-
cussed whbat he had said with the Conser-
vator of Forests, and he gave me some
literature as to the position and told me
something of what was being done. A
mill study took place within the last 12
months with a view to determining to what
extent reforms could be made in the use of
forest products. The results of that are
now being considered.

The Commocnwealth Division of 'Forest
Products has been working in close touch
with our Forests Department in connection
with the utilisation of forest products and
the possibility, of a wall-board industry is
well to the front amongst the projects now
being examined. In addition, pulping has
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been under inquiry, and researches are
being made, by the Commonwealth Divi-
sion of Forest Products in particular, with

-a view to overcoming difficulties in the
way of colouring and bleaching processes
which at present militate against the prac-
ticability of pulping local woods. I
would be ~glad to discuss further with the
Conservator and his officers the remarks
which have been made by the hon. member.

In reply to the member for Kimaberley,
I would point out that under the State
Trading Concerns. procedure, the amount of
profit on the trading of one year is with-
drawn from the funds of a concern the
following year. In 1947-48 the profits of
this department were very good, and it
was dccided to draw out £40,000 to pay to
the Treasury in the succeeding year. In
1948-49 the surplus of earnings was not
so high, because the previous year had been
exceptional. The result is that in the Esti-
mates now before the Committee it has
been thought prudent not to rely upon a
repetition of high profits earned in 1946-
47 but to get back to a more conservative
estimate of profit as the amount to be paid
to the Treasury which, in this case, has
been fixed at £30,000.

Without going into detail, I would say
that one of the reasons is that by the restric-
tion which has been imposed on export-,
oversra, which were much more profitable
than local trading, the amount of profit to
be earned by this concern will not he so
great as was the case previously when ex-
ports were in greater volume. But that re-
striction, of course, is being applied to
other sawmills as well as to the State Saw
M1ills. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle referred to an important matter
which has occasioned me much concern, anti
that is the question of cases. A ease mill
was authorised for early construction, and
plans were envisaged early last year for
the construction of such a mill, but difficul-
ties in getting material, machinery and la-
bour have beerf experienced.

A stieing machine has been obtained, and
the project is going forward. I hope it
will he expedited, because I realise its im-
portance. The State Saw Mills have been
producing from 600,000 to 700,000 cases,
whi4l i- by far the maximum contribution.
I wrr-l- 1 sflV it represents something like
from two-thirds to three-quarters of the

total case production of the State. The im-
ports of Swedish eases for the forthcoming
pack will, fortunately, not be as volumninous
as last year when they were about double
the prices of the local article. This year the
price of imported eases has fallen substan-
tially, so that the margin above the local
produrct is comparatively small.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The;' will be all right
it the Swedes de-value their money.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
speak subject to variations in exchange,
owing to what has happened lately. On
recent figures, there was a substantial drop
in the price of the imported ease, which
is of assistance to our food industry. I agree
with the lion, member. that -we should do
our utmost to make ourselves self-sufficient
in the production of cases and as far as I
am concerned, that is being done.

Division put and passed.

DiLiisiofl.-St ate Shipping Service, £792,-
681:

0
Eon, A. A. M1. COVERLEY: I am sur-

prised that the Premier is prepared to per-
mit this important department to go
through without giving members some in-
formation as to the prospects.

The Premier: It has never been intro-
duced.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Government is
anxious to do things that have never been
done before.

Hon. A. A. M1. COVERLEY: The Govern-
ment has a reputation for doing things that
have never been done before, and I am
surprised it permitted this precedent to
go by without taking some action. This is
an i mportant department. If members look
at the Loan Estimates they will find that
about one and a half million pounds is
wrapped up in it. I do not think there are
many members who do not know that the
North-West residents and industries have
been complaining about this service for a
considerable tine. The reason for their
more recent complaints was that the pas-
senger boat "Koolinda" had been under
repair for some months. Toe "Koolinda"
was off the coast much longer than she
need have been. Had the Government had
the foresight to construct a slip at Fre-
mantle, the boat would not have had to
go to Melbourne.



[20 SEPTEMBER, 1949.] 28

The Premier: Why blame this Govern-
mnent for that ?

Hon. A. A. It. COVERLET: Because the
Premier never bothered to interest himself
in the question of slippings boats in West-
ern Australia.

The Premier: The "Koolinda" has been
on the coast for years, and previously went
to Mfelbourne for slipping.

Hon. A. A. M4. COVERLET: That is no
excuse for the present position. There was
a war on, and it 'was impossible to replace
the boat by charter, purchase, or any other
way. We had quite a few unsuitable boats
chtartered. to us by the Commonwealth Gov-
erment, such as the "Chung King' and
the "Gangaug," so the "Koolinda" bad
to be kept on. We were unfortunate to
lose the "Koolama." Does the Govern-
ment intend to replace her? Have any ef-
forts been made in that direction? I asked
the Premier a question on this subject a
couple of months ago and in an ej asive
way be answered that negotiations were
being proceeded with. He did not give us
any-'definite information as to whether the
Government had made up its mind to pro-
cure another passenger boat. We are en-
titled to some explanation.

The Premier should tell us now whether
it is the Government's intention to go into
the position of the slip at Vremantle, and
not wait for another 12 months and then
say, "It is your job bVecause we are out."
With the large amount of money that is
involved, "we should try to provide a pro-
per service. It is of no use endeavouring,
with the present fleet, to get out of our
financial difficulties;, and while we are in
financial difficulties we cannot give the ser-
vice to the people that they deserve. The
fleet, we have is doing a good service, but it
is incomplete and not able to cater properly
for the trade. When the Premier was
sp~eaking on the Estimates recently he said
the Governmen 't had found it necessary to
increase the Cares and freights, but ha did
not give many particulars. I naturally
thought that when the State Trading Con-
cerns Estimates came- along he would give
us more detail and tell us whether the Gov-
ernment bhd considered various aspeets of
the Industries, that are reasonably pros-
perous at present, and what was intended
to be done about the freights and fares.

I cannot understand why the Northern
Territory should be treated so leniently
with small increases in freights and fares,
in view of the fact that the expenditure by
tbe taxpayers of this State on these ships
was for the purpose of providing a service
for 'the people of -this State. When the ves-
sels have fulfilled that obligation, they are
entitled to cater for outside trade. We had
considerable trouble with refrigeration on
the chartered boats. After waiting for
them to arrive, it was unsatisfactory for
people ia the North to find that the refri-
geration had not been successful and that
the majority of that cargo was lost. The
position has improved with the return of
the "Koolinda," and a better service is
now being given. The sooner we get a
Government that can make up its mind to
obtain another passenger vessel for the
North, the better. I hope the Premier ivill
indicate. to the Committee the inttntions
of the Government with regard to these
points.

Mr. RODOREDA: I would like. the Pre-
mier to correct some misleading informa-
titun he gave me when I was seeking en-
lightenment. on miscellaneous items. There
was an estimated amount of £C10,000 pro-
vided for a freight subsidy, and the Pre-
mier infnrmed me it was to subsidise
freights for the benefit of the Australian
Blue Asqbestos Company. That information
was published widely in the Press of this
State and created a totally wrong impres-
sion. I hope the Premier will have it cor-
rected and see that the correction is pub-
lished. The real reason for that £10,000
subsidy, of which £,8,000 odd was spent last
year, was to subsidise the freight on petrol
from Fremantle to ports in the North. It
hail nothing' to do with blue asbestos. There
was an item that had reference to a slight
reduction in the freight on asbestos by boat
to the south, and also by road transport,
but it amounted only to £,2,000, and there
is a great difference between the two
amounts. I support the request of the
member for Kimberley that the Government
give urgent attention to the need for at
least one other passenger ship for the
North-West coast.

I know that among some of the Govern-
ment's advisers the idea is prevalent that
passenger ships are uneconomic and that
the Government should not worry about
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passengers for the North-West coast, but
should fill the holds with cargo and let
the passengers, travel by air. I do not agree
with that. If a vessel carrying about 50
pa~sengers, was put on that ran, it would
be an economic unit. There would not le
.so much space taken up with stewards'
quarters, and so on, in comparison with the
total tonnage. It must be remembered that
residents in the North-particularly the
womenfolk-find the sea trip to the south
and return the most enjoyable part of their
holiday, after living for a period of years
under the arid conditions that prevail in
so much of thant area. The Government
should do its urtmost to inaugurate a suit-
able passenger service as early as possible.
After nearly three years, the Government is
no closer to providing a passenger ship to
replace the "Roolama" than it was when
it first came into office.

Very little interest has been taken in the
piiovision of better shipping faeilities for
the North-West. Before the return of the
"Koolinda," within the last five 6 r six weeks,
the shipping position of the North was
worse than at any time since ships first ran
on that coast. During the early part of
this session, I asked the Premier certain
questions that led to his admitting that the
agents of the Blue Funnel Line had made
no request for a general permit, and that
if they did so it would be considered and
they would probably he given facilities to
trade on that coast. The agents of that
line did not apply for such a permit, and
never intended to.' Some of us who know
the story knew that, but a totally different
impression was designedly created through-
out the North-West by the agents of that
liue and other interested parties, to the ef-
fect that if the Blue Funnel boats were given
the chance, they' would provide a magnifi-
cent service for that coast. That propa-
ganda has been fostered for years in the
North-West, and we who believe in the
State Shipping Service have had to contend
with it all the time.

WTe could never get from the Blue Funnel
people an admission that their propaganda
was totally wrong, but now they have not
ta~ken advantage of the opportunity of
applying for a permit to trade from port
to port, and of course they never will. I

hope that myth "ill now be exploded once
and for all. Few people in the North will
believe that the Blue Funnel boats could
have goht an open permit to trade, ;y appiy-
ing for it, and I am pleased to have bad
that adndi,,don from the Premier. I have
since had( a communication from Dalgety &
Co., bearing out the Premier's statement,
and informing me that they could not do
much about it, even if they were willing
to. Obviously, no trading company could
afford to take up its space with goods for
North-West ports when it could ship cargo
at three or four times those rates, but the
people of the 'North-West could not be con-
vinced of that.

I have now received communications from
some of those who are at last satisfied that
they will have to rely on the State ships now
and in the future. I hope that the Govern-
ment is not, or will not, ever tinker with
any idea of getting rid of the State ships
to some private concern. I would like the
Premier to give me an assurance on that
point. He is smiling a little and I think
he must have had some idea in that direc-
tion. But seriously, I do hope nothing of
that nature has ever entered the Govern-
ment's head. God help the pcople of the
North-West if ever they are left to the
mere7 of a private concern in the operation
of ships for the North-West.

The Premier: What makes you think that
we may sell themf

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not think the
Government is very much in favour of
socialism, is it?

The Premier: Is that the fear?

Mr. RODOREDA: Members of the Gov-
ernment Parties are inserting great adver-
tisements in the Press about socialism. That
seems to be the catch-cry for the next elec-
tion and naturally this Government is sup-
porting the Commonwealth anti-Labour
forces. Therefore, I do not think it is out-
side the realms of possibility that this Gov-
ernment should consider getting rid of a con-
cern on which they are losing so much
money. So, I hope the Premier will give us
a deffinite assurance on that point. That will
allay the fears of all members on this side
of the House.

The Premier: I do not think you are very
worried in that respect, are you?
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Mr. BODOREDA: I certainly am. I
would not bring up the matter here unless
I was concerned about it, The Premier can
give me. an assurance and tbat will allay my
fears. He can tell us, when he rtalies, that
the Government has no intention of doing it.

Hon. A. A. M4. Coverley: The Premier
-does not need to be evasive. He can say
yes or no.

*The Minister for Education: Give him an
opportunity to reply and he might.

Mr. RODOREDA: There arc one or two
items of administration to which the Premier
might give some consderation. There is the
question of issuing return tickets. That is
a very foolish practice under the conditions
as they obtain at the moment. Normally the
hulk of people come down during the summer
months and want to return towards the end
of sum ,mer. It is impossible for one boat
to cater for these people. That being so,
why issue them return tickets when the State
Shipping Service knows very well that it
cannot possibly fulfil the conditions set out
on the tickets The great proportion of
peofple who come down on the boats have,
of necessity, to go back by plane. Then,
they have to apply for a refund on the
balance of their return ticket by boat. Per-
centages are deducted for the cost of issuing
a single fare and that is taken out of the
return fare. Consequently the people are
given the concession, but it is taken away
f rom them by making them pay for a
single fare, when they cannot be trans-
ported hack through no fault of their own.
If this return ticket concession must remain
In force, wben the refund is made, let half
the amount be given back. Personally I
think it is stupid to issue return tickets at
all. The concession rate could be made each
-way. Then mothers and children resident in
the North-West could obtain single tickets
and still get the concession.

There is another matter of tourist fares.
I take it that tourist fares are the same.
They would apply particularly to people
travelling North from Perth. The same
mentality and psychology arc being shown
by the management now as when we had
plenty of passenger ships anld space was
readily available. In those days cheap
tourist fares were held out as an inducement
to fill the ships.

Ron. A. A. M4. Coverley: I did not get
any reduction as a tourist when I travelled
from Wyndham to'Darwin and back,

Mr. R.ODOREDA: The same mentality IS
still being shown by the State Shipping
Service. Instead of making the tourist fares
somewhere near the cost of carrying the
"tourists they are cap beyond all recogni-
tion. The tourist fares should he brought
into line with the tourist fares of other ship-
ping services. The shipping space available
is not sufficient to carry the people who live
in the North and so, whilst it is hard to
refuse people when space is available, let
us make the cost something appropriate to
the expenditure involved in carrying those
tourists.

I stated that the Government was not tak-
ing much interest in the shipping problems
of the North. On the 16th June, 1948, I
wrote to the Premier setting out a pro-
position-which I did not claim was original
-to try to save space on the State ships by
utilising the big oil installation at Onslow.
I set out in detail the plan which briefly was
to save practically all the space now taken
up by shipping petrol from Fremantle and
making, that space available for cargo. All
the petrol requirements of the North-West
could come from the big installation and
there is probably about 8,000 tons of oil
tank storage space at Onslow. There is a
pipeline to the ships and the cost is such as
would make the plan practicable.

The Premier: Didn't I reply to that?

Mr. RODOREDA: I have not heard a
word since; not one solitary word. I did have
a ring from the manager of the State Ship-
ping Service about three months after 1
wrote to the Premier. He said that he would
contact me agaiu but I have had nothing
but blank silence. I have not even had an
acknowledgment from the Premier that he
received the letter. I stated therein that I
was not aware of the technical difficulties
associated with the running of ships and
oil companies, and no doubt many objec-
tions; could and would be raised by the
management of each.

The Premier: They were.

Mr. IRODOREDA: As soon .as any
scheme is put up which involves a little
thought, planning and trouble, everybody
can think of a hundred reasons why it
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should not be put into eff ect, and all that
is required is for some bright boy to think
of one reason why it can and must be done.
I have discussed this scheme with the mates
end captains of the ships involved. They are
the people who wil have to do the work and
they think it would be quite a good idea.
It would save the Government tens of
thousands of pounds per year. It would*
need only a little planning, organisation and
co-operation from everybody concerned. But
this is 16 months ago and I have not had
a. reply from anyone about if. So, if that
does not show a lack of desire to help the
shipping problems of the North-West and
pro'ridc more space on existing ships, then
I do not know what it does show. We are
losing money on the State ships and all that
the Government does about it is to increase
freights. That is the easy way to do it.
It is a lot less trouble and someone else has
to pay for it. Therefore I do hope that be-
fore long I will have a reply setting out why
the thing cannot be done. Nothing else will
satisfy me. I have waited goodness knows
how long for that reply.

My experience has been that nearly all
the Ministers of this Government reply to
letters which I write. They courteously ac-
knowledge that my letters have been re-
ceived and that the contents will receive con-
sideration. That is the end of it. I1 wrote
to the Minister for Housing with a pro-
position to buy fabricated steel houses,
readymade, for the North-West. I wrote a
couple of months ago and it would have re-
quired only one day to make a decision, yes
or no- I have not had a reply yet. The At-
torney General replied in the same 'way.

Hion. J. T. Tonkin: Where is t~is per-
spicacity in decision I

Mr. RODOREDA: The Minister for
Lands would probably have written in
similar vein if I had had occasion to rite
to him.

The Minister for Lands: Why drag me
into it?

Mr. RODOREDK: I have not had
occasion to rite to the Minister yet, but
he would probably reply in the same way
as his colleagues.

The Minister for Lands: You have had
all you wanted from me verbally.

Mr. RODOREDA: There must be some
seven or eight letters on my fie which are
awaiting a proper answer and I do not
write them unless I am compelled to, even
to Ministers, but I have had these letters
for anything from three to eighteen months
unanswered. I suppose other members are
treated similarly.

H on. A4. h. G. Hawke: All except the
member for Irwin-Moore.

Mr. ROD OREDA: He gek everything.
I hope the Premier will again inquire into
that matter. I know the Under Treasurer
was very interested in it when he first went
into the matter because it means a saving of
£100,000 to £120,000 a yea;, but the en-
thusiasm vanished. It is too much to expect,
but I hope the Ministers who have guilty
consciences will wake up and reply. to cor-
respondence. The position is most dlisturb -
ing. When I return to my constituents and
tell them I could not have this matter dealt
with by any Minister because they are all
undecided as to what to do, I do not know
what they will say. I hope the Premier will
reply to this debate and give me the assur-
ance I seek for them as to when he is pre-
pared to investigate this proposal of mine
to ascertain whether it will meet with a
dead-end, and also -whether it is his inten-
tion to dispose of the State ships.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I have no com-
plaint whatsoever to make on the non-
introduction of these Estimates; there is
nothing unusual in that. I hope, however,*'
the Premier has with him some notes in
anticipation of relevant questions that have
been asked and some others that I propose
to put to him. This extremely essential part
of the State transport system is in the nature
of a social service to the people of the North
and has made living conditions possible in
many ports. The work of the State ships
coupled with the institution by the previous
Government of freezer space at ports has
added materially to the living conditions and
comfort of people, not only at the ports,
but inland. The work of the two chartered
vessels has made for continuity in the ser-
vice that has been given in cargo since, but
there is some detail urgently needed for the
public, not only in the North but for tax-
payers generally as to the charter rates the
State is paying for the vessels, "Dulverton"
and "Dorrigo,' and how those charter rates
and costs operating in that section of the
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service compare with the operation of the
"Koolinda"' and the "Kybra," which are
owned by the State.

In the Estimates there will be seen an
amount of £C6S4,000 representing the sal-
aries, wages, supplies, commissions and ex-
penditure on the "Dorrigo"l qud "Dulver-
ton." Can the Premier give any dissection
of those figures. to explain to us the costs
of manning those vessels, of operating
them, plus the charterers' coats? It is most
vitat that this Committee should know, to
,enable a comparison to be made and also
an assessment to be arrived at as to the
benefits we are getting from the chartered
vessels or whether their presence has con-
tributed to the increases overall on freight
rates on goods. I hope the Premier will be
able to give that information and, in qddi-
tion, give to the Committee an idea of gov-
ernmental policy as to the continuance of the
,charter of the two vessels from the Com-
monwealth Government, or whether he has
done anything further from the plans that
have been repared as to constructing with-
in the Commonwealth a vessel suitable to
North-West trade.

As the Premier knows, it is not any sort
of vessel which cana ply in North-West
waters because in all ports but one those
vessels have to sit on the bottom. They have
to stand the stress; not only of their load
when seaborne but on all their structure
when sitting on the bottom at ports from
-Onslow northwards. Where those vessels
work for 24 hours in a port. twice in that
period they are afloat and twice one can
walk around them and sit on the propellers.
So it requires a special sort of vessel and
1, am wondering -whether the Premier has
given the attention necessary to what is
to happen when the charter of these two
vessels bas ended, or whether the State
Shipping Service is just to drift along
without any future policy. In the interests
of the whole community I would appreciate
an answer to those two points; a compari-
son between the charterers' rates and the
cost of the chartered vessels as compared
with the State-owned ships, and also the
plan for new ships in the future.I

The PREMIER: The shipping position in
the North-West has, over the last two years,
suffered some unfortunate sWtacks. With
the two chartered vessels, the "DorrigoP
and the "Dulverton," we know there were

mishaps when we took delivery and they
were both some time late in their delivery
to us. As a result of that the North-West
trade was seriously disrupted both as to
refrigerated cargo ant the delivery of goods
generally. I do not know whether blame can
be attached for that. We take these ships
from the Australian Ship-building Board,
which was supposed to deliver them to us
in good order, and it has been unfortunate
that even when they have been deliverefi,
and late deliveries at that there have been
further hold-ups. With the "Koolinda,"
we know that she went East to be docked
and was there for a much longer period.
than was expected. The cost of that, if I
remember rightly, and I think I do, was
£176,000. I understand now that the "Koo-
linda" has many more years of life ahead
of her.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: What was her
initial cost? About £225,000?

The PREMIER: I could not say but Is.
do know that that was the cost to send her
East to be docked. To replace a ship of
the same kind tbday would probably cost
in the vicinity of £700,000. The suggestion
that she should be slipped at Frenmantle
certainly makes an appeal to me, particu-
larly in view bf the experience we have had
when we sent her East. Each time she has'
gone since I have been in charge of this
department there have been hold-ups
caused through a number of things, includ-
ing industrial unrest. I have asked the
manager of the State Shipping Service to
see what can be done about having the
"Koolinda" slipped at Fremantle in future
.and am hoping that we shall be able to
make the necessary provision for that to
be done.

I assure the member for RoebournA that
the Government has no intention of selling
the State ships. We realise that trans-
port must be provided for the people of
the North. In those parts of the State that
are more thickly populated, we have for
many years made very heavy losses on
transport. The people in any part of tho
State are entitled to transport and to the
best facilities we can give them. As to 'the
question of issuing return tickets, I have
no knowledge of it. I have made a note
of the hon. member's request and will dis-
cuss it with the manager of the service as
soon &a I get an opportunity.
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I remember that the member for Roe-
bourne discussed with me his proposals
about petrol and I believe that the Director
of Works, Mr. Dumas, as well as the Under
Treasurer, was present at the time. The
hon. member's propeilals were considered
and I discussed them with the manager of
the State Shipping Service. He told me
that it was not the proposition the hon.
member thought it was and therefore it was
not put into effect. The hon. member stated
that he had not received a reply to his let-
ter. I have noted that and will endeavour
to get the information set oft as fully as
possible.

Reference has been made by the members
who have spoken, to a new vessel. Con-
sideration has been given to the provision
of a new boat for the North-West. Doubt-
less members are aware that all the ship-
yards in Britain and Australia have been
very fully occupied. I forget now how long
we were told it would be before we could

*get a new ship from Britain, but I know it
was a very long time-some years. The
samne position faced us when we inquired
about getting a ship built in Australian
shipyards.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Has a decision
been arrived at regarding the class of boat?

The PREMIER: I have discussed that
point and have had the views of the memn-
ber for Kimberley. I know the class of boat
he is advocating. Some time ago I asked
the Under Treasurer, the Director of Works
and the manager of the State Shipping
Service to discuss this matter from every
angle with a view to making a recommen-
dation to the Government as to the class
of ship to be purchased. There is a division
of opinion as to whether the ship should
be a passenger and cargo vessel or a cargo
vessel only. I appreciate the view of those
members who advocate that passenger ac-
commodation should be provided. There are
many people who are reluctant to travel
by air and, further, if they have to bring
their families and luggage by air, it is a
very expensive business. Consequently there
is justification when members representing
districts 'in the North claim that provision
should be made for passengers. This is a
matter that has been and is still receiving
the consideration of the Government. We
realise that ships do not last indefinitely
and that provision must he made not only
for replacement but also for better service.

The Leader of the Opposition pointed
out that vessels constructed for the North-
West trade have to be of a certain type
because of the tidal conditions encountered
at the ports. I am unable to give him the
information for which he asked regarding
charter rates. In the Estimates the items
are lumped together, but I have noted what
he said and will supply him with the infor-
mation he desires as soon as I have an
opportunity of discussing the matter fur-
ther with the Treasury.

Reference has been made to the increase
of freight rates. I remind members that I
approached the Prime Minister on this mat-
ter and discussed North-West shipping with
him. I explained the difficulties suffered by
the people in the North because of their
comparative isolation. The Prime Minister
told me he would have an investigation
made and I waited nearly 12 months before
I received a reply. In his reply, he stressed
the fact that our shipping freights were by
far the cheapest on the Australian coast
and said be thought that a ris& in freights
was justified. As members know, freights
have been increased, mostly on goods that
could afford to pay the increase.

I remember that the question of subsidy
referred to by the member for Roebourne
was raised by him on the Estimates and I
told him that the £10,000 subsidy was in
respect of freight for the Blue Asbestos
Company. The hon. member is right; it
does relate to goods other than blue asbes-
tos, and there is a subsidy for blue asbestos
transported by road as well as by ship. I
will have that point corrected. I think I have
covered all the matters raised by the mem-
hers who have spoken. The information I
have been unable to give tonight will be
supplied to the Leader of the Opposition.

Progress reported.

AD3TOURNMBNT-sPECIAL.

THE PREIU13 (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington): I move--

That the Iflouse at its rising adjourn till
2.30 p.m. tomorrow..

Question put and passed.

House adjourtied at 11.10 p.m.
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